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PREFACE. 

This fragment of the history of South Africa 
was compiled under tbe following circam- 
stances : 

In 1660-81 the rebellion of the Basuto tribe 
brtinght to view a Btrong military power which 
had grown up alinOBt unheeded under the eyes 
of colonial officera. At once there was a demand 
for reliable information coDcaroing a people 
who had for the previous ten years been eup- 
poeed by nearly every one to be a peaceful 
tribe intent only on adopting European civiliza- 
tioQ> The demand could only be met with 
opinions. Previous to 1871 the Cape Colony 
hod very little to do with the Baaato, the trana- 
uctions with Moeheeh having been conducted 
by the Oovemor in his capacity as High CoiU- 
DtiBsioDer. There was no published history to 
refer to. Even in our legislative chambers the 
moflt contradictory statements were made con- 
cemiog events of less than thirty years ago. 

No one could in justice be blamed for this. 
The Native Department of the Colonial Govern- 
ment only came into existence in 1872, and it 
bad no records beyond that date. In the Colo- 
nial Secretary's office there were many docu- 
ments dating from 1833 to 1872 referring to the 
Basuto tribe, but they bad never been kept 
separate and were consequently almost lost in 



the vast msBB of mauoscript accnmalated there. 
By far the greater quantity of Boaato lecotds 
was in the High CommisBioner's office, in which 
there )B BO little apace that everything not fra- 
qneotly required is of neceaaity deposited iq a 
store room. Add to this, that a generatioQ ago 
Tsry little importance was attached to docn- 
monta relating to trihes in what was \bea the 
fax interior, and the difficnhy may be realized 
of even Govennuent ofScers obtaining in 1881 
information that could not be contradicted. 

Early in 1882 the Government reaolred to 
have aU the authentic records that could throw 
light upon the history of the Baanto trihe 
collected and published, and the duty ot carrying 
out this work was entrusted to me. Tt waa not 
supposed at the time that the quantity was as 
great as it was subsequently ascertained to be. 
The Qoverameot of the Orange Free t-tata waa 
applied to, and with the utmost cordiality opened 
its archivea for our use. A clerk was engaged 
for Borne months at Bloeuf ontein copying docu- 
menta which had not previously been supplied 
to the High Commissioner. The miarionaries 
in the Lesuto were not less ready to help. The 
early letter books of Mo^eah were in their 
possession, and these were forwarded to me with 
many other papers of the utmost value for the 
object in view. The journals, reports, and mapa 
of the first missionaries in the Leauto were 
copied andauppliedin the most obliging manner. 
When collected and arranged the papera con- 
mated of : 

(a) Correspondence between the Home and 
Colonial Qovernmeots, between the Colo- 



nial Govennnenta and the Basuto Chiofa, 
between the SoTsreignty and Free SUto 
Govemmente and the Baanto Chiefs, and 
between the High CommisBioner and the 
Free State OoTernment. 

(b) Treatiee betwaen the Imperial and Free 
State QoTernmeDta and the Beanto Chiefe. 

(c) Beports of CommisBione, of Imperial) 
Colonial, and Free State officefa sent to 
confer with the Basnto Chiefs, of the Brili^ 
Resident in the Sovereignty, of the High 
Commissioner'a Agent, of the Superinten- 
dent of the Wittebergen Reserve, of the 
Civil Commissionere of Colesberg and Aliwat 
North, and of military officers of the BngUsh 
and Free Stale forces serving against the 
Bagato. 

{d) Discussions and resolntions of the Cape 
Parliament, the Legislative Council of 
Natal,andthe Volkeraadof the Orange Free 
State. 

(e) Proclamations by officers of the Imperial 
and Free State Oovernmente and by 
Hoeheah. 

(f) BepOTte and journals of miBaionariee. 

(g) Printed acconnta by travellers who viHted 
the Leanto. 

(h) Articles from the leading Sonth African 

newspapers of different views. 
(i) 8bit«mente made by Basnto Chiefs. 
Ij) Declarationa made on oath by various indi- 

vidnala, and evidence given before Gom- 



fle) Uinutes of Meetings, Petitions, Memoranda, 
Addieasea, InstrnctiauB, &o., &c> 



These documenb date from 1833 U> 1872. 
After excluding those of secondary importance, 

that is those which coatsined onlj informatioa 
girea in others of greater weight, there were 
published three volumes, containing 2,141 closely 
printed royal octavo pages, and there were 1,712 
pages of foolscap manuscript ready for the press 
when the Cape Government was relieved of 
Baautoland and the work was stopped. In print 
and in manuscript which has been recently 
indexed end bound, the Basuto records are thus 
as complete as it is possible to moke them down 
to the date of the creation of the Native Depart- 
ment. 

As soon as it was ascertained that the bulk 
of these documents was so great that very few 
people indeed would have time or inclination to 
go through them, it was arranged that I should 
out of office hours condense their substance into 
two or three hundred pages, ia such a way that 
the esBence of the contents of each volume 
should appear as an introduction to the succeed- 
ing one. As fast as I could prepare it, slips 
were printed and sent for criticism to those who 
were best acquainted with the subject and to 
those who had taken part on both sides at the 
strife in years gone by. The object was to get 
an accurate version of events, one that could be 
referred to in confidence by all parties, and not 
to favoar any particular theory or any opioion» 
whatever. 

With the return of the first slips sent oat it 
was evident that it would he difficult to compilo 
a history of the Basuto that would he acoeptablo 
to every one. Men who had throughont their 
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liree rc^rded eveiy black man u an Uncle 
Tom and ereiy coloniat as a Simon Legree 
coold not view eventa ia the same light as 
those whose kindred had been batchered by the 
ZuIqb or bad been reduced to destitution by 
the fahhlessnaes of Moehesh. It very rarely 
happened that a est o£ elipa was retarned with 
marginal comments pointing in one way but 
another set woold be returned with comments 
on the same events in exactly the opposite 
direction. These eztreme views were, however, 
held by veiy few individuals, and the com- 
ments referred to served the useful purpose of 
compelling me to verify what I had written by 
careful reference again to the documents from 
which the information was drawn, and in a few 
instances only caused me to alterthe wording of 
sentences. Most of those who assisted in 
reviewing the work were satisfied tl^t strict 
justice was being done to all, and were content 
with pointing out small omissions, suggesting 
additions, or referring to sources of informatioa. 
After tlie publication of the second volume of 
records it was not possible for those who had 
previously maintained the integrity of Moshesh 
to do so any longer. And I believe that the 
number is now very small, if indeed there are 
any at all left, who hold that these papers are 
capable of being reed in any otber way than 
that in which I have read them. 

It is more than two years since the work was 
brought to a close, when the portion of Basuto 
history before the public extended in records to 
March 1868 and in the condensed form to the 
end of 1861. The remainder of what was thea 



ready, — records to DecMnber 1872, coodeneed 
fonutolSTl, — has from that time been lying 
UDused. Id March 1884 BaBUtolaod was re-trane- 
ferred to tiie Imperial GovernmeDt, end politi- 
cally we have now no more to do with it thai) 
Willi New Sonth Walea. But its history hu 
AD abiding interest for all South AfricaoH, and 
no one will conBider it inappropriate that even 
a fragment like fhia, upon which eo much labour 
has been expended, shonld be printed for general 
nae. A few months ago the Hon. Mr. De Wet, 
Secretary for Native AfEaira, was kind enough 
to give me pemussion to publish it in the form 
in which it is now before the reader. 

GEO. M. THBAL. 
Cape Town, April, 1886. 
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A FRAGMENT 

BASUTO HISTORY. 

1864 to 1871. 

ISTRODUCTOBY CHAPTER. 

(In order to cover the whoU period of the 
«xietenoe of the Orange Free Staite, tbis chapter 
tB reprinted, with a few trifling additions, from 
the Introdnotion to the third volume of the 
BatiUoUmd Records.) 

Seldom hae a civilized community been thrown 
entirely npoa its ovn reBOurces under circuin- 
Stonces bo unfavourable bb those in which the 
Orange Free State commenced its exiBtence. 
Its toiitory looks large on a map, bnt it is in no 
part capable of supporting a dense population. 
Though covered at certain seasons with rich 
grass, the great plain ia in times of drought a 
dreary waste. Its soil is ehallow, and its raiO' 
fall is BO uncertain that agriculture cannot be 
carried on unlees water is conserved bj artificial 
means. Adapted only for cattle and sheep 
nme, sereral thousand acres of ground are 
required by each stock breeder, for its o^iabilt- 
ties must be reclioned when it is at its worofc 



In 1854 vast herds of springbncha and other 
aatelopes grazed on ita paaturea, aod their dried 
flesh formed no inconsiderable portion of the 
food of the inhabitants, white and coloured. 
Far removed from a seaport, the settlers had 
little interconrse with the outer world, and 
lired in general in a condition of mdesimplioity. 
Few and scattered aa they were, they were 
divided into parties and factions, and there was 
no indiTidual amotig them so prominent bj his 
abilities as to be an accepted leader. 

Beside the infant State in its weakness was 
the Basuto tribe oader the ablest chief io South 
Africa. For every white man that could take 
the field he had at' least twelve well armed 
warriors at bis back, and an almost impregnable 
country to defend himself in. Hia people were 
also multiplying rapidly, by adoption from other 
tribes and by that amazing natural increase 
which distinguishes the Bantn race," to 
counteract which nature seems to have provided 
that their normal condition ahould be one of 
frequent and destructive intertribal war. 

On the withdrawal of British authority. Sir 
Qeorge Clerk handed over the administration of 
affairs to a Provieional Govemnient, consisting 
of a Council of seven members, of which Mr. 
Josiaa Philip Hoffman was Fresideat. The 
Council earnestly besooght the British Com- 
missioner not to abandon the territory before 
distinctly announcing its boundaries and obtain- 

* Bee memoniadtim on Inorease of tbe Kitira 
PopnlatiOQ in the Cape Ooloaial Bluebook on Hatlre 
AfiaifB for 1886. 



ing the consent of Moeheeh to them. But tbia 
iraa jaat what Sir George Clerk resolved not to 
do, and all that the Council could draw from 
him was an ezpreasioD that they ooald depeod 
upon the justice of Moshesh. On his way 
towards Colesberg he met Adam Kok, and 
endeavoured to come to some airangemeat, but 
found the Griqna captain indisposed to permit 
of the sale of any land within the Beaerve 
created by Sir Peregrine Haitland. Sir George 
Clerk told bim that the Haitland treaty was null 
and void, and tben passed on, leaviug him to 
get out of his diEGcnltiea as hest he could. 

The Provisional Oovernmeot called upon the 
people to elect representatives to meet and frame 
a constitntion. On the 28th of March 1654 these 
representatives came together in Bloemfuctein, 
and the first sitting of the flrat Volksraad of the 
Orange Free State took place. There were 
present two representatives of the villnge of 
Bloemfontein, one representative of each of the 
villages of Sannab's Poort (now Fauresmith), 
'Winhnrg, Harrismith, and Smith field, and 
twenty-three representatives of as many field- 
Comelcies into which the five districls hearing 
the same names as the villages were divided. 
On the 29th the Provisional Governmeot handed 
over its authority to the Volksraad, and imme- 
diately afterwards the discussions commenced. 

The debates lasted until the 18tb of April, 
during which period a constitution was framed. 
The Orange Free State was created a Beptiblic, 
the supreme and sole legislative antbority of 
which was vested in a single chamber termed 



the TolkHrasd. Each vilUge and each field- 
coraetcy was entitled to retttnt by election of 
its inhabitaMts one member to the Volksraad^ 
vho should hold his eeat £or £onr years. At 
tbe end of two years half the members of the 
first Volksraad, selected bjr lot, were to retire, 
so that thereafter in perpetuity there should be 
ao election tivery alternate year of half the fall 
number. The Volkarafid was to meet in ordinary 
eeeuoB at Bloemfontein on the drst Monday in 
February of every year. 

The executive authority was entrusted to a 
President, to be elected by the burghers of the 
State for a term of five years from a list of 
names submitted by the Volksraad. The Pre- 
sident could declare war and make peace, enter 
into treaties and appoiat ofScers when the Volks- 
raad was not in BeHeina, bat all these acts required 
to be ratified by the Voikeraad. He could pro- 
pose laws, and had a voice in debates ; but had 
DO vx>te, much less a veto. He had the over* 
eight of all public departments and the control 
of everything in connection with the public 
service, but was reaponsible to the Volksraad, 
to which body there was an appeal again^ any 
of his acts. He could summon the Volksraad 
to meet in extraordinary session. He was to 
he advised and assisted by an Executive Council, 
to consist of the Landdrost of Bloemfontein, 
the Government Secretary, and three unofBcial 
members to be chosen by the Volksraad. 

Every healthy mala in the State between the 
ages of sixteen and sixty was made liable to 
perform military service, mounted and armed at 



his awn expense. The bnrgtierB of eadi district 
were to elect their own Commandant. In tame 
of war tiie CommBD<lant« were to elect Et Com' 
mandant-General, bnt only for the period of the 
w&r. The State President, the Comuiandante, 
and the Fieldcometa were then to form a 
Council of War (KrygBraad). 

The liberty of the indlvidoal, the freedom of 
the press, and the secarity of property were 
guaranteed by the constitulion. It provided for 
the creaUoQ of courts of la&ddrost and heeoi- 
raden, for a court of comhined londdrosts, and 
for remission oi mitigation of aeotences by the 
Preudent with the advice of a majority of the 
Executive CounciL It contained also mmy 
clauses relative to matters of less importance, 
which need not be referred to here. 

The Volkeraad appointed ao Executive Council, 
and requested Mr. J. P. HoSnun to act as 
Provisional President nntil its next eeaaion, 
which was to be held on tho 4th of September, 
wlien the elected President would be installed 
in ofBce. Tlie election was to take place on the 
15th of May. The following four names were 
submitted to the electors, to choose & President 
from : Josias Philip Hoffman, of tlie District of 
Smithfield, Orange Fiee State ; Captain Struben, 
a magiatrata in Katal ; Jacobus Nicholas Boshof , 
of Maritzburg, Natal ; and Andries du Toit, late 
Commandant of Beaufort West, Cape Colony. 
The Volkaraad then closed its first session. 

With a view to conciliate their powerful 
neighbour, the moderate parties in the Free 
State combined, and elected as the first Preai- 



dent Mr. Joaiu Philip Hoffman, who was well 
koowu as a pbiknthropist of tlie same school aa 
WilbertorcG and Buxton. Tbirt; years earlier 
he and his father had accompanied Lientenant 
Farewnll's first party to Natal, but they had not 
remained long !□ that country. Since that time 
he had been engaged in various callioge, and 
bad resided in many parts ef South Africa. Mr. 
Hoffman had not the advantage of more than a 
very limited school education, but be was 
naturally shrewd and clever. He was a cripple, 
whose power was of the mind, not of the body. 
For several years he bad been living on a farm 
at Jammerberg Drift given to bim by Moshesh, 
' with whom be was on terms of intimacy, and in 
dealing with whom be maintained that nothing 
but moral force was needed. Witb many 
admirable qualities, the first President of the 
Free Slate had one great failing, want of can- 
dour. He was a man who^e ideas of diplomacy 
were tliose of the seventeenth, not of like 
nineteenth century. 

At the commencement of his tenure of office 
the relationship between the Europeans and 
natives was apparently satisfactory, for Moabesh, 
who bad been watching the course of events 
with some degree of bewildermeat, was keeping- 
his people in tolerable order. But it was not 
long before difSoultiea began to crop up. In the 
Winburg District parties of Basuto under Molapo 
and other captains invaded and took poesessioii 
of a tract of land that had been purchased from 
liantsane, ike chief of highest hereditary ronk 
in the whole country ; in the Sniithfi eld* District 



cattle lifting was renewed ; while ia HarriBmith 
Witsi's followers aasamed the character of 
organized robber bands. 

The losses occasioned by the raids of these 
lost named were very considerable. Mr. Joseph' 
M. Orpeo, Landdrost of Winburg, whose opinion 
of Hoshesh coincided with that of the President, 
was employed as a Special Commissioner to 
endeavour to obtain redress. The Basuto chief, 
who claimed no control over Witsi, seat his 
brother Moperi with Hr. Orpen to counsel the 
robber captain to give up his spoil. But the 
mission was fruitless. Witai neither restored 
the cattle, nor would he allow Mr. Orpen and 
Hoperi to inspect the herds in his country. The 
President then went upon the same errand him- 
eeU, and met with a like rebaff. 

In August Mr. HofEman visited Moahesh, and 
beld mveral conferences with him and his prin- 
cipal men. It was arranged to bring further 
moral pressore to hear upon Witei, when if be 
Bboold still remain obsliaate the President was 
to send an armed force to punish him, and 
Moshesh promised in this event neither to assist 
bim nor to -give him shelter. One of Witsi's 
brothers with his following, against whom no 
charge was made, at his own desire and with 
the President's approval was received as a vassal 
by Uoshesh, and a tract of land in the Lesuto 
was given to him to live upon. A promise was 
made by the Basuto chief to call in his subjects 
who were trespaSBiiig on the ground purchased 
from KanUane, which he admitted was rightly 
the [property of the white people, though bs 
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ignored Major Warden's bonnduy between his 
country aod the Tree Etnte in that direction as 
well as elsewhere. 

The cattle lifting in the Sniith&eld District 
waa ft matter sot bo easily eettled, for Buny 
dements of discord were present tbere. The 
Boers and the Basuto were in some ports inter- 
iniitgled, and neither were the beat specimene 
of their claex. The Boers were Rometimes 
gailty of hasty and imprudent acta that drew 
upon them tbe faoatility of their ntnghbonra. 
The Basuto were msinly adherentfl of two of 
the most ootorioua robber captaine in all Sontb 
Africa, Poshali and Knane or Jan Letele. 

With the first of these, Moshesh's brother 
Poabnli, the reader is already acqnaintad," His 
stronghold was Vecbtkop, which ho had occu- 
pied for tJie laat nine yean. 

Ilie other, Kuane or Jan Letele, was the 
reiHweotative of the family of the last Fara- 
monnt Chief in the country before the rise of 
Hosheab. He was a grandson of Hotlenti, and 
in hie pride of birth looked with anger and scorn 
upon tbe upstart, as be deemed him, who bed 
nsnrped dignity and power to which be had 
not been bom. He wee in the habit of speak- 
ing with contempt o£ Moahesb and his family, 
and asking such questions as " who is the eon 
of Mokatebane, whom the white men as well ati 
the Baanto regard as a great chief ? Can any 
man trace his descent or connect bim with the 
beads of our race ?" This Jan Letele had grown 
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up in tbe Colony, where for many years be had 
been in service. He was acquainted with the 
Dutch languEige, but bad learnt in bis exile 
nothing else that was aseful. He had collected 
a band o£ disaffected characters about him, and 
waa contJuually diatorbing the peace by hia 
robberiee and riotoas acts. With Poshuli he 
was at variance, as a matter of course, and 
Hoeheah, who had always tried to conciliate such 
pereoDB rather than reduce them by force, 
seemed afraid of proceeding to extremities 
agunst him. 

Though fair promisee were made by the 
Basuto chief and hia councillors, matteis 
lemaiaed in a state of confusion between the 
Caledon and the Orange. There was no desire 
on the part of Moahesh that Europeans should 
live comfortably there, as he wanted (he ground 
for his own people to expand upon. At the end 
of the year Mr. Orpen visited Thaba Boaigo 
again as Special Commiaaioner, but obtained 
□otbing mora than a renewal of the promises 
mada to the Preeident. 

Moahoah, at tbia time, gained much credit 
with the friends of the misaionaries in South 
Africa and in Europe by an ordinance which 
he published prohibiting the introduction of 
spirituous liquors into the Lesuto. The form 
of thi« oi^inance mnst be attributed to European 
influence, but there ia no reaaon to doubt that 
its object met with the approval of the great 
chief personally. 

Of late years Europeans had been introducing 
spirituous liqaors into the Leauto, and it needed 



not the teaching of the misdonaries to conviacft 
Moabeah that bmody was hurtful to his aubjecta. 
From time immemorial they had uaed fermented 
liqaora made of millet, a kind of weak beer, 
indeed, forming a large proportion of tbeirfood. 
Bat the disttller'a art was unknown to them, and 
brandy came therefore aa a new thing into the 
conntry. Few individuals in the condition of 
the Basnto can reaist the temptation to uae 
strong liqoor when it is before tbeir ejea. Seeing 
this, Moshesh, by the advice of the mi8aionarie» 
and with the concurrence of his councillors, 
issued, in November 1854, aa ordinance under 
which all spirituona liquor brought amoDK his 
people was to be poured npon the groond, with- 
out the owner having any claim for compenaa- 
UoD. And that every one might be mode 
acquainted with the law, it waa drawn up in 
writing and published in Dutch and Sesuto. But 
it was never thoroughly curried out, though it 
had some little eSect in diminishing the quan- 
tity of spirits brought into the country. 

At a later rfate Moaheah, by the advice of the 
miauonariea, iaeued ordinaucea against puniah- 
ment on charges of practising witchcraft 
and against circumcision. The first of tbeao 
was only intended to gratify the missionaries, 
and no attempt waa ever made to enforce it. 
Where the belief that certain individuala had 
power to bewitch others was partially under- 
mined by ChnBtian teaching, the puniahment of 
persona smelt out by witchfinders ceased, hnt 
nowhere else. CircumciBion has been abolished 
by some sectiona of the tribe, but is atill prac- 



tUed bjr othert, Modiesh himself at u later date 
fa&ving withdrawn his oppontioD to it. 

During PrBBident HofEman's visit to MoBbeeh 
in August 1854, hs was received at all the 
principal stalions with salutee of musketry fired 
ID hia hoQour. AmniuuiiioD eeemed pleutiful, 
yet Hoaheah asked for s present of gnnpowder. 
The President promiaed him some, and upon his 
Tetom to Bloemfontein sent him a keg contain- 
ing fifty pounds. In the report of bis jonrney 
laid before the Volksraad during its next sitting 
this circumstance was not mentioned, but soon 
after the close of the seBaioD it became known. 
At once there was a great outcry against Mr. 
Eoffmau, r^sed by those who had all along 
accused him of lowering the dignity of the 
Enropeana by dealing witii the B«eato chief as 
if the Free State was his vassal. They now 
openly epoke of him as gnilty of treason. In 
Peb'nary 1856 the Volkeniad met again, when 
it wae found that the repori in the records con- 
tained informalaon concemiug the gunpowder. 
The result was that Ur. HofEman was compelled 
to tender his resignation, which was immediately 
accepted, and a committee of four members, 
-with Mr. J. J. Venter as Chairman, was 
appointed to administer the Government nntil 
another President could be elected. Mr. J. N. 
Boshof was recommended to the people by the 
Tolksraad, and in couree of time was duly 
elected. 

The interconrae between the Executive Com- 
mittee and Moshesh was carried on in a friendly 
er, each expressing a desire for the con- 



tlnuation of peace. But as the depredations 
upon the border farinera increased greatly afler 
Hr. HoSman'a retiremeot, Mr. Venter wrote to 
the chief that the only means of preeerving 
peace would be for faim to require hia people to 
do no wrong to the burghers of the Free State. 
RobberieB followed, however, on aach an esten- 
aire scale that many farmers were compelled tti 
remove, while Moahesh continued aa usual to 
deprecate war. 

Mr. Venter then arranged for a meeting, which 
took place at Platberg on the 9th of August 
1856. It was there agreed that any one losing 
cattle by theft aliould be at liberty to aeerch for 
them in Moaheah's country, provided he went 
unarmed and carried a paas from the bead of 
the State. Nothing could abow more plainly 
than this agreement the helpleasoess of the 
infant republic, or the deaire of ita Government 
to avoid a ruptjre with the Baeuto. Mr. Venter 
was a man of common aense and hnew that 
auch an arrangement waa wortlilees, yet be felt 
that nnder the circumatancea nothing else could 
he done. 

On the 27th of August 1855 Mr. Jacobus 
Nicholas Boshcff was installed aa President of 
tbe Free State. He waa a man of aome edaca- 
tion, and bad received sncb a training in olGco 
work as enabled him to put the variona depart- 
ments of the public service into something 
like order. With regard to Moshesb, he was 
diaposed to adopt a firmer course of dealing than 
Mr. HofEman bad done, not because he was less 
anxious to preserve peace, bat because hs 
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believed conciliation had been carried so far as 
to destroy the respect duo to a civilized Govern- 
ment. 

In the meantime Sit Qeorge Grey liad arrived 
in South Africa as High Commiaaioner and 
Governor of the Cape Colony, and it was already 
apparent that he posaesaed great ability in deal- 
ing with native qnestioaa. He saw at once that 
matters were fast drifting towards war between 
the Free State and the Basuto tribe, and that 
such a war must endaager the prestige of the 
EnropeanB throughout South Africa. To pre- 
vent it i£ poseible, while at the same time taking 
care not to iuvolre the British Government in 
any responsibilities, he arranged for a meeting 
between Mr. Boshof and MoHhesh at Aliwal 
North, at which he should be present as a friend 
of both and endeavour to bring abont a good 
□nderstaoding between them, though without 
aaanming the title of arbitrator. The President 
and the Chief entered into the plan with appa- 
rent cordiality, but on the appointed day Mosbesh 
failed to appear. After waiting some time, the 
Governor and the President proceeded to Smith- 
field, and on the way met the Chief with a party 
of bis people, who rode on with them. 

Od the 5th of October a formal meeting took 
place at Smithfield, bat little good seemed 
likely to result from it, as Moabesh declared that 
he had not come on basiaees but on a friendly 
Tint Next morning, however, Sir George Grey 
sent for him with his sons, Letsie, Masnpha, and 
Kehemiah, and a fsw of his principal comioillors, 
when be pointed . out the necessity of coming to 
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some anderBtandiDg. In fear of offending the 

GoTenior, Mosheah then consented to meet Mr. 

Boehof again, and an arraDgement waa entered 

into between them, which was drawn up in the 

form of a treaty, and which provided : — 

That every Moanto entering the Free State should 

be furnished with a paas signed by a chief 

or missionary ; 

That huntiog parties sboutd obtain permission 

from ihe landdrost of a district before 

entering it ; 

That subjects of Moshesh disobeying these 

regulations should be linble to punishment 

by the Free State courts ; 

That in case of the spoor of stolen cattle being 

traced to any chiefs location, iDformatJon 

thereof should be given to such chief, who 

should follow it up ; 

That any further measures in connection with 

such cases should only take place between 

Moshesh, or the chief to whom the spoor 

waa given over, and the landdrost of the 

district fiom which the cattle were stolen ; 

That in the event of any c'hief, to whose location 

tbefts should be traced, restoring the stolen 

cattle and deliveriag np the thief to be 

pnnishsd sccording to the laws of the Free 

State, no furiiier compensation should be 

demanded ; hot if the thief shontd not be 

given up, the stolen property should be 

restored, together with a fine of fonr times 

That every such case should be settled within 
two months of demand being made ; 



^at anbjecta of Mosbesh trespaseiDg on the 
fanoH of Free State burghers, and refuaing 
to Tsmove when desired to do so by a field- 
comet, should be driveti away by force ; 
Thitt ID CBBe of diapDte about the ownership of 
land by any burgher of the Free State, the 
matter should be settled by the Chief aod 
the Preaident jointly, or by officers appointed 
to act for tbem ; 
That bnrghera of the Free State treapasaiug od 
land io the territory of Moaheah, and refusing 
to remove when called upon to do so,BhouId 
be driven away by force. 
The above were the conditiona of an agreo- 
ment wbioh, if faithfully obaerved, would have 
pteseTTed peace and frieudship between the 
Boers and the Baauto. No boundary line wag 
referred to in them, hut the clause respecting 
the ownerahip of ground met that difSculty, for 
the farms up to tbe Warden line were held under 
British titles, and tbe Free State Oovemment 
-claimed nothing further. Mosbesh aigned the 
agreement, as he afterwards asserted, to avoid 
offending Sir George Grey ; but be took no 
trouble to observe it. There was no power to 
compel him to keep an agreement, and without 
that a document was valueless. 

During this visit of Sir George Grey to the 
coantry north of the Orange, be proposed to the 
French missionaries to establish a training school 
in the Lesuto, in which native schoolmasters 
and evangelists could be educated, and young 
men be instructed in aucb handicrafts aa those 
of the blacksmith, carpenter, and mason. Ttie 



Governor had at his diapoiat a considerable earn 
of money aapplied by the Imperial Treasury for 
the purpose of impioving the nativea of Soath 
Africa, and on this fund he spoke of drawing to 
meet the preliminary expenses. The inBtitntioa 
he proposed should be under the direction of the 
French Mission. 

The design, however, was not carried out. 
The French misBionaries entered heartily into 
the piao, and took the preliminary step of Becur- 
ing a suitable site by means of transfer from 
Moahesh, but by the time the arrangements 
were completed the Governor found that the 
whole of the funds at hia disposal would be 
requited elsewhere, and the design therefore fell 
through. 

Sir George Clerk had stationed Mr. John 
Bnmet, an old Sovereignty civil servant, at 
Bloemfontein, with the title of British Agent, 
and had been in favour of placing a similar 
officer with Moshesh at Thaba Bosigo. But Sir 
George Grey looked nnfavourably upon this 
plan, which, in his opinion, would only cause 
jealousy between tiie Europeans and the Basnto ; 
and in April 1855 he removed Mr. Burnet to 
Aliwal North, where he gave him the appoint- 
ment of Civil Cornmissioner and Beeideni Magis- 
trate, while retaining his serviceB as a medium 
for obtainiog information upon events occurring 
north of the Orange. 

Witai's people were still plundering their 
neighbours, and a large part of the Harrisoiith 
district, abandoned by the farmers, was overmn 
by them, when early in 1856 the Volksraad 



detarmined to send an expedition agftintit the 
maraadera. Mosbesh informed the PreddeDt 
that haying need all his influence in vain to 
iadnce Witei to testore the Btolen cattle, be 
would give tiiat chief no aBaietanoe i£ be ware 
attacked. This conree of action was in accord- 
ance with his policy of bringing all the pe4ty 
chiefs in the neighbourhood of the Lesnto to 
acknowledge him sb their head. Witel was 
acting in entire independence, snd thue it suited 
Moshesh's purpose to see him chastised. 

A burgher commando was with great difficulty 
got together, for there was hardly a district in 
the State that the occupants conld leave without 
exposing their families to be attacked during 
their absence. In May the burgher force, under 
Commandant Botha, m&rcbed against Witsi. It 
was accompanied by a son of Mosbesh and by 
the commander of his warriors, who were sent 
by the great chief to act as mediators in case 
Witsi should submit. A demand was made 
n'pon the robber capt^n of seventeen hundred 
head of cattle and three hundred horses, as com- 
pensation for his people's thefts, with the 
alternative of active hostilities within twenty- 
four hours. This demand not being complied 
with, the burghers entered his country, defeated 
small parties of his people in a couple of skir- 
mishes, and seized about as much stock as he bad 
been called upon to surrender. Thereupon the 
commando broke up, every man returning to 
hie home. 

The dispersion of the Free State forces, before 
adequate punishment had been inflicted on the 



robbers, left the district of Hamamith at Witd's 
mercf. The President then entrnsted the settle- 
ment of matters there to Hr. Joseph H. Orpen, 
Landdrost o£ Winbnrg and Hamamith," who 
, managed to get together a small commando, 
with which he entered Witai's coontry, drove 
oat his retainers, aad lud their villages waste. 
The refngeee fled into tjie LeBatO, where they 
were received by MoHhesh, who now became 
their advocate and pleaded with the Free State 
Government not to punish them further. The 
cattle, however, were by order of the groat 
chief allowed to fall into the hands of the 
farmers. 

For a fear weeks after the agreement made 
by Moshesh in presence of Sir QeorgeOrey, the 
number of thefts along the border greatly 
diminished, hut cattle lifting was -soon resumed 
on as extensive a scale as before. In March 
18S6 the Basuto chief in writing to the President 
laid claim to the conntry as far as a line running 
from Commissie Drift by the southern side of 
the Koesberg to the Orange Biver. Between 
this line and that of Major Warden, which the 
Free State claimed, the district thereafter became 
the scene of unchecked lawleasnees. Jan Letele, 
Lebenya, Poshnli, Beperi, and other petty cap- 
tains, tbongb quarrelling with each other, were 

* In Uie axttaordinnry bm^od of September ISbi 
the VoUuraad reBolved to hare but one laaddrosC foi 
the two diBtrictfl of Winburg and Harriamith. The 
neolndon Woa acted apaa, and at this time Hx. Orpen 
waa the bead of both diatricta, bnt a little later it 
vaa found neceBaary to bare a landdroat in each. 



«iie in plnndering and inealting the farmers. 
Most of these in despair abandoned their farms, 
irent into lager, and became clamorons for 
open war aa an evil less than that they were 
«iidariiig. Mosbeah as ever spoke oonstanttj of 
the advaatages of peace, but made do eff urt to 
Buppress the hostile acts of his subjects. 

While matters were in this condition, Mr. Boshof 
sent « deputation to Thaba Bosigo to demand 
the Stock stolen prior to the agreement and f oar 
times the quantity stolen after that date, or the 
surrender of the robbers. If this demiind sfaould. 
not ba complied with, he threatened to attack 
the ofEending clans, in which case be desired 
the great chief not to protect them. la reply 
Hoshesh promised to hold an assembly of his 
leading men, when if they would not agree to 
punish the thieves and make compensation as 
demanded be would leave the marandiug clans 
to their fate. But he did not keep his word, 
and Mr. Boshof thoaght it prudent not to carry 
-out his threat. 

The Basnto chief was really making prepara- 
tions for war, in case the farmers would not 
give op the disputed disirict. lie did not fear 
the Free State in the least, but he was too 
AStute to draw upon himself the enmity of the 
Colonial Gbveroment at the same time. He 
'was therefore secretly intriguing with the coast 
tribes, with a view of keeping the attention of 
the colonists occupied nearer home, while ho 
WM endeavouring to make Sir George Qrey 
i>elieTe that be was doing everytiiing possible 
to preserve peace. So great was his power of 



deception that the miemonaiy Arbonsset, other- 
wiae B very observaut man, mistook a Bcheme 
of his to get the Britiah Authorities to aeeiet in 
keeping his warriors together, for the peaceable 
design of preventing treapass over the colonial 
frontier. And so great was his aasnranoe that 
he actnally applied to the Landdroat of Smith- 
field for a anpply of guns and ammanition to 
enable him, as he aaid, to chastise the robbers. 

Sir George Grey, however, was not the man 
to be eo deceived. He had agents among tbs 
Kaffir tribes observing from widely separated 
points, who placed the fact of the Basnto chiefs 
intrigues beyond all qnestion, though so secretly 
and carefully were they carried on that the 
details could not be aacertained. The Governor 
informed Moshesh that he was aware of the 
communications passing hetweea him and the 
most powerful chief on the east^ra frontiw, 
who was then destroying his cattle and com 
preparatory to attacking the Colony, ttloshesh 
in reply asserted his loyalty and fidelity to the 
Britdsh Government, flatly denied having had 
any intercourse with Kreli for more than three 
years, and appealed to President Boshof to 
testify in bis favour. The missionary Jonsse, 
who acted as secretary on this occasion, was so- 
deceived that Moshesli's statements appeared to 
him to be worthy of credence. But though the 
chief managed to blind even sncli sensible men 
as Messrs. Arbousset and Jousse, who wers 
apparently in a mont favourable position for 
observation, but who really had no snch sonrcee 
of information as Sir Geoige Grey had at com- 



jnand,' the Qoveraoi's letter conviaced him that 
he muBt act with still greater caution in f utura 
and endeavour to throw the whole blame of 
provocation upon the farmers, or he would not 
be left to deal with them aloae. 

The demand which the Preaident had made 
was for 768 horses and 535 head of cattle, of 
which the chief had restored only 6 horses and 
141 head of cattle when in Octoher 1856 the 
Volkaraad met in extraordinarj session. Aa 
nothing better could be done, it was resolved 
to send another deputation to Thaba Boeigo. 
Messre. Gerrit Viaser and Jacobus HofEman 
accordingly visited Moshesh and induced him 
to sign a, document in which he undertook to 
deliver within one month the horses and cattle 
still due, and further promised to do his best 
to prevent robberies in future, so that the 
farmers might occupy their lands' in safety 
without being disturbed by his people. It was 
necessary to do something now, so to meet the 
first part of his engagement. Mo shesh called for 
contributions in stock from each of his vassal 
chieftains. He did not attempt to punish the 
robber clans or even to compel them alone 
to moke restitution. Thq result was that the 
thieving continued as before. 

'There are very few ioBbuiceB iadeed in Soath 
African history of missioDsries deCectinf; prepaiacious 
for war which were being made all aronDd tbpm. On 
nearly every occasion when an outbreak haa occurred 
they h«Te been taken completely by Barprise. Some 
cnriacs inatainccB of their bavicg been led astray by 
appearanCBB are given with the utmost oandour by the 
French miaaxonariea in their JoumaL 
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B&rlf in 1857 the Basato chief delivered to 
the Laoddroat of Smithfield 1,369 of the moat 
wretched cattle in his conotry, but only 36 
hones, as the tribe refused to part with enimals 
required in war. The Volkaraad, however, 
declined to aooept cattle in piece of horses, 
and after deducting the number due, the re- 
mainder were eeiit back to MoBhesh. 

Jiiet at this time the Free State QoTemment 
was dietnrbed by the olaime of Mr. M. W, 
Prettmue, who was endeavonring to nmta the 
different republics, and who had nnmerons par- 
tisans south of the Vaal. He presented himself 
at Bloemfontain, and attempted to obtain from 
the Volksraad an acknowl^gment of his right to 
the Governiuent of the State. He entered into 
negotiations with Moshesh also, but the chief 
was careful not to commit himself, although he 
led Mr. PretoriuB to believe that he favoured 
his cause. 

"White tbe republic was thus distracted with 
internal dissensioe, Moshesh was sparing no 
efforts to secure the friendship, or st least the 
neutrality, of the Colonial Government He 
offered to enbmit the question of the ownership 
of the ground in dispute to Sir George Grey'e 
arbttratioD, but under cooditians that wonld 
have left him master of the situation no matter 
what the decision might be. In his reply the 
Governor declined to interfere until made 
Acquainted with all that bad transpired between 
him and Pretorius. This letter must have in- 
creased Moshesh's conviction that Sir George 
Grey was watching him closely. He now sent 



his son Nehemiah to reaida at the Eoesbei^, and 
gave him ioBbvctioiiB to BuppreM qtoclilifting, 
which Nehemiah did pretty effectually for 
Mveral months, thua ahawing' that Moahesh bad 
power to control his aabjecte, if he were bot 
iocliaed to nae it The efforts of Nehemiah to 
preserre. order relaxed, howeTOr, aboat the 
begiuniDg of 1868. 

To force the bnrghein to commence hostilities 
was the object of the Baanto. In answer to the 
continued demsjids of tite Free State Qoyem- 
ment for Ibe horaea which tlia Rreflt chief had 
bound himself ta deliver (of which he h&d seat 
in only 45), lettera of the moat friroloua nature 
were written, indicating that Moahesh was 
tfeating the matter with contempt Hnoting 
parties of from three to five hundred anoed and 
monnted men en(«ied the Free State when and 
where they pleaded, and trespaased upon farms 
ID defiance of the owners. Id the diatricta of 
Barrismith, Winburg, and Smitbfield, farma held 
nDder English titles were taken possesaioB of by 
petty Basuto captaias, and when attempts were 
made to remove the iutrndera, Moahesh and 
Letne olaimed the right of iDterferiag. Events 
had reached that condition which can only be 
remedied by war. 

In February 1856 the Volkaraad, feeling the 
grave responaibili^ of the step, but convinced 
that fnrthei remonstrances would be fatile, 
anthorized the President to preveut intrusion 
upon the territory of the State. They claimed 
the Warden Line as their boundary, which 
Mosheah did not cease to ignore. The Prewdeot 



accordioglj wrote to Moehesh requeBdng him to 
warn the marauding chiefs that " henceforth 
" cattle BtealiDg, and more particularly the 
" intruding upon any part of the State by armed 
" bands for whatever purpose or upon what- 
" ever pretence, without permission previously 
" obtained, would be regarded as acts of open 
"hostility, and that measures would be taken to 
"punish such parties and their chiefs in such a 
" manner as to teach them to respect the righta 
" of the burghers and the peace of the territory." 
ITie illusion was maintained throughout this 
letter thattbe great chief was personally inclined 
for peace, and that the hostile acts of the petty 
captains were committed in disobedience of hia 
orders. It was therefore stated that the Raad 
had no iotenlJoa of disturbing the good under^ 
standing between him and themselves, and trusted 
that he would not support the marauders. Bnt 
that there might be no doubt as to what was 
really intended, a sentence was added that " no 
further warning would be given." 

Five days after this letter was written, 
Mosheeh's brother Poshuli, with his own fol- 
lowers and sopie retainers of the Baphuti chief 
Moros), took forcible possession of one of the 
best farms in the Smithfield district, which had 
previously been in the occupation of Mr. Jan 
de Winnaar, and (o which the Mission Station 
of Hebron was subsequently removed. The 
petty chief Lebenya (who was a cousin of Jan 
Letele) had previously aeiaed several other 
farms in that neighbourhood, aud bad destroyed 
the buildings end orchards upon them. It was 



known at the same time that Lewie had 
BBSonbled a large portjr of warrior§, and was 
ready to moTe in any direotioa. There could 
DO longer be a possibility of ataviog off war, 
except by the abaDdoDmeot of the conntry. 
The Landdrost of Smith field therefore called out 
the bnrghere of his district, and as soon as the 
tidings reached Bloemfontein measures were 
taken to mobilize almost the entire force of the 
State. While this was taking place, Letsie and 
Moperi were writing to ask what aJl the excite- 
ment was about, and Nebemiah was protesting 
that Foshuli had mode the inroad in ignorance 
that he was doing anything wrong. 

There was same correspondence, and several 
meetings were held, but all was hollow on both 
sides. The Free State Government was trying 
to gain time to collect the forces of its western 
and northern districts, and Mosheah was trying 
to make it appear that the farmers were the 
ajEgresBorfi. The Basuto chiefs all denied posi- 
tively that they were assembling their warriors, 
but it is certaiu that they had already done so. 
Only fonr days aft«r the raid, Moro^ and those 
of his followers who bad not previonely joined 
Poshnli crossed the Orange to aid Letsie. At 
the same time that these events were taking 
place in the south, Molitsane and hia Bataung 
were plandering the inhabitants of Winhurg, 
where five robbers were shot dead and two 
others and a farmer were wounded. 

By the 10th of March a tolerably strong com- 
mando was encamped on the border of the die- 
tnrbed district The President was there with 



eeverol members of the Volksraad, the Lood- 
diost of Smithfield, and other inflnential men. 

On that day came Jan Letele with a party of 
his followeTB Ui the Free State camp, and 
requested the Preaideiit to receive him as a sub- 
ject. He had been one of the most troubleBome 
of all the petty captains os the border, and there 
was no affection wasted between bim and the 
fanners ;. but in such straits did the Government 
of Mr. Boshof feel itself to be, that the Council 
which met to conaider the matter resolved to 
accede to the request. In most cases of the 
kind the defection of a clan from the tribe to 
which it belongs is only feigned for atrategio 
purposes. In this instance it was not so, and 
the burghers knew that the enmity between the 
grttndsDo of Motlomi and the family of Moshesh 
was BO bitter that they could depei;d upon his 
doing nothing Od favour their foea. Yet the. 
acceptance of Jan Letele as s subject, even in 
theae exceptional circumstances, proved to be a 
great blunder. It carried with it the necessity 
of protecting him thereafter and the responsi- 
bility for his and hia people's acts. 

On the same afternoon a Council of War was 
held, with President Boshof aa Chairman. It 
was decided toendeavour to get together farther 
forces, and to commence hostilities after f onrleen 
days, iinleaa Moaheah in the meantime should 
acknowledge the Warden Line and agree to 
make compensation for all thefts traced to hie 

On the Uth the Premdent sent to Moeheah an 
nltimatnm, in which, after a recital of recent 
events, he demanded a reply to the following 



qnestjona, to be seat to BloemfoDteiii before the 
meeting of the Executive Council on the 19th 
of the month ; ftiid infonoed the chief that upon 
hi8 answer would depend peace or war ; — 

1. "Are yen willing to force and oblige Poahnli 

and Lebenya within the period of one month 
to pay the damagea cauaed by them or their 
people to the farma of our burghera aa above 
stated, according to a fair valuation ?" 

2. " Will you promise to take prompt measures 

to prevent cattle stealing in our territoriee, 
and to remove Poehuli and Lebenya far 
away from our boundaries ?" 

3. " Will you engage, without any farther delay, 

to pay up the arrears of compentation for 
horses stolen by Bosuto, as already under- 
taken by you, and to cause compensation 
1« be made, according to your agreement 
with me, for such theEta as can be shown 
to have been aubsequently committed by 
your subjects ?" 

4. " Will you engage to respect the boundary 

lines of onr State, such as you agreed to 
with Major Warden, end which were con- 
firmed by Her Majesty tlie Queen of Eng- 
land's High Com miatd oner t>ir Harry Smith, 
untjl such time as any alteration may be 
agreed to thereiu by the Paramount Chief 
of the Basnto nation and the Anthorities of 
the Free State, either by mutual consent or 
by way of arbitration as proposed by you 
t« His Escellraicy the Governor of the 
Cape Colony, to which this Qovemment is 
inclined, upon fair and reasonable terms, to 



accede, — and prevent your people from 

enteriog onr State armed on any pretence 

whatever, on pain of being treated as 

enemies, nnlees previons consent shall have 

t>een ohtnined from the Landdrost ?" 

Of the first three of these demands Moshesh 

took no notice whatever, though to the third he 

might in jnstice have replied that as a very 

large proportion of thetiieftshadbeoa committed 

by adherents of Jan Letele, the acceptuice of 

these people as Free State subjects absolved 

him from payment of the bBionce of the debt. 

To the fourth demand he only replied after the 

date named, in consequence of which war againBt 

the Basuto was proclaimed at Bloemfontein on 

the 19th of March 1858. 

There were among the bnrghers rash and 
thoughtless men who entered eagerly into this 
war, but the great majority of them felt that 
nothing but the direet necessity conid justify 
their embaying in it Few as they were, they 
had always been divided by factions, and only 
recently the most active party in the State had 
become violent opponents of Mr. Boshofs 
Ooveroment. They Had no soldiers, not even a 
body of police. They woald be obliged to take 
the field entirely at their own expense, while 
during their absence from home not only must 
their ordinary employments be euspended, bnt 
their fan^ilies must be left witbont protection. 
Their enemy occnpied a country which was one 
vast fortreus, from any point of which he could 
seod^out parties of light horse to pillage the 
plains while they were engaged at a diatanee. 



H» would fight ooly behind defsnces which 
the; must attack, and his force was to thairB as 
fifteen or twelve to one. Lastly, it waa then 
supposed that the Basnto were aa well armed 
as the fanneTs. Some renegade whites had 
shewn Moaheeh's people how to make gun- 
powder, and they bad prepared a supply, which, 
howerer, was found after the war commenced 
to be of inferior quality. 

The eveata which led to hoetilitieB have been 
traced in precoding- pHgeo, but it may make the 
Buhjeet clearer to suramarise them here. Land 
waa the chief factor in the quarrel. Each party 
claimed a considerable strip of territory, aorl 
each had grounds for asserting a right to it. It 
had been g^ven to Moaheah by Governor Sir 
George Napier in a formal treaty, and the chief 
maintained that his subsequent cession of it to 
Sbjor Wardea had been cancelled by higher 
Imperial offieere. It was partly occupied by 
hie snbjects, and had been so for twelve or 
fifteen years. The Europeans claimed it by 
right of poBsessioD taken when it was vacant, 
and of holding their farms under English titles 
tssned by the Sovereignty Qovemniant. In 
their view it was part of a great district utterly 
waate before the simultaneous migration into it 
of themselves and the fiasuto, between whom 
the Warden Line waa a boundary which gave a 
fair proportion to each. That Line had be^i 
consented to by Moaheah in writing, had never 
to tfaeir knowledge been cancelled, and was the 
boundary recognized by the Q-ovemment from 
which they had taken over the country. 
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CoDBtant thefts of cattle by the Basnto, and 
the impoeaibilitj' of ohtainiug redresB, must 
next be considered. And here one is struck by 
the appoient anomaly of the Free State G-OTem- 
ment requiiing Mosbesh to keep order over 
people on ground claimed by itself. But this 
was coQsisteat with the policy constantly pur- 
sued by the Dutch from the beginning of their 
coIonizatioD of Kouth Africa, of iuterferiog as 
Itllle as possible with the internal affairs of 
native tribes, of bringiag them under subjection 
to European courts of law only in cases where 
Europeans were also conceiaed. In effect it 
was saying to Mosbesh : those thieves are your 
people, yon claim juriadiction over them and 
we have no desire to interfere between them 
and you, we wish you to remove them from our 
country, but if you do not, then you must keep 
them in order ; otherwise yon must engage not 
to protect them, and wo will punish tbem our- 
selves. ThJB line of action was quite in accor- 
dance also with Basuto law. Every native tribe 
in South Africa, if plundered as the Border 
Boers had been, would regard such treatment as 
3, declaration o£ war. Moshesh must have 
directed or at least connived at Poshuli'e con 
duct, wilj) a view of forcing the white people 
to abandon the disputed territory. As for Jan 
Letele and Lebenya, the great chief did not 
choose to punish them for their depredations 
and violent conduct, for he had built up his 
power by conciliation, and he had too little 
regard for the Free State QovQrnment to dread 
its reeentment. 



Active hostilities commenced at Beersheba 
Mission Station on the 23rd of March. This 
station had been fouoded in 1836 by the Rav. 
Mr. ttolland, who had gathered togetiier a mixed 
body of natives, with whom he etil) reBided as 
pastor. Each of (he clans there had ita own 
government, bnt the missionary and such resi- 
dents as were of the Basuto tribe acknowledged 
the supremacy of Moehesh. It was coDsiderad 
necessary, before the Free State forcee ehoold 
enter the Lesnto proper, to guard agaiost the 
danger of leaviog a body of the enemy behind, 
and therefore Mr. Sauer, Londdrost of Smith- 
field, was directed with the burghers of hie 
district to disarm the natives there and drive 
out each ae would not submit 

Having ascertained that some Basuto warriors 
from Elandgberg were on the way to join their 
friende at Beersheba, Mr. Saner sent a company 
of his men forward to the ford of the Caledon to 
prevent their crossing, and with the remainder 
of the bnrghers he proceeded to the Btation. 
Moeletei, the most powerful of the chiefs, had 
however received intimation of his approach, 
and daring the preceding night had gone ofE 
with his followere capable of bearing arras, 
leaving the women, children, and feeble of his 
clan under the care of the missionary. 

Early in the morniog the Basuto from Elands- 
bei^ arrived at the ford where the burgher 
patrol was waiting for them, and the first skir- 
mish of the war took place, in which about 
twenty natives were kiDed. 

Mr. Sauer having called upon the men of the 



BtatioD to SDirepdertheir anoB, one of the chiefs, 
a UoroloDg named Hooi, complied. Snfficieot 
time hHViDg be«u allowed, and the other teBJdents 
of the place having declined to give up their 
weapons, fire was opened upon them and aboat 
thirty were killed. The retainers of Mareks, a 
Baauto captain who had shown reaiatance, were 
driven from the station, and their property was 
confiscated. Maceka himself was mode a 
prisoner and taken to Smithfield, and it was 
thought prudent to retain Mooi also as a hostage 
for the good behavionr of bis people. The only 
casnalties of the burghers during the day were 
two men slightly wounded. 

Thus the war commenced by the destruction 
o£ ft mission station, for Boeisheba never re- 
covered from the events of that day. The 
people who had been living there were compara- 
tively ittofEeosive, and yet they were tbe first 
and moat severe sufferers. Mr. RoUand saw the 
fruits of twenty-two years of labour scattered 
to the winds in a couple of honis. One does 
not need to answer the vexed question aa to 
which does most towards the civilization of the 
natives, the farmer or the missionary j for no 
matter what reply is given, one must feel atrong 
sympathy for a man in Mr. Holland's position. 
Yet there was no other course open for the Free 
State Government than to do as it did. To have 
left the people of Moeletsi and Mareka armed in 
Hie rear of the commando entering Basntoland 
would have been an omiaaion of egregious folly. 
There was no military or police force available 
to watch those chiefs end prevent them from 
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executing hostile acts. It was thus oeceiUBTy 
to disann them, aad to proceed to eztremitiea 
againat anob aa wonld not yield. The measure 
was carried out without an; midue violeuoe, sod 
it waa only after every reaaoDftbla effort to 
prevent bloodshed had failed that fire waa opened. 
It was war, and war sporea not those who hesitate 
to lay down their axon. 

The plan of the campaign adopted by the Free 
State GovemmeDt was to bnkI two commEiiidoa 
into the Leanto, one from the north, the other 
from the sooth, to meet before Thaba Bosigo 
and endesToar to carry that Btroogbold by storm. 
By this means it was hoped that the attention 
of the Basuto would be takes up with the 
defence of their villages and cattle, and that the 
field of operations might be limited to their 
country. 

Bat in Moabesh the Free State had to deal 
with one whose early manhood had been passed 
in war, and who bad risen to power by means 
of military ability displayed chiefly as a strate- 
gist. He had forgotten nothing since the days 
of Matiwane and Umpengezita, but had learnt 
much. He sent his cattle into distant and 
almost inaccessible mountain ravines, and then 
gave orders to his captains to fight at every 
point of advantage, but when pressed close to 
fall hack and draw the Boer commandos after 

Commandant General Hendrik Weber with 
the bui^here of the eonthern portion of the 
State and Jan Letele's people marched first to 
Vecbtkop, the headqnarters of Foshuli. On the 
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28th of March Nehemiah and Poehnli were met 
with there, and after an engagecnent retreated, 
leaving the villages of the latter to their fate. 
On the following day they were fired, and the 
commando then proceeded Dorthwardg. On the 
3rd of April it was at " the Hell," where in an 
ambuah it lost sixteen men killed and wounded, 
hut bad the satisfaction of killing nearly four 
times as many Baento as well as one renegade 
Eoropean, and of captnring a few hundred cattle. 
From " the Hell " the commando marched 
against Letaie, but its progress wtu impeded by 
the action of the Conncil of War, a debating 
society before which all questions of importance 
were required to be brought and to whose deci- 
sions the Commandant was obliged to conform. 
This Council resolved that it would be impru- 
dent to attack Letsie, and the commando there- 
fore fell back to Jammerberg Drift. 

The column formed of the burghers of the 
nortliern part of the Free State was in two 
divisions, under Commandants F. Senekal and 
W. J. Fretoriua. On the 25th of March Moperi 
and Molitsaoe ware defeated at Eoranaberg by 
Commandant Fretorins. On the 12th, 13th, and 
14th of April, at Cathcart's Drift, this column 
had a series of eegagements with the warriors 
of Molapo, Moperi, and Molitsane, who sur- 
rounded and threatened to annihilate it with 
their overwhelming nnmbers. But by this time 
it was known that the gunpowder manufactured 
by the Basuto was incapable of carrying a ball 
furlher than a hondred and fifty or two hundred 
yards, so that the difference of nnmbei was 



more tban compensated. The columo forced 
its way ont of the deaae ring of warrioni, but 
not before it htid lost Beventeen meo, killed and 
woanded. 

On the 26tb the two columns effected ti junc- 
tion. Three days later Mr. F. Seoekal was 
elected Commandant General in place of Mr. H. 
"Weber, and an attack waa made npon Letsie, 
who was posted with abont four thousand war- 
riors on the heights close to his village, the 
mission station of Morija. Aft«rsome skirmiBh- 
ing Letsie gave -way, and retreated to Thaba 
Bosigo. The commando then took possession of 
his village, when the burghers were horrified by 
finding portione of the corpses of some of their 
friends who had fallen at " the Hell." The 
Basnto priests had brought these ghastly relics 
there for the purpose of nsing them as matter 
to bewitch and bring evil upon their opponents, 
and had concealed them from other eyes, — 
particniarly &om those of women, — in a labora- 
tory of their own, which was discovered when 
the conmiando entered. Exasperated by this 
-nght, the burghers condemned the village to the 
same fate as that to which they had devoted 
the kraals of the robber Poshuli, and spared only 
the church and the property of the missionary 
Maeder. 

The Bev. Hr. Arbonsset with his family and 
six Bnglish traders and mechanics, who had been 
living at Morija, left the place before the com- 
mando entered it. It was fully believed by the 
bnrghers that they had fought on the Basnto 
tide, but this has since been disproved. Mr 



AiboosMt removed his family to a cava in a 
Deigliboariog mountain, owing to the illneee of 
one of biB daughters, and his fear that if the 
place were attacked the excitement might prove 
fatal to her. Whj the traders left Morija haa 
nevtf yet been satisfactorily explaioed, for as 
neutrala they had nothinf; to fear from the 
Free State forces. Mr. Maeder, who remained 
at his bouse, sofEered no moloBtation, nor 
did any other peaceable individual eucountered 
by the commando in the Lesuto. The 
property of those who fled, being left with- 
out protection, met with the same treatment ae- 
that of the Basnto. This event cansed a great 
deal of discussion in Sonth Africa and among^ 
the Wssion SocietieB of Europe. The French 
CoDSol at Cape Town requested the High Com- 
miseioner to protect hia comitrymen, and the 
British subjects whose property had been- 
destroyed petitioned him to obtain compensa- 
tion for them from the Free State Government. 
But all parties in the end, tboagb regretting the 
event, came to see that the destruction of pro- 
perty under snch circumstances was nothing 
nnusnal in war. The Imperial Government 
declined to interfere in the matter, and the 
Volksraad refused to recompense either the 
missionary or the traders, but voted £ 100 to the 
Paris Mission Society to make good the damage 
its buildings had sustained. 

From Morija the Free State forces marched 
to Thabft Boeigo, where they arrived on the 6th 
of May. A body of Basuto encountered at the 
foot of the mountain made a show of resistance^ 
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but after akirmishiag for four hours took to 
flight. The bui^heis had before their eyes at 
last the object of their expedition, and they 
recognized at once the hopeleasnefiB of Becuring 
it. The frowning precipices of the great citadel, 
hundreds of feet in height, were beyond 
the power of man to scale, and the few 
eteep pathways to its summit were fortified 
in the strongest manner and defended by a 
garrison amply provided with mnnitioos of 

During the fortnight preceding the arrival of 
the burgher forces before Thaba Bosigo, Tarions 
rumours had readied the cainpa that the Basnto 
had inTAded the Free State and were spreading 
devastation far and wide. What was at first 
donbtfal was hy-and-by confinsed. It was 
known that on the 11th of April, while the 
northern oolnmn was fighting at Cathcart's 
Drift with one great Bwarm of natives, a body 
of light horsemen had spread over the District 
of Winhnrg, had swept off all the stock in its 
track, and had left behind nothing but smoulder- 
ing rains. It was known too that this was only 
the first of a series of raids in that direction. 
And now came intelligence that on the 26th of 
April the District of Smithfield had been pillaged 
and laid waste in a similar manner. With each 
tiding* in their ears and with an impregnable 
stronghold before their ejee, there came but one 
thought to the burghers, that of returning ta 
tiieir families. A Council of War was speedily 
held, and a resolution to break up the oom- 
nando was adopted. Without an hour's delay 



it was acted upon, and ever; mui set off for his 
home EtB quickly as he could. 

Even before this utter collapse Preddent 
Boefaof Baw plaiuly that the Free State was 
unable to hold its own in war against the 
Basnto. He had asked the sister republic beyond 
the Vaal for help, and bad ascertained that the 
anion of the two States must precede the grant- 
ing of assistaoce. The Qovernor of the Cape 
Colony had proclaimed a strict neutrality, and 
thoa^ a few individuals could not be prerented 
from going to aid their brethren, nor a few 
adventurerB from croaaing the river to take ser- 
vice as BobBtitntea for burghers who could 
afiord to pay them liberally, the whole buccout 
thus obtained was probably leaa than that which 
Uoshesh was receiving from neighbouring native 
tribes. Moroko's Barolon^, indeed, were in arms 
on the Free State side, but their weight was 
trifiing in the scale against Moshesb. 

On the 27th of April Mr. Boahof wrote to Sir 
George Orey, aekiog for hia intercesaion as a 
humane and Christian act The Cape Parliament 
was then wttiog, and the Governor without any 
delay informed the Chambers of the President's 
application. Hereupon the Legislative Council 
unanimously reaolved " that a respectful addraas 
be presented to His Excellency the Governor, 
thanking him for hie measage relative to the 
melancholy state of affairs in the Orange Free 
State, and expressing the cordial approval of 
this Council of a friendly mediation on the part 
of His Excellency, and their earnest hope that 
he may thus be enabled to restore peace and 



atoicsbly to eettle all differences between the 
FresideDt of the Free State and the Baanto 
Chief." 

In the House of Assembly a resolution was 
passed " that Hie Excellency the Governor shonld 
be requested by this House to tender his services 
to mediate between the President of the Free 
State and the Chief of the Basoto, with the view 
of bringing about a termiaatiuD of the disastrous 
war now raging in their territories, and of 
settling the disputes between them which have 
nnfortanatelj led to the war ; but it is the 
opinion of this House that in case of either 
party declining to accept His Excellency's 
mediation, His Excellency should not further 
interfere, or take any step which might, either 
directly or indirectly, involve or compromige 
this Colony in the differences existing between 
the Free State and the Basuto." 

As soon as these reHolutions were passed the 
Governor tendered his services as a mediator to 
Ur. Boshof and Mosheeh. The President and 
Executive Council of the Free State gratefully 
accepted the offer, and the Volkaraad, as sooD 
as it met, approved of their having done so. 
Uoshesh also agreed unconditionally to the 
Goveraoi's mediation, for though he was 
apparently master of the situation, he was wise 
enough to see that if he pushed his advantages 
too far he would bring a new enemy into the 
field. The onion of the two republics, which 
many people were then speaking of as necessary 
to the existoDce of the Free State, was a con- 
tingency that he had to take into consideration. 
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Before Sir George Orej's offer of mediation 
reached Bloemfontein the Free State forces had 
dieaolved, and Mr. Boehof was compelled to 
m >ke overtnrea to Moabeeh for a enapenaion of 
hoatilitiea. He wrote aakiDg the chief if he 
would recnTo a depntatioa, or if he would 
conaeut to Preeideat Pretorias of the Transvaal 
airangiDg an annistice. Moaheah replied in a 
haughty and Barcaatic manner, threw the blame 
of the war upon the Free State, accused the 
burghers of acting aa barbariaOB, and stated 
that he had not yet begnn to fight ; bnt he 
consented to receive a deputation to arrange a 
truce. Measrs, L. J. Papenfua and W. G, 
Evei; were then sent to Thaba Bosigo, and on 
the 1st of June an armistice was agreed npon 
and signed, under which all military operationB 
on both sides were to he suspended noUl Sir 
Qeorge Grey should arraiige the final terms of 
peace. There was, however, to be no inter- 
course otber than bf ofGcial messengers between 
the contracting parties daring that interval. 

It was not until towards the end of July that 
Sir George Grey was able to leave Cape Town. 
On the 20th of August he reached Bloemfontein 
and arranged with the President that the Com- 
missioners appointed by the Volkaraad shonld 
draw up their caae conciaely in writing, and 
have it, with any documents to support it, in 
readiness to lay before a meeting with Moshesh 
and his Councillors, which he proposed to hold 
at an early date. 

At Bloemfontein the Governor received 
urgent despatches requiring him to send all the 
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troopH that coqM be spared immediately to 
lodia. To ' eBtttblish peace between the Free 
Ettate aod the Basuto thus became a matter of 
the first importance, for until that was accom- 
plished not a soldier coaM be miaaed. Moshesh'a 
success had caused a feeling of restleesDess 
among the tribes on the colonial border, and if 
the war should be resamad it was feared that 
it might become general between whites and 
blacks throaghout South Africa. And nol- 
withstanding the truce of the 1st of June and 
a subsequent agreement of a similar nature, to 
which the South African Republic was also a 
party, there was the utmoet danger of an imme- 
diate renewal of hostilities. ' Thieving along the 
whole border was as rife as ever, houses were 
still being burnt down far within the limits of 
the Free State, and great armed hunting parties 
were traversing the country wherever they 
pleased. Nor was the provocation confined 
to Hoshesh's people. To Jan Let«le, subject 
of the Free State, timoK of truce as well 
as times of peace were times of plunder. 
His retainers lost no opportunity of lifting the 
stock of other Basuto, and were especially 
delighted when they could rob Poshuli. 

Even on the colomal border disturbances were 
threatening. The Superintendent of the Witte- 
bergen Native Beserve (now the District of 
Herschel) had taken advantage of the presence 
there of a strong body of mounted police, and 
had requiced Moroei to remove his adherents to 
bb own side of the Tees. The Baphnti chief, 
who laid claim to a great tract of land on the 
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coloniBl sid«, to which he had about as much 
right as Moshesh had to the Lower Caledon, in 
retaliation waa pluadenug the fieaerve and the 
adjoining dietricta. 

Matters werein this .coii,dition when Sir Qeorge 
Grey rode from Bloemfonteia to Thaba BoBigo, 
and met MoBhesh. He desired the chief to 
diBcaas his case thoroughlj with hia aons, coun- 
cillors, and great vasaala, and then to attend a 
meeting with tLe Free State Commiaaioners at 
Aliwal North, when both Bides conld bring 
forward tiieir claims. Moahesh professed himeelt 
willing to do as desired, bnt requested that 
instead of Aliwal North, Beersheba should be 
the place of meeting, as more convenient to 
himself. To this Sir Qeorge Grey assented, and 
fhe 15th of September was fixed as the date of 
the conference. 

After making these preliminary arrangements, 
the Governor galloped to Eiog William's Town, 
put everything in order for moving the troops, 
and was back at Beersheba on tlie 14th of 
September. The Free State Commissioners, nine 
in number, were there, but Mosbe^ was not. 
A certain blind boy, who claimed to have com- 
mnnicalion with the spirit world, had a dream 
that evil would result from the chief's going to 
the meeting. Probably this dream accorded 
with Mosheah's views ; at any rate he professed 
to consider it as a warning, and stayed at home. 
And so, after all the trouble the Governor had 
taken, he fonnd at Beersheba only a letter askiag 
him to excuse the chief, as he was old and 
subject to headache, and had therefore sent a 
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namber of men to represent him. Bnt ttmotig 
these representatives there was not one of his 
sons of high rank, and it was evident to every 
one that Moehesh was trilling. 

Peace, however, was so ardently de^red by 
Bir George Grey that he did not feel inclined to 
abandon without further effort the attempt to 
secure it. He perueed carefully all the docn- 
ments submitted to him by the Free State Com- 
miscuoners, made himself thoronghly acquainted 
with their views, and then went a second time 
to visit MoBheab. He found the chief at Morija, 
and obtained from him a statement of what he 
and his tribe desired as conditions of peace. 
Mosbesh's pretensions were so extravagant that 
practically they amounted to the extinction of 
the Free State. On the other hand the com- 
miesioners of the republic were very unwilling 
to make any concessions, and even maintained 
that as the war had been brought on by the 
Baeuto, they should be condemned to pay the 
cost of it. With SQch conflicting claims, it 
seemed almost impossible to reconcile the con- 
tending parties. 

The Oovernor at length induced Moshesh to 
appoint commissioners with full power to act 
for him, and accompanied by these men he rode 
to Aliwal North. They were Makwai, the 
individual highest in hereditary rank of the 
house of Mosheah ; Job, Moahesh's half brother ; 
and David Baliye, a nephew of Molitsane. At 
Aliwal North the Governor framed a document 
containing such conditions as he considered juat 
and reasonable, and the commiadoners on both 
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BidcB after long argnment having agreed to the 
Mvsral clauses, it was formally sigDed on the 
29th of September. 

The treaty coofirmed the Wuden Line 
between the Europeans and natives on the north 
and west, bat gave to Mothesh a large portion 
of tlie disputed distnct between the Catedon and 
Orange rivers. The new boandary as defined in 
it was to be marked out by the Governor or by 
. commisaionera chosen by him. Bach party was 
to withdraw its subjects to its own ride, without 
compensation from the other, a reaaoaable time 
being allowed for the removal of orops and 
buildings. 

The district of Beersheba was recognized as 
belonging to the Free State, but siz thousand 
sores of gronnd immediately surrounding the 
mission station, to be marked out by the 
Governor's commissioners, were reserved for 
the French misrion in fall property. 

In the eleventh clause it was agreed that in 
case of rabberies being committed by any chiefa 
under the paramount authority of Moshesh, or 
in case of incurrions by armed banda into the 
territory of the Free State, Moshesh was uther 
to punish the criminals himself, or to allow the 
Free State to do so without iot«rfereoce or 
without a general war with the Basato tribe 
being the consequence. 

The remaining clauses provided for the open- 
ing of a public road between Hebron and Aliwal 
Horth, the mutual extradition of criminals, the 
restitntion of stolen property, the punishment 
of thieves, the responaihility of every chief for 
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cattle whose spoor Bhonld be traced to. his terri- 
tory, the prohibitiou of hunting parties in any 
district of the Free State without previoua 
pennission from the tanddrost, and the protec- 
tioQ of Jan Letele and Moroko from mokatation 
by the Basuto on account of having aided the 
Free State in the war. 

After the signing of the treaty, Sir George 
Qrey proceeded in person to see the new line 
properly marked with beacons. The commis- 
uoners on both sides accompanied him, and as 
it was found that in some places the strict 
wording of the treaty conld not well be followed, 
they consented to a few slight modificetione. 
When this was completed Makwai was sent 
with the treaty to Monbesh for ratificatian, but 
. the great chief returned it without his signature, 
tliough in a letter he stated that he agreed 
to it. 

Mr. Barnet was therefore instructed to proceed 
to Thaba Bosigo with the treaty. He found ■ 
Moshesh averse to several of the conditions, 
and evidently dissatisfied because he had not 
obtained all that he asked for. That as a con- 
queror in war he had received a cesuon of teiri- 
tory, that bis unpaid debt to the Free State had 
been cancelled, that he had been required to 
surrender nothing except a nominal sovereignty 
over lands to which hie claim was at best but 
shadowy, — were lost sight of in discontent that 
his people shonid be restrained &om hunting 
in Free State territory withont leave or license, 
and that he should be compelled to make 
restitatioa for thefts. It was at first T«ry 
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donbtfol whether all the trouble taken by the 
Qoremor had not been in vain, bnt after loDg 
wavering on the ISth of October Moaheeh. 
affixed his ee«l and mark to the treaty, thongh 
with evident relnctance, and, ae shown in the - 
sequel, with no intention of adhering to it. 
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THE WAE OF 1865 
FREE mn AND BASUTOIiin}, 

EVENTS THAT LED TO IT. 

GEORGE McCALL THEAL. 

CHAPTER I. 
Among native chiefs of South Africa Mosheah 
etands out prontiDBDtlf as the moet intelligent 
and tbe most humane. Like Tshaka he bailt up 
a great power bj hie owd ability, but he did it 
withoat that vast sacrifice of human life which 
marked Gm career of the Zulu despot. Alone 
among barbarian leadere, he had risen more by 
conciliating than by crushing his opponents. 
At the head of a mixed tribe, many members of 
which had once been cannibals, and many others 
lefogees from robber hordes, he had favoured 
the introduction of the arts of civilization and 
■twd befriended and encouraged European mis- 
sioDaries. Eo other South African chief was so 
capable as he of forming and carrying out 
elaborate plane for the advantage of bis people 



none could weigh opposing forces bo carefully, 
none knew so well how to turn every oppor- 
tunity to good accoont. 

But with si) ihiB, Moaheah had not, and could 
not in reason be expected to have, the higher 
virtues of Europeans. At no period of his life 
had he any regard whatever for his promiaes. 
He lost nothing, either in self-respect or in the 
opinion of his people, by breaking faith with 
others. He signed the treaty of 1868 to avoid 
the displeasare of Sir Qeorge Grey, but as there 
was no force to compel him to observe it, he 
made no effort to carry oat its proviaions. The 
plandering of the border farmera went on as 
before. Hunting parties continued to traverse 
the Free State, without troubling themselves 
to ask permission from a landdrost, though Mr. 
Boshof offered to place every facility in their 
- way if they would comply with a few simple 
and necessary regnlatiooa. 

Sir George Grey had seen, when arranging the 
terma of the treaty, that Jan Letele'a presence 
on the frontier was a formidable obstacle to the 
preservation of peace between Moshesh's people 
and the farmera. The upper portion of the district 
below the Drakenaberg which was then called 
Nomansland, and is now known aa Qrii^naland 
East, had been included by Sir Peregrine Mait- 
land in the territory over which the Pondo 
chief Fakn was recognised as paramount ruler 
in the treaty of 1844. It was, however, almost 
mioeoupied except by roving Buehmen, for 
whose acts Fafcu had long since declared that he 
ought not to be held responsible. He did not 
want the territory, he said repeatedly to Colonial 



officials, the Governor bad called it his in the 
treaty, bnt he hod do subjects in it aor nse for it. 
Sir G-eorge Grey therefore regarded the district 
aa being at his disposal, notwithstanding the 
letter of the Maitlond treaty, end he proposed, to 
give land in it to Jan Letele and Lehana, the 
son of Sikonyela. The lagt named wae the head 
of the Batlokna in the Wittehergen Native 
Beeerve, where there w»8 notsufficient room for 
him, and where bis presence caused much 
jealoDsy. 

But thia plan of the Governor, though favour- 
ably received bj Letele and Lehana, was frus- 
trated by the action of MoBhesh. It wae only 
natural that the Great Chief should be averse to 
the establishment of a rival Basuto tribe beyond 
the moimtaiQa, which would draw from him 
disaffected suhjecta and serioualy weaken hia 
own power. For many years he had been la 
close communication with Faku, who had offered 
him the vacant district, a contingency entirely 
unforeseen by Sir Peregrine Maitland when he 
acknowledged the Pondo chief as its owner. 
Ae soon therefore as the rumour of Sir George 
Orey's plan reached Mosheah'a. ears, meaeaies 
-were taken to counteract it, but in euch a manner 
that the Governor should have no suspicion that 
he was being thwarted." 

To thia end Nehemiah met Sir George Grey at 

• There is do pMitive statement to this effect, by 
any competeot antboiity, to be found in the leconlB of 
Basntoland ; but I think do other coDclnsion cud be 
arriTed at,, if the coDflictiDg evidence ooDtaiued in the 
otBcial pspera of the Dezt tcD yeaca be caretallj 
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Horija, and profeBsing that he was not on good 
tentiB with his father, reqaested that he 
«lflo might have a location in NomanBland, 
The OoTemor was not dieposed either to 
grant or refuse the request without further 
coDEnderatioD, and told Nehemiah to write to 
him after his return to Cape Town. Aa this 
would canse dela^, however, Moaheah'a sou 
decided lo move at once, aod before the close 
of 1858 he was established with aboat seventy 
. men on the western bank of the Umzimvnbu, 
near the source of that river. A little later, 
when retnrning to the Lesuto for the purpose 
of inducing a larger number to join him, he 
wrote to the Governor that he " would be very 
thankful if His Excellency would inform others 
who might wish to press in that his child 
Nehemiah had already settled in the new 
country with his good will." Of course, with 
Nehemiah on the Umzimvubu, Jan Letele made 
no attempt to settle in Nomansland, and when 
in the following year Lehana went to inspect 
the district he was deterred &om moving hia 
people into it by the threats of some Fondomisi 
chiefa who were then acting in concert with 
Beheniiah. 

The Volksraad of the Free State, tbongh 
considering that the treaty was all to the 
advantage of Mosheah, approved of the acta of 
their comraiaeioners, and tendered their thanks 
to Sir George Grey for the trouble be bad taken. 
The farmers were not permitted (o return to 
tha Basnto side of the new boundary, and wen 
compensated for their losses as far as possible 
by grants of land in the Beersbeba 'diatriot. 



The IiVeDch Miaaioa &ociet}r petitioned for a 
larger area than the six thoaHaod acrea secured to 
it in the treaty, bnt the Baad declined to comply 
with the request, and further resolved to pro- 
tect tba frieodly headman Mooi there, and not 
permit him to be forced out by the pressure of 
MoelQtu'a Basnto. 

In February 1859 Mr. Boshof sent a deputa- 
tion to Mosheah to represent to him that on 
account of the constant robberies and violence 
of the followers of Molitsane and Poshnli the 
farms along the Winburg and Caledon Biver 
borders were abandoned, and to nrge him to act 
in conformity with the treaty. Messrs. Schne- 
hage and Meyer, the members of the deputation, 
met with a friendly reception at Thaba Bosigo 
and from the chiefs along the route, but obtained 
no satisfactory reply from Moshesh, who merely 
desired that a meeting of Poahnii, Letele, Mr. 
Boshof, and himself should take place. The 
Qreat Chief, in turn, sent a deputation of five 
members to Bloemfontein, bnt when they had 
an interview with the Voiksraad they declared 
that they wore without authority, having been 
merely instructed to listen. 

In despair of being able to overcome the 
difficulties in which the State was now involved, 
Mr. Boshof tendered his resignation. The Voiks- 
raad (21st February 1859) earnestly requested 
him to continue in office, declaring their entire 
confidence in him, and expressing the opinion 
that his retirement would be most disastrous to 
the country. Be, however, obtained six months' 
leave of absence to visit Natal, and Mr. 6. R. 
Snyman was appointed Acting President, which 



position he occupied nntil February 1860, aB 
Mr. Boshof never returned. 

It would be wearisome to enter minutely into 
eventB on the Baanlo border during the time 
that Mr. Snyman was Acting President of the 
Free State. Sometimes there was a lull in the 
thefts, but there never was any security for 
property in cattle. Meetings were held between 
representatives of both sides, — one in May 1859, 
another in January 1860, — withont any good 
result. Mosesh said plainly that he would 
redress do wrongs until Letele, who lost do 
opportunity of robbing his people,' was 
compelled to give up the spoil or placed under 
his jurisdiction. The reception of this vagabond 
as a subject of the Free State was a very sore 
point with the Great Chief. But Mr. Snyman's 
Government could not in honour either surrender 
or abandon him, and it had no means of keeping 
him in order. 

The most important event at this time was 
an accession of territory which added con- 
siderably to the strength of the republic. In 
1833 the Rev. Mr. Pellissier, of the French 
Society, had led a Batlapin clan nnder the chief 
Lepui from the neighbourhood of Knruman to 
the junction of the Caledon and the Orange, and 
had taken poBeession of the tract of country 
there which has over since been known as the 
District of Bethulie. For nearly a quarter of a 
century hardly anything was heard except in 
mission reports of Lepui and his people. They 
did not interfere with their neighbours, nor did 
their neighbours with them. They took no part 
in any of the wars of the country. Moshesh 



claimed no jurisdiction over them, and their 
only coDoectioQ with outsiders was the conoec- 
tion of their miamonary with those of the same 
Society labooring in the Lesuto. 

This happy condition was terminated by a 
quarrel between the misBioDsry and the chief. 
Each then claimed the ownerahipof the diatrict, 
and ignored the other. The people of Lepni 
with his sanction offered a large portion of their 
vacant land for aale, and when some formers 
made pnrchaeea Mr. Pellisaier protested. Not- 
withstanding hie protests the sales were carried 
out. Mr. PeUiBsinr then, on the 24th of January 
1869, offered the Free State Government to cede 
the sovereignty of Bethulie to it on condition 
that the ground should remain a Native Reserve 
under control of the Paris Evangelical Society. 
This offer was declined, but ten days later (2nd 
of Febmsry 1859) Lepui made a formal appli- 
catian to President Boshof to be taken with his 
anbjects and territory under the laws and govern- 
ment of the Orange Free State. 

Owing to Mr. Boahofa retirement, several 
months elapsed without any steps being taken 
on this application, but on the 8th of October 
Acting President Snyman entered into an 
arrangement with Lepui by which Bethulie 
became part of the Free State. In deference to 
Mr. Peltisaier some conceHsions were made, and 
he was anderstood as giving his consent to the 
agreement, but after its ratification by the 
Yolksraad on the 13th of February 1860 he 
protested against it, complained l« Sir George 
Grey, and even urged the French Consul ia 
Cape Town to interfere to prevent any portion 



of the district being occupied by wLite people ; 
but al! to no pnrposo. 

In February 1860 Hr. Morthinas Weesel 
Pretorina became Freeident of the Free State. 

He had been elected, not with any Tiew to union 
with the South African Republic, which was 
still a faTourite project with, him, but because 
he was son of the famous Emigrant leader who 
had broken the Zulu power, and because he had 
the reputation of considerable ability iu dealing 
with natives. 

As soon as possible Mr. Pretorius arranged to 
have a personal conference with Moshesh. 
The meeting took place during the first five 
days of Hay, at Wonderkop, in the District 
of Winburg, and was made an occasion of 
festivity as well as of diplomatic intercourse. 
Moshesh came attended by his sons, vassals, and a 
body-guard of sis thousand horsemen ; Mr. 
Pretorius, to show his confidence in the Great 
Chief, would not permit more than twenty far- 
mere to accompany him. Long speeches were 
made in the most friendly manner by the chief 
and his leading vassals, who acknowledged that 
their existence as a powerful tribe was dne to 
the Emigrauts. Mr. Pretorius proposed to " Old 
Father Moshesh," as he termed him, to establish 
a combined European and native tribunal on the 
border for the trial of thieves, and to support it 
wiih a body of Basuto police. To this the chief 
at once assented. It was agreed that the court 
should be stationed at Merumetsu, which place 
sbonid tbenceforih loee its old name and be 
called on this account " Ha-bo'Khotso," the 
Abode of Peace. A treaty to this efEect was 



drawn up eod signeil on the 4th o£ Ma^. There- 
after the principal men on both Bides dined 
together, when coinplirnentary toasts were drunk, 
and Moaheah's educated sons Bang English aonga. 
The following morning the President reviewed 
the Basnto cavalry, and witneeaed a grand daDce, 
in which Moabesh himself took part The meet- 
ing then broke up, and the farmere returned to 
tbeir homes elated with hope that their troables 
with the Baaato were at last at an end. 

In a very few weeka that hope was lost. The 
aborigiaes of the district between the Lower 
Caledon and the Orange had never been wholly 
extermioated, though poaseaaion of the land was 
80 fiercely dispnted by Boere and Basuto. After 
the war of 1858, Poshuli constituted himself the 
patron of such Buahmen as remained, and fur- 
nished them with horses and guna, apon coq- 
dition of receiving a portion of tbeir plunder. 
He allowed, them to live on hie mountain, 
Vechtkop, where they served him also ^ spies 
and sentinels, giving notice of approaching 
danger. The depredations of these robbers were 
frequently brought to the notice of Mosheah, 
whose reply was always that the Buahmen were 
not his subjects, and that the Boers were at 
liberty to follow them up and punish them in 
his teiTitoriea. In March 1860 a party of 
burghers accordingly pursued the Buahmen, but 
found that to attack them was to attack Poshuli 
also, and that there was no poaaibility of captur- 
ing them while under Baanto protection. 

This waa one of the queations brought forward 
at the Wonderkop conference, when Moabesh 
nndertook to have the Buahmen removed from 
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Vecbt^op within tea dajra. He did not k«ep lus 
engagemetit, however, and on the SOth Of June 
those Tobbera, with some of Poahuli'B Basnto, 
attacked and plandered a farmhonse during the 
absence of the head of the famil]:, murdered a 
boy, and severely wounded two women and 
three children, the only other occupanta. Mr. 
PretoriuB immediatcily mustered a patrol, and 
followed the robbers to Vechtkop, where fax. of 
them were shot, but the remainder escaped with 
the greater portion of the booty. The Freeidetit 
tiien requested Moahesh to cause the stolen pro- 
perty to be restored and the murderer^ of the 
boy to he given up to the Free State Autoorities 
for trial, and also to inflict upon Poabiji such 
punishment as his crimes deserved. The Qreat 
Chief paid but little regard to this request, so it 
became evident to the burghers that the pros- 
pect of tranquillity which the Wonderkop 
conference gave for a moment would not be 
realized. 

Id August 1860 His Royal Highness Prince 
Alfred, when on a tour through South Africa, 
was waited upon by Moshesh at Aliwat North. 
The Great Chief was accompanied by twenty- 
five of his captains and an escort of| three 
hundred men. To the Prince he professed the 
most nnbounded loyalty, and he did not hiesitato 
to declare that in all hie troubles he had been 
futhful in his allegiance to the Queen. In some- 
what vague language he asked that he might be 
restored to the position he occupied under the 
Napier treaty. This request, made by Moshesh 
to the Colonial Government, sometimes in 
one form sometimes in another, meant merely a 
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liesire on his part for such a relationehip between 
ttie Qovernor and himaelf as existed between 
him and one of his grest vassels ; it meant that 
he should be countenanced and patronized, with- 
out being subjected to control in^the adminis- 
tration of the afEairs of hie tribe. It was not 
then known esectlj what Mosheeh wished, but 
this mnch was aacertained a little later, after an 
t^plication which he raado to the High Commis- 
sioner towards the close of the following year. 

At the beginniog of April 1861 another con- 
ference took place between the President and 
the Great Chief, which lasted three dajrs, and 
was condacted in a verjr friendly manner. It 
was held at Mabolela, the reaidence of Moperi, 
near Platberg. The establishment of a mixed 
-court oa the border was again referred to, when 
Moshesh piofeased once more to fall in with the 
President's views, but desired that some other 
place than Memmetsn should be selected. Mr. 
Pretorius made no objection to this, and the 
"Chief and bis Conncillors promised to gi?e effect 
to the late treaty. 

Tbe.Basuto were then in occupation of many 
farms in the District of Winburg, and ignored 
altogether the Boundary of the treaty of 1868. 
This matter was discussed at Mobolela, and 
Moshesh undertook to recall his people from 
farms belonging to burghers of the Free State, 
but he was careful not to admit that he had any 
knowledge of tbe line. 

The boundary betweeen Uie Free State and 
the Lesuto from Jammerberg Drift to Paul 
Sinit'a Berg was, however, arranged between the 
two parties, by a slight modification of the old 

Cooyle 



12 

line of Major Warden, ia favour of Moshedi. 
But it wsB iraposBibla to aatiiff every one coo- 
cerned in defining limits to territory. In this 
iDstsDce Moroko felt himself aggrieved, and 
complained thnt land eqnal to two full sized 
formB hud been taken from him. 

This chief, Moroko, h&d always been held ia 
great regard by the Boers, partly OU'accouDt of 
the assietaiice he had given to the early 
EmigraDts, but mainly owing to hb inofEensive 
diepositioQ. For a native be was conaidered 
upright and honourable in his dealings, though 
intelleetattlly inferior to Mosheah. Mr. Boshof 
had placed auch confidence ia him that no 
reatraiut was put npon hia obtaining as mnch 
amrounitiou as he pleased, but Mr. Pretorius, 
in his desire not to offend Moaheah, had seen 
fit to place Bome restrictions npon thia trade. 
Thereupon Moroko felt doubly aggrieved. The 
Volksnwd, however, as soon as these matters 
were brought before it, took steps to recti^ 
them, for the membera were ansious to keep on 
good terbis with the Barolong. 

The settlement of Nehemiah in Nomanslaad 
brought the Basuto iuto collision witit the sec- 
tion of the Pondoraisi tribe under Umbali, 
between whom and Faku, the ally of Moshesh, 
there was a loog etsoding fend. In IS60 hoatiii- 
ties broke out, but the operatioas were on a very 
petty scale. In Jane of the following year 
Masupha and Poahuli went to Nehemiah's assis- 
tance with a large body of warriors, but were 
drawn into an arobnecade, and lost nearly eJI 
their horses, many guns, and thirty or forty 
men. The extreme jealousy of his brothers 
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which wae felt by Letsie pievented further 
aseistBDce being sent bctobb the Drakensberg,' 
and Nebeu'iah'e inflneDce tliere wns conseqtiently 
much weakened from tliis time forward. In 
February 1861 he had again requeated Sir 
George Grey to " concur in his retention " of 
the district in which he bad settled, but the 
Gcvemor made no reply to hia letter. 

Since Me^era. Caxalia, Arbouaeet, and GosBellin 
finrt made their appearance in the Lesuto, a 
generstion had grown up, and the eSecta of the 
teaching of thtse miBsionariee and those who- ■ 
followed them were perceptible everywhere in 
Ibe country, for indirectly nearlythe whole mass 
of the population htd been affected by their 
presence. Clothing, ironware, aaddlery, &c., o* 
English manufacture, bad come largely into use, 
the Talue of such articles, first appreciated on 
mission stations, having soon been recognised 
by residents in kraals where the <loctrines of 
OuiBtianity had found no entrance. A consider- 
able trade was carried on in the Lesnto by 
colonists who exchanged goods imported from 
England for wool, liidet, millet, and even wheat. 
UnfuTtnoately the French missionaries and 
English traders were not the only Europeans in 
the Xiesuto. A number of renegades, deserters 
from the army, vagrants, and men of abandoned 
character,had taken up their abode in the couutry, 
and were teaching its people the vices of their 
class. Thcj were engaged in various kinds of 
fraud, carried on a, contraband trade in guns and 
ammnnition, manufactured gunpowder, trafficked 
in stolen horses, and geoerally eet a wretched 
example of debauchery and crime. 
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In September 1861 Mr. Van Soelen, LaDddrost 
of BloemfonteiB, was sent to Thsba Boaigo aa a 
Special Commiaaioner from the Free State 
Qoventinent to tBCertain from Mosheah when he 
would keep hia promise to remove the Baauto 
from the District of Wmbnrg, and if he agreed 
to certain regulations drawn np by the Free 
State Attorney General for the establishment of 
the mixed court on the border. 

Moshesfa felt himaelf at that time in a position 
of secnrity. &r George Grey, of whose penetrat- 
ing eye he had always stood in awe, had left 
South Africa. The Basnto were supplied with 
as many rifles and as much ammunition as they 
required, and though they had not succeeded in 
an attempt which they made to manufacture 
cannon, they had been able to procure several 
serviceable Eeld-piecee. With all the neighbour- 
ing tribes of any consequence they were on 
terms of close friendship. 

Under these circumatances Moabeab apoke 
what be meant without any reservation or decep- 
tion. He would not acknowledge a boundary 
line, nor had he any intention of withdrawing 
his subjects from the Winburg farms. As for 
the court at Ha-bo'Khotso, he rejected it alto- 
gether. Mr. Fretorius, he said, was free to have 
a police force in bis own country and among 
his own people if he wished. But no courts 
oscepting those of their own chiefs were needed 
by the Basuto. 

This would seem to be a plain issue, but the 
republic was quite unable to enforce its rights. 
Sfoshesh's reply to Mr. Van Soelen signified not 
only that he set the Free State at defiance, but 
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that he would keep neither treaties norpTOmises 
when it suited him to break them. So matters 
stood at the close of the year 1861. 

In the earljgat days of 1862 the south-weatem 
border was convulsed by diatnrbances more 
serious than any which had previously taken 
place. Chi the night of the 3rd of January two 
of Foshuli's captains, with Mosbesh's con- 
currence, crossed over and attacked Jan Letele's 
clan, killed several of his people, set fire to ^s 
kraals, and drove o& the whole of his cattle. 
The farmers in the neighbourhood were in great 
alarm, and abandoning their homesteads, thsy 
went into lager as fast as possible. A despatch 
was sent with all haste to the President at 
Bloemfontein. Mr. Pretorius at once proceeded 
to Smithfield, where he found men gathering in 
arms from the country far and near. Jan Letele 
was threatening immediate retaliation, in which 
case a general inroad could hardly be prevented. 
Already this vagabond was driving the partizans 
of Mosbcsh Erom the mission station of Beer- 
eheba. The traders were hurrying from the 
Lesnto, believing their lives to be in danger. 

At that time Mr. Joseph M. Orpeo, who had 
long since left the service of the Free State, 
was residing at Beersheha. This gentleman 
was knottn throughout South Africa as a 
warm partisan of Moshesh and an eutbuHiaBtic 
advocate of what he held to be Basuto interests. 
For some years his influence at Thaba Bosigo 
waa greater than that of any other white man, 
oot even excepting the old missioDaries, with 
whose views regarding the tribe he was in full 
accord. 
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On this occasion he resolved to prevent a war, 
if possible, nitli which object he hastened to 
Uosbesb'e residence. The chief himself was 
not desirous of pushing the matter farther, for 
be WBS always anxious to make it appear that 
his opponents were the first to break the peace, 
and in this instance it was clear that he could 
not do BO. Mr, Orpen advised him to attach bis 
seal to a letter to the President, proposing ft 
friendly settlement and promising to restrbio 
his followers from attacking Letele, and to 
forward it by two members of hia own family 
vho ahonld remain with Hr. Pretorius as pledgee 
«f his sincerity. To this Uoaheah agreed. Hie 
son Tsekelo and a young man of Letsie!a honee- 
hold were sent as hostages, and their arrival at 
the President's headquarters was followed by 
an immediate cessation of the excitement that 
had up to that moment prevailed. 

Mr. PretoiiuB received Moaheab's overtures 
with great satisfaction. He replied that he 
found much to blame on the part of Letele, and 
that be had placed au of&cer in charge of this 
chief, who would not in future be permitted to 
cross tbe border. He announced bis intention 
of appointing a CommisBion of Enquiry to in 
vestigate the causes of the disturbances, and 
invited the great chief's cooperation. 

The Commission consisted of Meaars. Charles 
Sin Orpen, Bobert Finky, Pieter Wessela, Jan 
Olivier, Job Harvey, and A. SwanepoeL After 
taking evidence during a fortnight, on tlie 6th 
of February they seat in s report, which was 
most damaging to Jan Letele. Tbe robberies 
from the Bagnto of Moshesh committed by hip 
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i«tainer8 were proved to exceed in value thoee 
coiDinitted by the Basuto of MoBhesh from him. 
A number of degraded white men were found 
to be mixed up iu these pToceedinga. They 
enconraged the robberg on both sides by acting 
as disposers of the stoleu property, diverting to 
themeelveB the larger portion of the ill-gotten 
gains. The Commission recommended as the 
only effectual remedy the removal of Jan 
Letele's people from the border, the allotment 
of ample lends elsewhere for their maintenance, 
and the establishment of apowerful police. But 
this implied resources in men end money which 
the Free State bad not then at its command. 
What was possible to be done in that direotion 
by a community so small, so jealous of its rulers, 
and so averse to taxation, was attempted. A 
few policemen were engaged, and an officer, 
Daniel Foley by name, was appointed witb the 
title of Superintendent, to endeavour to exercisa 
some control over the oativea between the 
Orange and the Caledon. 

Jan Letele never fully recovered from the 
losaes be sustained on this occasion. In 1863 
he waa invited to remove to the northern part 
of the State, where he was offered an ample 
bact of excellent land ; but he declined the pro- 
posal. A good many of his followers in the 
course of tbe next two years, finding that he 
was no longer the lucky robber captain he had 
formerly been, abandoned bim and went over to 
one or other of Mosbeeb's vassals. He and a 
little band of adherents remained behind to be 
a source of constant anxiety to the Free Stat« 
Qovemment. We shall meet him agun in thia 
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history, but nerer more in a couditioQ to pla^ 
an important part in the dietiirbances of tiie 
country. 

On the 15th of Jaauaiy, while the oocurrencos 
jugt related were filling oil minds with anxiety, 
Sir Philip Wodehouse arrived at Cape Town and 
assumed office as QoTemorof theColoDyandHer 
Majesty's High CommiBsioner in South Africa. 
Twelve days later he wrote letters which prove 
that BaBUtoafEairsmoBthave occupied much of his 
attention daring the interval. To Moshe^ he 
said that a Commission was about to proceed to- 
the Lesuto to ascertain his views and wishes re 
Bpecting his and his people's relationship to the 
Colony. To President PretoriuB he wrotein terms 
of strong remonstrance and emphatic warning. 
The disturbances, he said, were caused by Jan 
Letele,but the responsibility rested with the Free 
State Qoverument that had notcompelledhim to 
live in an orderly manner. If his depredations 
were not Buppreseed the British Authorities 
would be compelled to set aaide the existing 
treaties and make new arrangements for the 
preservation of the peace of the countiy. Mr. 
Fretorius replied, explaining the action of the 
Free State Government, aaserting that Letele's 
raids were only retaliations upon Poshuli, and 
stating his intention of appealiagto Her Majesty 
if the treaties were set aside. Thus the inter- 
course between Sir Philip Wodehouse and the 
President was unfriendly from the very first. 

Before the cloae of the month Messrs. Joseph 
U. Orpen and John Burnet were appointed a 
Commission to visit Moahesh and obtain infor- 
mation as to what he really wanted, the language 



o£ his letters being too vague to bo underetood. 
r^m the 11th to the 2lBt of Febrnary they held 
conferences with him and the leading men of 
hie tribe at Thaba Bosigo, and BBcertaiaed that 
what the chief desired was merely that a diplo- 
matic ftgeut of the British Qovernment should 
be stationed with him , and that the High Com- 
missioner should recognize bis owoerBbip of the 
land below the mountaius on which Nehemiah 
was living, which he claimed as having been 
ceded to him by the Pondo chief Faku. He did 
not propose to part with any authority over his 
people, but desired to be under the shield of 
Elngland in order to extend that authority over 
a larger area. 

As regards the land below tie Drakensberg, 
Sir Philip Wodehouse refused to admit Faku's 
right to cede it to the BasutOj but on the 13th 
of May he wrote to Mosliesh that he would not 
disturb Nehemiah there as long as he conducted 
himself as a faithful friend of the British 
Government. Nehemiah was not satislied with 
this promise, however, and endeavoured to 
obtain some document which at a future period 
might give him a ctum to the district. On the 
S7th of November be wrote to the -Governor 
thanking him for permission to occupy tiie land, 
and reqnoHtiDg that he might be supplied with a 
chart of it. 

Shortly after this date Adam Kok with the 
Qriquas from Fhilippolis moved over the 
Drakensberg and settled in the valley of the 
Umzimvubu. The disputes between these 
Griquasandthe Emigrant Farmers had at length 
been settled to the saUsfaction of all parties, 
c 2 , 



On the 26th of December 1861 Adam Eok uid 
hia conncil through their agent Henry Harvey 
Bigned a document whereby all the anappro- 
priated lands in their territory, together with 
the sovereign lights over the whole of their 
pOBsesair'na north of the Orange, were ceded to 
the Free State, in consideration of a payment of 
four thousand pounds sterling. The individaal 
Griqua landholders had some time before received 
permissioD to eell their farms to white people, 
and with hardly an exception they had done eo. 
Sir George Grey had ofEered them a more fertila 
and in every reepect better territory along the 
head waters of the St. John's Kiver, in the un- 
occupied portion of the country which the Pondo 
chief had recently ceded back to the Colony." 

Adam Eok and hie people moved away in 
1861, but it was not until January 1863 that 
they arrived at Mount Currie. The interval was 
spent OD the border of the Lesuto, where over- 
tures were made to Eok to occupy the new 
coonlry as a vassal of Mosheab. When he 
rejected these advances Poshuli's followers began 
to plunder him, and he had hardly been in his 
new home a mouth when he was obliged to 
write to the High Commissioner complaining of 
Nehemiab. The object of the Basnto chiefs 
was to compel the Griquas to become Uoshesh's 
subjects or to leave the country. 

On the 8th of June 1863 Nehemiah again wrote 
to the High Commissioner asking for a chart of 

* For detBiiU see tlie p^pen on Pondoland and 
OriquBland 'Gut in the Cape Colonial Bine Book on 
ITatiTe AJtun for ISBS. 
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the district, and stating that Moshesb was Bstisfled 
on account of Her Uaje^ty's Government having; 
fonnally ceded the territory t« his eon. Almoet 
wmnltaneously Kr Philip Wodehonse received 
a. letter from Adam Eok informing him tliat 
tfehemiah had incited several of the petty cbieCa 
on Faku's border to attack him, and that Poshuli 
had crOBsed over to share in the plnnder. 
Beporta from the colonial oScera on the frontier 
left no donbt of the correctness of Kok's state- 
ment. The High Commissioner determined not 
to interfere, bnt to let the dieputing partiea 
fight their quarrel out. On the 4th of August 
he wrote to Nehemiah declining to furnish a 
map and denying that the country had ever 
been ceded to him by Her Majesty's Qovemment, 
and then he left matters to take their course. 

All through 1863 and 1864 the quarrel con- 
tinued, without either nde gaininganadvantage. 
In 1864 Lebana with some of his f oUowera moved 
into Nomansland from the Wittebergen Beaerve, 
and joined his forces to those of Eok. 

In March 1865 the Oriqnas made a supreme 
effort and succeeded in driving the robber bands 
of Nehemiah and Poshnli from their fastnesses. 
tney managed, however, to get their cattle and 
effects safely into the Lesuto. In May they 
swooped down with a large force and secured a 
considerable quantity of plunder, but before 
they could get away with it they were attacked 
by the Qriquas and were routed, when most of 
their followers were made prisoners. Thia 
went compelled them to abaodoii the country 
below the mountains, and for several years 

Ci„,* 
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BIosheah'H followerg made no fnrther attempt to 
occupy it 

The Secretary of State took Hoaheah's derire 
to have a Britieh agent resident with him into 
favourable conuderation, and on the 5th of June 
1862 wrote to the High Commigsioiier approving' 
of Buch an anangement, if the servioea of a 
tmstworthy and judicioua pereoc "ould be 
obtained. Bat the Governor profeHed to find a 
difficulty in the eelection of a suitable officer, 
and the project was never carried out. 

Prior to this date tiia principal disturbances 
had taken place along the Bouth-weslem border 
of the Leadto, bat after the min of Jan Letele 
by Poaholi in January 1862 that part ot the 
country remained for some yeare in a condition 
of comparative peace. The scene of strife heoce- 
forth was confined to the territory on the north 
forming the districts of Winburg and Hani- 
smith . 

Wherever there waa vacant land there amall 
parties settled on it, and aa aoon as ihey had 
thus got a foothold they commenced to encroach 
on the occupied farma. There vms no police to 
check them. They did not go as warriors, but 
as settlers, taking their families with them, aad 
professing that nothing was further from their 
thoughts than hostUities with the farmere. 
Now and then, however,aiiinrder waa committed, 
and thefts of stock became alarmingly frequent. 

In March 1862 the Volksroad appoiiit«d a 
Commission consiBting of three of its members, 
Messrs. J. J. Venter, J. Elopper, and J.Schutte, to 
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proceed to Tbaba Bongo and remonstrata with 
Moehesh. They were to demand, in conformity 
with the sixth clanMu£thetreatyo£ 1858, that the 
mnrdereiB of a yoang man named Philip Yentei 
should be given up for trial by the free Stato 
courts. The murder had taken place in the 
■diatrict of Winbnrg in November 1861, and a 
Bon of Moahesh's brother Mobali waa implicated 
in it. Next the Comntiasioa was to propose that 
Moshesh should cede to the Free State a email 
piece of laud in compensation for the cattle 
Btolen by his people. And lastly, they were to 
Teijueat Moaheah to send some o£ hia principal 
men with them to inapect the northern line 
that no one might be able thereafter to say he 
was unacquainted with it. 

The Oommiesioners proceeded to TbahaBosigo, 
and after aome delay Moaheah fixed nine o'clock 
-on the morning of the 17th of March for aa 
interview. Punctually to the time appointed 
they were at hia door, when the great chief aent 
them word they must wait till he had finished 
drinking hia coffee, and then took no further 
notice of then or their meaaages. Mortified by 
the insult, but preserving tbeii dignity as well 
asthey could, the Commissioners sent to Uoshesh 
to Bay that they were about to leave the mano- 
tain, and would remain at its foot till the next 
day \ if he wished to speak to them he must 
follow. On their way down they met Msaupha, 
who asked them to return, which they prondaed 
to do if Moaheah would aend for them. 

After a while a meaaenger came and invited 
them to go back. They complied, and in the 
afternooD met Moshesb and his Councillors, to 






whom they made known the objects of tbeir- 
mission. No reply was given that day. Several 
interviews took place snbsequently, but though 
at the last MosheBb assumed a. friendly tone, he 
would do nothing satisfactory. He declined to- 
surrender the men charged with mnrdering 
Venter, bnt sud he was willing to make the 
family o£ the murdered man some compensation 
in cattle, according to native castom. As for 
the sortiiem boundary, he entirely ignored it. 
Who mode it, he aaked, and what ri^t had they 
to define it ? It was not hie act, and he did not 
feel boand by it. 

The VolksTaad then determined to appeal to 
the High Commissio&er. The State President, 
Mr. M. W. Pretorina, and the Qovernment Secre- 
tary, Mr. J. Allison, were requested to proceed 
to Cspe Town, and were charged (a) to ascer* 
tain from Sir Philip Wodehonse the canse of 
the unfriendly language towards the Free State 
Dsed in his correspoudeuce and in hia speech at 
the opening of the Cape Parliament, {b) to sup- 
ply full information concerning the conduct of 
the Free State and of Moshesh, and (e) to request 
the Governor to send a Commission to point out 
the bonndary line. 

When this iotelligence was conveyed to 
Moshesh he caused a letter to be written to the 
President, in which he stated that be was send- 
ing hie brother Moperi aud his son Qeoi^e to 
be present at the erection of beacons along the 
line. Some Commissioners on the part of the 
Free State were thereupon appointed, but they 
were so thoroughly convinced that Moshesh 
was not in earnest that they failed to appear at 



Winburg at the appointed time. This gave the 
great chief ui opportnnity to assert that it was 
Dot he, bnt the Free State, that was potting 
obstacles in the way, though in his next letter 
he admitted that Moperi and George had only 
been sent to see the line aod report to him, that 
ha might thereafter approve or disapprove of it. 
Id July Messrs. Pretorins and Alliaon arrived 
in Cape Town and laid their caas with a mass 
of docnmentary evidence before the High 
Oommisaioner. They aenerted that all the 
farma for fifteen miles on the Free State side 
of the Warden line were at that time occupied 
by Baento, and they requested His Ezcelleacy 
to send a Commission to point out to Hosheeh 
the boundary as defined by Sir Harry Smith 
during the British sovereignty. Sir Philip 
Wodehonae consented, provided both partiea 
would Iriud themeelves to accept hie definition 
of the line, and he wrote to Uoshesh to ascer- 
tain if he was willing to do so. The great 
chief would not give a direct refusal, but 
sought Bome pretext for evasion, that he might 
at least gain time to push his people further 
forward. Kis answer was therefore that he 
would prefer to have the boundary settled by 
direct negotiation between himself and tbe Free 
State, but failing that be would agree to the 
appointment of a Commii^sioD by the Governor. 
While this correspondence between the High 
Commissioner and Moshesb was going on, the 
Free State Authorities were writing (he most 
urgent letters, entreating His Excellency to use 
all baste in interfering, as otherwise the condi- 
tion of affairs must lead to war. At the begin- 



)Dg of November thej first learned Moflheab's 
plana for gaining time, and iqimediately 
appeintod another Coniinianoa, more with the 
object of proving thAt the; were doing all Uiat 
was possible to preserve peace, than with any 
hope of BnangiDg matters. 

Mosheah now increaBed hia efiorts to push 
back the Europeans. Great hunting parties 
were sent far into the Free State, with instmc- 
tions to drive the game through the fumare 
flocks and herds and past their very doora. 
These paHiea polluted the water in the raaer- 
voire, damaged the gardens, and insulted and 
terrified tiie owners of the ground. In several 
ioBtanoes farmers were driven from their homea 
by violence. A small police force had been 
raised, but it was too weak to be of any use, and 
there were no funda to employ more men. In 
the Leanto public meetings were held, at whii^ 
liie best methods of driving back the farmera 
were openly disonssad, and arrangementa for 
further advances were made. The lawless con- 
dition of the disturbed districts cannot be belter 
exemplified than by the following circnmstance. 
On one occasion an exasptersted former named 
Foncdi^ shot a Mosnto. The next day a party 
of Baanto went and murdered the fanner's eon 
in retaliation. And on neither side could any 
pnnisbment be inflicted. 

Daring the summer of 1862-3 the Basuto 
generally were in a state of violent excitement, 
for in addition to the effort to enlarge their 
territory, a movement of a religions nature waa 
taking place. Certain individnals who professed 
to have communication with t^e Spirit world 
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-were exhorting the people to reject the teaching 
of the mieeioBaries, and were ererfwhere being 
listened to with attention. Moshesh himself 
was encouraging the introduction anew of old 
rites and cnstoms, which in some places had 
partially fallen into disuse. The ntterances of 
the rcTivalists showed in a grotesque manaei 
the effect on the whole mage of the people 
which Christian teaching during thirtj yeara 
had in modifying the ancient Bantu creed. To 
their fathers God had been a ^adowy boing, 
with nnknown attributes, rewding in the 
bowels of the earth. One of these revivalists, 
who professed to have had direct commanication 
with the Ursat Beiog, now found him above 
in the skies, though another met him below. 
He had now become in their ideas a Great 
Chie^ the road to whose residence was not a 
narrow path, as the miesionariw declared it to 
be, but a broad highway constantly full of crowds 
of people. He was a polygamist, they asserted, 
Jeans was his son by one wife, the Holy Spirit 
by another. And yet, so irratiDnal were they, 
the sprits of the dead chiefs of the segments of 
their tribe were the sole objects of their prayers 
and sacrifices, without any inquiry oa to whether 
the God thus depicted was one of them or not. 

On the 28th of November the State Secretary 
wrote to Moshesh that a Commission conmsting 
«f Messrs. C. von Brandis, Linddroat of Winbnrg, 
W. G. Every, Commandant of the Police, J. 
Schotte, and B. du Toit, had been appointed to 
-cooperate with his representatives in settling 
the botmdary, and that Mr. Von Brandia had 
been empowered to arrange the details and time 



of mMting with him. It was not until the 1st 
of jBnnai7 1863 that any reply to this commu- 
nication was made. Then, by Mosbeeh's inatrac- 
tione, the Eer, Mr. Joneae wrot« to Mr. Von 
Brandisthat "the Baanto were boey in their 
Sardena and had no time to apare for anything 
else at the momeat." 

On th« 14t^ of January 1863 Freaideat 
Pretorias again addressed Sir Philip Wodehoase^ 
informing him of Moaheah's inaincerity and 
urging him to appoint a Commiuion. This 
letter bad the effect of cansing Hia Esceltancy 
to preBB upon Moahesh the necessity of arrang- 
ing matters amicably, which he once more- 
pro miaed to do. 

Again therefore the Free State Govemment 
appointed a Commisuon ; MeaBra. Venter, Do 
Villiera, Scbntte, and Nande, who proceeded 
to Thabs Bosigo, and there, on the 2nd of 
March, were joined by a few men of no rank 
or poBition in the tribe, whom Moshesfa sent to 
report the proceedings. To these people every 
beacon along the line was shown, and they 
then returned to their chief. On the 9th of 
April Hoaheah wrote to the High Conunieaioner 
that the line ahown to hia delegates cut off a 
conaiderable number of rillagea inhabited by 
Basuto, adding tliat he trusted the Qovemment 
of the Free Stete would not insist upon it, and 
asking for advice. 

At this stage Mr. Pretorios retired &om the 
Presidency of the Free State. On the fith of 
March 1863 he tendered his resignation to the 
Volkaraad, which was then sitting, but was 
requested by that body to withdraw it, and as 



lie urged that private affairi in the TransTiuil 
Bepnblic required hia atteutiou, a resolatiou 
was adopted grantiag him leave of absence. 
On the I5tli of April, however, he sent a final 
letter of reaignatiDn to the State Secretary, on 
the receipt of which Mr. Allisoa called the 
Volksraad together in estraordinaiy aeBBiou. 
The members assembled on the 17th of June, 
and on the 20th appointed Mr. Jacobus Johaonea 
Venter Acting President until a regular election 
shonld take place. For the next seven months 
Mr. Venter was at the head of affairs in the 
State. 

InMayanotherdeputation,con8i8tingofUeBBrB. 
Job Harvey, W. G. Every, P. Greyling, and J. 
Olivier, was sent to Moshesb, to endeavour to 
induce him to recall his people who were tres- 
pasdng. The deputation met the great chief with 
his principal men at Morija, and on the 28th a 
pablic conference took place. Moshesh refused 
either to recognise the line or recall bis people. 
He wonld not even promise to punish thieves as 
long, he said, as Jan Letele was protected by 
iho Europeans. Nothing whatever was settled. 
But on the following day Moshesb proposed that 
another Conunissioa should be sent, in order 
that he might point out where he wisbed the 
boundary to he. 

A resolution adopted in despair by the Volks- 
raad, empowering the Acting President to 
arrange with Moshesb to allow the Free State to 
pay regular salaries to the border chiefs for the 
suppression of robbery, and to give special 
rewardsfor the delivery of thieves and stolen 
stock, — which a moment's cool reflection would 



h&ve ahowD to be meleBB, — was the next attempt 
at a aetllemeDt Then foUoired another letter 
to ^e High OommiariDDer, and again another, 
imploring hia inMrrantion. All had benn done, 
Baid the State AnthoritieB, that was in their power 
to bring Mosheeh to reason, bat without avail. 
After this, Landdrost Van Soelen waa sent to 
ascertain from Uoshash and Leteie whether the 
intraders cootd he forcibly expelled without 
those chiefs takmg their part, to which Moshesh 
replied significantly that he was their ruler. 
And even while Mr. Van Soelen was talking,. 
Sophonia, with a thonsand men at his back, 
was hunting far beyond the border and defying 
the farmers. 

On the 27th of August the High Commissionsr 
wrote to Moshesh that in oonfonuity with the 
second article of the Treaty of Aliwal North he 
was willing to appoint Commissioners " for the 
purpose of marking out so much of the Boun- 
dary Line described in the First Article of that 
Treaty as lay to the northward of Jammerberg 
Drift ; but before doing so wished to receive 
the Chiefs assurance that he would be prepared 
to carry out their award." 

Moshesh now saw that he mnst do something, 
or the High Commissioner would be offended. 
He therefore, after creating as many delays as 
he could, consented to Mr. Venter's proposal 
that they should meet personally with s view 
of coming to a friendly arrangement. On tiie 
25th of November the conference took place at 
Platberg, the gathering of subordinate chiefs 
•nd leading men being very great. Moshesh 
rejected the Warden line, but proposed in writ- 
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ing a new bonudarj' which would extend the 
Leento to the Vaal Biver and cat off from the 
Free State nearly half the districts of Winburg 
and Hamsmith, including about two hundred 
and fifty farms held under British titles. Soclt 
a proposal could not, ot coorae, be entertained 
by Mr. Venter. 

The year closed with another appeal from the 
Acting Freadent to the High Commissioner, to 
which a reply was made that Hia Excellency 
was ready to render assistance in ooncert with 
both parties. 

On the 2ad of February 1864 Mr. John H. 
Brasd aeeumed office as President of the Orange 
free State. On thefoUowingdaythe Volksraad 
empowered him agun to request the High Com- 
missioner to point ont the boundary, and on the 
5th the President wrote in the Tery atrongeat 
language, entreating him to do so. To this the 
now stereotyped reply was received that His 
Excellency was willing, if his mediation was 
distinctly accepted by both parties. And to 
bring the matter to a close, the High Commis- 
sioner not only wrote to Mosbeah asking him to 
state plainly whether be would accept or decline 
the proposal, but he directed Mr. Burnet to pro- 
ceed to Thaba Botdgo and personally oonfer 
with the great chief. 

Mr. Burnet, in reporting the result of his 
misuon, stated that he found Moshesh pretend- 
ing to be ignorant of both the Warden Line and 
&6 Treaty of Aliwal North, and refusing to 
listen to a word about either. He talked with 
his children and missionaries from Monday till 
Wednesday evening, and then came to a con- 
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cluuoD which be embodied in a letter, and which 
left him free to do what be liked, if he sbould 

not be eatiefied with the High CommiBsioDer'B 
deciaion. Mr. Bnmet told him thai he would 
make no arrangement for the mediatioa apon 
au7 such document. He had drafted an act of 
acceptance, which was fully and clearly trans- 
lated by the Rev. MeaBrB. Maitin and Mabille, 
and after mach wild rambling talk at II o'clock 
at night the great chief signed it. Mr. Bamet 
added that it was only fear of the Briiish 
Qoverament which induced Mosbesb to agree to 
the mediation. 

And so at last there was a prospect of rdief 
before the Free State, for the Government and 
people cherished the hope that if the High Com- 
missioner pointed out the line MoHbeHh would 
respect it. The President wrote to His Excellency 
expressing his wannest and most sincere thanks, 
aod the Volksraad, with every demonstration of 
satisfaction, appointed two of its members, 
Messrs. C. J. de Villiero and H. A. L, Hamelberg, 
h> form with the President a deputation to meet 
His Excellency and represent the State. 

Mr. Burnet was directed to confer with the 
President, and make the necessary arrangements 
for the High Commissioner's journey. The 
Free State provided transport waggons and 
horses, which were sent on to Aliwal North. It 
was arranged that the work of iuspecting the 
line should be commenced on the 14th of March. 
All the parties were to meet at Hekuatling on 
that date. But very heavy rainii set in, and a 
week's pcistponement became neceeaary. This 
gave Moshesh an opportonity to seek farther 



lielay, and he wrote requBeting Ihat on account 
of the heavy raius and Gwollen rivera the meeting 
might be postponed indefinitely. 

On the 16th of March the Higli Commissioner 
«rrised at Aliwal North. The Free State depu- 
tation was in waiting upon the opposite bank of 
the river. But now a difBculty entirely unfore- 
Been arose. On the 26th of February, before 
leaving Graham's Town, tlie High Coramiesioner 
had written to the President tliat ho waa under- 
takini5 the joumoy in the suppoaiiion that h'f 
would ha allowed to make such modificalione of 
the line as he might consider just and reasonable 
and calculated to eneare the maintenance of 
7)eaeefnl relationa. The Fras State Government 
was desirous that Hie Eiceilency should point 
■ out the line defined by Major Warden, proclaimed 
l)y Sir Harry Smith, and ratified in the treaty of 
Aliwal North; hut was willing tli at he should 
make such modifications in it as both parties 
might agree to. When Sir Philip Wodehouse 
reached Aliwal North, he addressed a letter to 
the Preaident, asking for a clear underetanding 
-on this point. The President could only reply 
in terms of the Free State view. Under the 
■Constitution, the Volksraad waa tlie only 
authority that could .grant such powers as the 
High CommiseioDer desired, and that body was 
not then in session. >everal letters passed 
between the High Commissioner and the Presi- 
dent, and on the morning of the 17th they bad 
a personal interview. It ended by Sir Philip 
Wodehouse declining to proceed on the mission, 
the difEerence between his views and the powers 
of the Free State deputation remaiaiBg as implied 
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in tbe phrases "what the High (Jommiuioiier 
may cODHider just and reasonable " and " what 
the Free State and Basnto deputations may 
think expedient" 

From Aliwal North Sir PhUip Wodehonse 
proceeded to Morija, where he met Moehesh. 
The great chief apoks in his □anal manner of 
his love of peace, and promised the High Com- 
miasioner to abstain from all acta of hostility 
towards the Free State. But such promises 
were valueless, for his people continued as 
before to press upon and harass tlie farmere <^ 
Winbnrg and Harri«'mith. 

The President returned with all speed to 
Bloemfontein, and immediately summoned the 
Volksraad to meet in extraordinary eeswoo on 
the 4tb of May. On the 6th the Raad resolved, 
in its wish to prevent war, to empower His 
Excellency to make such modifications in the 
Warden Line as he might consider just and 
reaaonahle and calculated to ensure the mainte- 
nance of peaceful relations, and that His Excel- 
lency's decision should be considered as final. 

With these extensive powers Sir Philip Wode- 
house consented to define a, boundary, but it 
was not until October that he was able to absent 
himself from the Colony. On the 6th of that 
monUi he reached Jammerberg Drift, where 
Ur. Burnet bad arranged that all tbe parties to 
the dispute should assemble. The High Com- 
miwioner was accompanied by Lady Wode- 
bouse, &r Walter Currie, Commandant of the 
Colonial Police, Mr. Josias Rivers, Aide-de> 
camp, Mr. J. Burnet, Dr. Watling, and Land 
Surveyor Dowling, With the President were 



Mr. J, J. Venter, lote Acting PreBidenl, Com- 
mandanta Fick and De Villiers, and Fieldcomet 
I>e Wet. Mosbeah was accompanied by a host 
of his aub-chiefs and attendants. Moroko was 
there also. And beaide all these, there were 
present many indiTidnals, farmers, misBionariea, 
aiid others, interested in the question or drawn 
together by curioaity. 

On the 7th there waa a formal conference 
which lasted six hours. Each aide laid its case 
before the High Commissioner, The Free State 
ainiply asked that the boundary established by 
the British Authoritiea in 1349 aod confirmed by 
the treaty of 1858 should ha maintained. 
Hoahesh'a caae waa that there had once heen a 
time when the whole land between the Leanto 
and the Vaal Aiver was occupied by Bantu 
tribea. The remnants of thoae tiibea were now 
living in the Lesnto. He handed io the High 
Coramiesioner a list of the names of chiefs and 
titles of clans whose ancestors had occupied the 
country beyond the Warden Line, and he asked 
that the ground should be restored to the beirs 
of thoae who owned it before the ware of Tsbafca. 
7he High Commissioner stated that he would 
examine the ground in person, and make known 
his decision afterwards. But he gave both 
parties distinctly Io understand that whatever 
bis award might be, he had neither the disposi- 
tion nor the authority to take the aligbteat step 
to enforce compliance with it. 

On the 8th of October Sir Philip Wodehouse, 

accompanied by the Commissioners of the Free 

State and of Moshesb, commenced an inspection 

of the country. Aa the party proceeded, one 
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Uaauto delegate lifter another returned home, 
wbcD the diatrict in which he was intereet^d 
was left behind. But the claims which they 
made, like those of Moshesh, would in the 
aggregate have involved the extinction of the 
Free State. The delegatea of the repnbHc con- 
fined themaelTes to pointiitg out the Warden 
Line and proving tliat the ground beyond it 
was unoccupied when the farmera first took 
popeession of it. 

Tiie examination occupied rather more than 
a fortnight, but by the 28th the High Commi»- 
sioner bad reached Aliwal North on his return, 
and on that day delivered hia aw ard in writing. 
It was wholly in favour of the Free State. Both 
before and after this event Sir Philip Wodehouae 
showed that he was not entirely untainted by 
the prejudices against the anleltpred and anre* 
fined farmers of the inte rior of South Africa 
which moEt EuropeaoB of culture are prone to 
feel. At the time of his mediation he 
believed the Free State (o be too weak as a 
military power to contend HucceBsfully with 
Moahesh, but hia aympathies were not attracted 
to the farmers by their supposed helplesanesB. 
Se bad read letter after letter informing him 
of the distress, the misery, and the danger of the 
white inhabitants of Winburg and Harrismtth, 
without abowingaay emotion. At the very time 
that some of the moet urgent of these letters, 
imploring his mediation, were cotniug to his 
hands, he had made a present of a quantity of 
gunpowder to Moshesh, not sufficient indeed to 
do much damage in case of war. but ample to 
■how on which side his private incliaaiiona 
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were. He came to thia country believing tiiat 
the conduct of the whites of the Free State 
towards their black neighbonra wftB oppressive, 
as 18 proved by the first letter which lie wrote 
tfl President Pretorius. That three years aftflr 
this mediation he prevented the destruction oC 
the Baeuto power is known to everyone. 

Bnt in this boondary question the High Com- 
missioner could only be guided by the simplest 
rules of juetioe. And in accordance witli those 
rules he decided that the Warden Line must 
remain the boundary, with only a tingle modifi- 
cation. PuTJng the period of Britieli Sovereignty 
8 small tract of land north of one section of the 
line had been set aside by the magistrate of 
Winburg for tlio accommodation of Qert Taat- 
bosch's Eoranas. These people had long since 
moved beyond the Vaal, and the High Commis- 
sioner now gave the abandoned ground to 
Mosbesb. In the letter to the Chief informing 
him of tho award, Sir Philip Wodehonse 
described the country as ho found it in the 
following terms ; — 

" I have SBtisfled mj-seli that tbe Line known ai the 
Warden line wae bo drawn as to do no more, eicept 
in one portion, tban pFEBsrve the farms tor which 
British certiBcateB have been giveD ; and llkevrise tbit 
up to tba time of tbe ligniag of the Aliwat Treaty 
the rights of the owtisrs of the farms had not been 
qaestiotied, nor their posseesion disturbed. What is 
the present state of tjfairap From oae end of the- 
Line to the othai, and In most casea to a, conaiderabls 
distance wilhln the Liae, parties of jour tribe, withotit 
• pretcDOe of right, and without any formal declaratioa 
on yonr part, bare squatted on the several farm), have 
established villages, cnltivated Urge tracts of land. 



iotrodnoed large qnaotities of cattle, wod have by 
intimidatioadriTenofftbeUvfalownerB. £Ter7i<rbera 
are to be seen deeerted uid roofleu farm lioiuea, with 
valuable orchaida faat going to destmction." 

Immediately after the delivery of the award 
the President requested Moahesh to caaae 
measares to be taken for tlie removal of bia 
people from Free State territory before the 
end of November. Moshesh replied that he 
would call a meeting of his aub-chiefs to diacoHi 
the matter, and commonioate the result. 

A pitso, or national gathering of the Basuto, 
waa therenpoD held. At these meetings there 
IB liberty of speech for every one, and on this 
oocaaioii even the comtaon people uttered their 
eentiraenta freely. All wen in a state of violent 
aiciteraent, and all, with two exceptions, 
clamoured for war rather than relinqaishmeut 
of the coveted territory. The eiceptions were 
Moshesh and his great son LetaiQ. The latter 
had none of the abilities of his father, except 
snfBcient cunning to conceal his deaigns. He 
had intelligoDoe enough, however, to know that 
his brothers were hia euperiora mentally, and 
that as the tribe was of recent foriiialioa they 
might easily wrest large sections of it from him 
on the death of their father. Extension of the 
Lesuto north of the Warden Line meant in- 
crease of the power of Molapo and Masupha, 
which Letsie had no wish to see, and therefore 
he was probably in earneat when he gave his 
opinion that the agreement to abide by the 
Eigh Commissioner's decision should be faith- 
fnlly observed. Mosbesh's reaeona were very 
different. There was nothing further from his 



DUDd ilian BubmisHoa to the »ward ia good 
&ith, but he was far too pmdent to pnt him- 
eelf in the wrong with the British Government. 
In that figurative language which he waa SO 
fond of using, he told the aeeemblj that they 
were in thie matter governed, but that soma 
other cause for war might arise. His people 
nnderetood him. Jt was thereupon resolved, 
though not expressed in words, that to save 
tippearancee the Baauto squatters should be 
withdrawn from the Free State, and that a canaa 
for war would be found such as would not 
forfeit the sympathy of the British Qovernmeot, 

This is now made so clear by aubsequeiit 
events, and by the collection and publicatioD 
of letters written by instruction of the different 
ohiefs and contemporaneous records from the 
pens of Colonial and Free State ofGcials, that no 
one at all acquainted with native ways attempts 
to dispute it. Bat so wary was the great chief 
that Sir Philip Wodehouse was completely 
deceived. Five months after the award, during 
all wbich time the Basnto were devising plan 
after plan to draw the farmers to attack them, 
the High Commissioner informed the Secretary 
of State for the Colonies that his decision bad 
been faithfully accepted by Moshesh, and that 
all fear of a collision was at an end. And both 
the High Commissioner and the Secretary of 
State complimented the chief upon his loyal 
and fwthful conduct 

What that conduct was in reality must 
now l>e shown. Tlie chiefs who attended 
the pitso had no sooner dispersed than cattle 
lifting was resumed on a very extensiTe 



Boale along the southwestern border, front 
which that quarter had for nearly three ^eare 
been tolerably free. From the ground north of 
tiie Warden Line the women, children, luid 
homed cattle were removed, but the men and 
horaea were left behind. A strong pauol of 
formers v as asaombling, to be reedy on the let 
of December to expel any iatrudera who might 
tbenremaia. While matters were in this con- 
dition, on the 22nd of November a letter waB- 
handed to the President by some Basuto, who 
stated that it had been sent by MoHheah. The- 
seal of the great chief was not, however, attached 
to it Its purport was that if Sir Philip Wod&- 
house would not give anotlier line than that of 
Uajor Warden, Moehesh would not submit. The 
object evidently was to provoke an attack before 
t^e expiration of tbe month. The Presidentr 
however, was too oautioua to be thus imposed 
upon. He sent Commandant Wessels to 
Uosbesh to nscertaiD if he acknowledged the 
document, when tbe great chief declared it to- 
be a forgery. 

About the same time some farms near Bethle- 
hem were pillaged by a party of Basuto under 
Lesawana, or Bamanela as he is now called. 
Tiiis Bamanela w^ a son of Moshesh's brother 
Makhabane, and was married to Moabeah'» 
daughter of highest rank, who was a full tnatel 
of Leteie. llie attack upon tbe farms was 
entirely unprovoked. The homesteads were 
damaged, tbe loose property was destroyed, and 
the cattle were driven o&. As this act did not 
provoke retaliation, Moshesh affected to throw 
all tiie blame upon Bamanela, promised to- 
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the farmers ta the extent demsoded byCom- 
mendaot De Tilliers, namelf to restore their 
stock which had been driven off and to pay 
seveoty head of good cattie aa damages. 

When the award was commnnicated to the 
Resident, the High Commissioner had oouHBelled 
moderation in requiring ita fulfilment, and had 
expressed an opinion that it might he fonn4 
practicable to permit some of the Baanto 
eqnatters to remain within the Free State 
OQ reasonable conditions. The Free State 
GoTemment waa not nnwilling to adopt thia 
reeommendation, and overtures from Ramanela 
himself were being farourahly entertained at 
the very time when be plundered the Bethlehem 
farmers. After this, naturally, the Free 
State Authoritiea resolved that none coald 
remain. 

At the beginning of December the President 
with a strong patrol inspected the line, and 
found no Basuto within it, except in one place 
a few who appeared to be panic stricken. He 
then left a guard of two hundred men on the 
border, and returned to Bloemfontein. Moehesh'a 
letters at this time, aa ever throughout hia life, 
were filled with peaceful expressions. He had 
ordered his subjects, he said, to withdraw within 
his boundary, and he believed they had all done 
so, except a few of Bamanela's clan who would 
move without further delay. He informed the 
President of a. rumour which he. asserted he 
had heard, that the Free Stale, the South African 
Bepublic, and Moroko had entered into alliance 
widi a view of attacking him, and innocently 
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uked if there was any truth in it He stated 
that his people had abancloDed the territory north 
of the line bo haatjly that they bad been unable 
to remove the com which was stored in hasketa 
or their loose goods and efEecte, and he requested 
that they might be permitted to return for such 
property ud also to gather the crops tlien 
growing in the gardens wiuch they had made. 
Moperi and Molapo also wrote, making similar 
reqnests. The President, in reply, gave the 
chiefs permission to seod people for the com 
and loose goods at any time before the end of 
January 1865, provided the people so sent were 
miarmed and conducted themselves properly. As 
for the crops growing in the gardens, he would 
submit the question of their removal or olJier- 
wise to the Volksraad. 

Some of Ramanela's people still remained in 
secluded parts of the territory restored to the 
Free State by the award. On the 2?th of 
December they attacked the Border Guard as it 
was patrolling in the Harriemith District, bat 
were driven back with a loss of one man killed 
and fire wouaded. The President then called 
npon Moshesh to remove these subjects of his, 
and to fulfil the engagements he had made a 
month before. The great chief repeated bis 
promise, spoke of bis love of peace and desire 
to do what wds right, asked that a commission 
should be sent to confer with bim upon the 
punishment of Bamanela, and when Mr. Job 
Harvey, landdrost of Smitii£eld, was sent with 
this object, would do nothing. While time was 
thus being spent in fmitleas negotiatJoDs, 
Bamaoela's people were bnsy plundering, and 
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ia the Becond week of January 1865 two 
bnrgherB were ieverelj wounded by them. 

On the 6th of February 1865 the Volfcsraad 
met. On the 7tli & resolution was onanimODsly 
adopted, thankiag the High GommiBsioner in 
the name of the Ooverument and the people for 
what be had done, and then the question of the 
Baento squatters being permitted to gather the 
com growing in the gordeDs thej had made 
came onfor diacuBUOD, After a debate of two 
-days duration, rcBolutions were carried that the 
eqnatterB could not be permitted to gather the 
maize and millet crops, which would not reach 
maturity for some time to come, but that under 
Teaeonable B&fegUBrde they migbt remove before 
the end of February the wheat which was then 

Juat before this resolution was passed, 
Moshesh'a son Teekelo paid an official visit to 
£loemfODtein. On hie return homowardH he 
-drove off some horses belonging to formers, and 
retired with them to a mountfun stronghold 
between Winburg and Mekuatling, where he 
took up his residence. When shortly afterwards 
he was brought to account there by Moperi, his 
own father-in-law, not less than forty horses 
belonging to Free State burghers were found in 
his posaeaHJoii. A few of these were restored by 
Moperi, but Moshesh took do steps to cause the 
■Othere to be returned, or to punish his son. 

On the 23rd of February the President wrote 
to Moshesh, making a formal demand of redress 
for Ramanela's misdeeds ; but Mr. Harvey, who 
was then endeavouring to obtain a friendly 
settlement, was instructed not to deliver the 
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docnment until eveiything else ehonld fail. It 
was thus kept back till the time alloved for 
TedresavasuDreaeoDab1yshort,DD which account 
the President cbncelled it, and renewed the 
demand on the 28th of March. In this latter 
Mosheeh was called npon to remove Bamanela's 
people from the Free State, to pa^ the fine of 
Mveoty head of cattle, to make full compen- 
pBtioB for the wounding of the two bm^hers, 
and to punish the guilly partioH, before the I5th 
of April ; to restore the 47 horaea and 37 cattle 
stolen in November by Bamauela, and to pnmsli 
those followers of Bamanelu who had attacked 
the Border Gnani, before the let of May ; faihu'g 
which the Oovernment of the Free State would 
act towards Bamanela according to the eleventh 
article of the treaty of Aliwal North. 

The only notice which Mosiieeh took of these 
demands was to forward on the 26th of April 
fifty-eight of the least valuable cattla in his 
country, nine horses, and £4 in money, which 
the President immediately sent back to him. 
And while the cattle were on the return road,. 
Bamanela made a descent upon a farm belonging 
to a widow named Uys, and drove. ofi thirty- 
five horses. 

A considerable bnrgher force was therefore 
called out. A guard was stationed at Eoesberg 
to watch Poshuli, whose followers were plunder* 
ing the farmers along the Lower Caledon, and a 
commando took the field to pnnibh Bamanela. 
On the 9th of May the President left Bloem- 
fontein and pnt himself at the head of the 
bnrghers. Bamanela then sent bis cattle into 
Natal for safety, and made a show of rasistance 
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On the 25tli of May the commando attacked 
hita, when after a little BkirmiBhing he fled over 
the bonndary with a loss of a few men killed 
and wonnded. Thia was exactly what was 
anticipated and {ffOTided for by the Basuto 
chiefs. The same stratagem tliat had Inred the 
column of Colonel Napier at Berea to destmc- 
tioii had been employed to tempt (he Free State 
forces onward. Thousands of cattle were in 
sight, apparently unguarded aud leady to be 
made an easy booty by the exasperated burghers. 
But the President was too cnutious to fall into 
the trap. On the line the commando halted, 
and Banianela's fugitive clan was pnrsued do 
further. 

While the forces were aesembling to conduct 
this operation, the followers of Hoperi were 
doing what they could to provoke an attack. 
Borne of them took temporary possession of a 
&rm belon^g to one Van Booyen, and made 
prisoners of the owner and of a man named 
Peber, the latter of whom they aseaulted and 
beat Another party seized on Free Stato 
ground a. farmer named Michael Muller, carried 
him away to Moperi's village, and detained him 
there for four days. These outrages brought 
matters to a climax. 

On the 2nd of June the President demanded 
fram Moshesh the delivery to the landdrost of 
Winburg before sunset on the 8ch of the indivi- 
duals who had thus assaulted and imprisoned 
Free Staf« burghers on their own gronnd, 
together with a fine of fifty head of cattle, and 
announced that if the demand waa not complied 
with he would consider it a duclaration of war 
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ftnd act accordingly. To this do reply wa» 
made, and on the 9th of Jnne 1865 the Btato 
Prerident, having done all that was possible 
consistently with honour to pre serve peace, 
issued from Leenwkop a proclamation calling 
the barghere to anns for the Tindication of their 
rights against the Basnto. 



CHAPTER IL 

Since the war of 1858 the relative military 
strength of the Free State and the Lesato had 
altered considerably, though to ohservers at a 
distance the disparity between them seemed 
Blill enormoas. The extent of the Republic wbb 
much greater than in 1858, and in the interval 
immigration had largely increased its popnlati on. 
No exact census had yet been taken, bnt tha 
number of Europeans of both sexes and of all 
ages was computed at thirty-five thonsand sonls. 
The Basuto had also increased in number, bnt 
not in the same proportion, as there had been no 
large influx of people from other tribes into 
their country. The subjects of Moshesh at this 
time were abont one hundred and seventy-five 
thonsand all told, or as five to one of their 
opponents. 

In another repect also the disparity of 1858 
was lessened. There were still factions in the 
Free State opposing each other in everything 
political, bnt by common consent in this snprema 
moment of danger their quarrels were su^endedr 
■nd with one heart they responded to the 
President's call to arms. It was not his por^i 
but his country, that each man rose to aid. 
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Moeheah wm becoming feeble by age, and, 
though he Btill retained all the wilinesB of his 
fODDger dajs, he was no longer capable of 
making much exertion either in body or in 
miod. As his weakness increased, the religion 
of his yoath was constantly recoreriDg more 
and more hold upon him, and at this time he 
was completely nnder the inflneace of Banto 
Beers. His actions were dow guided to a large 
extent by the dreams and ravings of persons 
who were half-maniacs, and by the castings oE 
divining bones and charms. A great portion 
of the authority which he had once wielded 
had under these circumstances passed into 
the hands of his sons, and these men, whose 
talents were not tieyond those of ordinary 
barbarians, were intensely jealous of each 
other. Letsie, the eldest son by the principal 
wife, would gladly have seen Molapo, who was 
next to him in rank, destroyed or driven from 
the country. Molapo was bent upon making 
himself independent of Letsie. Masupha, who 
came nest and who was the ablest of the three, 
was endeavonring to draw adherents from both 
his brothers. Etsu this war, which was popular 
with all because it promised plander to all, 
could not cement for a day the rival Besuto 
factions. 

In the matter of military supplies the com- 
batants were on a par, proTiding the war should 
not be a long one. The Basato had accumulated 
a good stock of rifles and gunpowder, which 
cft>ntTaband trsders had brought into their coun- 
try, and Moshesh had laid by a large quantity of 
ammanition received by him as toll from natives 
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of the Dorth wbo passed through the Leeuto on 
their return from the Colonj to their bomee. 
The leadiag cliiefe had even obtained SBversl 
cannon and some amall field gnne. On the other 
hand these supplies, though considerable, were 
not inezhauEtible, and the Free Slate had an 
open market in Natal and the Cape Colony. 

But apart from all comparisons as to nnnibers, 
political condition, and material of war, the 
advantages which the physical features of their 
country gave to the Bosuto were so great that 
the Free State cause to ordinary ohservera seemed 
utterly hopeless. Yet thoughtful men might 
have remarked that from the earliest period of 
their history it was under such circumstances, 
when driven to extremities and with enormous 
odds against them, that the stubborn Batavian 
race has over and over again proved its right to 
rank with the best and the bravest of the nations 
of Europe. 

A proclamation, intended as a reply to the 
President's decUration of war, was published in 
the name of Moshesh. It was the production of 
a European braio, bat one satuiated with Basuto 
sabtilty. By a careful suppression of some facts 
and distortion of others the Basuto cause was 
pnt forth as a just one. The document was 
intended for readers in England, wbo knew 
nothing whatever of the cause of the war, and 
it was therefore so worded as to claim their syio- 
patby. The reapeot of Moshesh for the Queen 
was dwelt upon, and English subjects in the 
Free State were informed that if they wotild 
remain quietly on their farms they and their 
property wouM not be molested. It wonU 
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have beeD too eitravagant to have hazarded a 
clear statement that the Free State wished to 
ijeprive MoBheah of an acre of hia ground, yet 
this was inaianated in the worda with which 
tie docuineDt eDded, " all peraons know that 
my great sin ia that I possess a good and fertile 
country." Not a single EoglishinaD in the 
Free State was deceived by this manifesto. 

At a Council of "War held by the officers of the 
burgher forces which were rapidly assembling, it 
was resolved to attack Moperi fljat, and on the 
13th of June the Free State army encamped 
within two miles of that chief's town, Mabolela, 
the mission station of the Rev. Mr. Keck. The 
men of each district were mustered under their 
own Commandant, and at the head of the whole 
force was Johannes Ii^aak Jacobus Fick, who had 
been i-lected to the supreme military command 
with the title of General. 

On the morning of the 14th eight htmdred and 
fifty men left the camp to attack Moperi. As the 
foremost file entered a ravine between moniitaina 
a fire was opened upon it from behind rocks and 
stone walls, but at too great a distance to do any 
damage. Immediately afterwards the burghers 
became aware that an army of great numerical 
strength, under the chiefs Molapo, Masupha, 
Leroihodi, Moperi, Molitsane, and one or two 
others, was there to protect the town. Large 
bodies of horsemen, yelling defiance, came 
charging towards them, but baited beyond 
lifle reach. The hillsides were alive with 
Baeuto foot. It was considered impracticable 
to advance, and after endeavouring fur some 
hours lo draw their opponents into close combat. 



50 

At nightfall the lioi^berB retired in good order 
to their camp. They had lost but one meo, and 
they had killed Beveral of the enemy ; but it 
conid not be concealed that this, the brst 
encounter of tbe war, ended in favour of the 
Basuto. 

Next morning a Council of War was held. 
Kearly all the officers were of opinion that it 
would be an act of raehnese to aitempt to take 
tbe town from the strong force there to defend 
it. There was one of the Commandants, how- 
ever, of a different opinion. Louw Wepener, 
a man held in esteem by all who knew him, for 
bis upright conduct, his enterprising character, 
and bis generous dispoBition, had moved from 
tbe Colonial Division of Aliwal North into the 
Free State less than two years before the wari 
and at its outbreak was ulected Commandant 
by the hurghera of hie district, Bethnlie. Tbe 
Opinion which be expressed was that the enemy 
would be inspired with confidence, and tbe 
Europeans on tbe other hand be disheartened, if ' 
the army should retreat. It waBDeceSBary to 
take Hoperi's town and to place the camp upon 
its site, in order to create entbauasm among tbe 
bnrghere. To do this was worth a heavy aacri- 
£ce. He offered to call for a hundred volunteers 
from tbe other divisionB, and with these and his 
own men to make en attempt to take the place 
by storm. But, on the plea that there was very 
little ammunition in the camp, the gallant Com- 
mandant's proposal was negatived, and it was 
decided to fall back. 

Some time before the outbreak of hostilities, 
—at least as early as the 29th of May, as is indi- 



catod in a letter of that date from Poshnlito Mr. 
. Austen, — the Basuto had arraaged for an invasion 
of the Free State. The ordinary preparation of the 
wairiora by the priests had been made. They had 
aent their women, cliildren, and cattle from the 
exposed parte of the country into the Malnti 
Diountaine, and were only waiting to see in 
what direction the Free State forcee would move. 

Before daylight on the morning of the 20th 
of June, eome two thousand warriors under 
Poahuli and Morosi crossed the Caledon near its 
junction witli Wilgeboom Spruit, and com - 
inenced to ravage the district before them. 
From the farm adjoining the commonage of 
SmithGeld they laid waste a broad belt of 
country for a distance of thirty miles towards 
Bloemfontein. The inhabitants, warned just in 
time to save their lives, fled without being able 
to remove anything. The invaders burned the 
houses, broke whatever implements they conid 
not set fire to, and drove off more than one 
hundred thonsand sheep, besides great droves 
of horned cattle and horses. In an hour the 
richest men in the district of Caledon Biver were 
reduced to destitution. 

In this raid thirteen white men lost their lives. 
A patrol consisting of fifteen burghers was sur- 
rounded, when twelve of them were killed. The 
other three succeeded in cutting their way out. 
A young colonist named Hugo Stegmann was 
surprised and murdered in another part of the 
district 

But the events of the day showed that in a 
fair field the burghers were able to hold their 
own against ten times their number of Basuto. 



A patrol coDBisting ef thirty-five men was bui- 
ronnded on ui open plain, where for hours the 
raiders hovered round them without daring to 
<»)ma to cloBe quarters, and at nightfall the 
little baud retired with only one man slightly 
wounded. The invading force was divided 
into three or four parties, the f oremoBt of which 
was turued baok by s body of eighty fanners. 
These burghers were joined during the night 
by a few others, and on the 2l8tthe Basuto, 
who were then retreating with their booty, 
were followed up and were bo nearly overtaken 
that they abandoned between three and four 
thousand sheep OQ the left bank of the 
Caledon. 

This raid was followed by similar incnrsiona 
ioto the districts of Bloemfontein,Winburg, and 
Hairismith. The villages were not attacked, 
but the farms were laid waste, until there wig 
a belt of couotry covered with ruins and 
stamped with desulation from the Lesuto border 
to a line about fifteen miles beyond the village 
of Winburg. 

To these raids several massacres of a pecu- 
liarly barbarous nature succeeded. Most of 
the half-breeds who hod formeily lived at 
Platberg, and who had ackDOwledged Carolua 
Baatje as their head, had been residing for 
some years by permission of the Free State 
Government at Rietspruit, about twenty-five 
or tlilrty miles from Bloemfontein. On ihe 
morning of the 27th of June a large party of 
Basuto carrying a white fiag a [>p eared at 
the village, and sainted the half-breeds with 
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friendly greetings. Moehpsh's bod Masuphs, 
who wag in commaod, said that theyhad oothing 
to feHT, for he was at war with no one bnt 
Boers. Ad ox was killed for the eotertainment 
of tiie visitors, and the Basuto and hatf-breeds 
Bat down together to partake of food, all the 
time conversing as friends, ^hen the meal 
was over, Masupha gave a signal, on which his 
followers fell withont warning upon the 
wretched half-breeds and mnrdered fifty-four 
men and boys, not sparing even male infants at 
the breast. Of the residents of the village only 
eight men escaped. Of these, seven were at the 
time away on a hunting expedition, and one, 
who was a short distance off when the maBsacre 
took place, managed to hide himself in an 
anteater's den. The murderers compelled the 
grown-np girls to get into a waggon, which they 
took away with them, together with such other 
property of their victims as they fancied, leaving 
sixty seven women end little girls behind. 

Od the same day that the massacre of the 
half-breeds took pl"ce, an equally atrocious deed 
was performed in anotlier quarter. A party of 
Boers with five transport waggons laden with 
goods belonging to Messrs. Wm. Munro & Co., 
of Durban, Natal, and destined for Pretoria in 
the Sonth African Republic, where the firm of 
Uunro had a branch establishment, had halted 
to rest their cattle on the Brakeesberg, a few 
yards on the Free State aide of the Natal boun- 
dary. The party consiated of Pieter Pretorias, 
who was a near relative of the President of the 
South African Republic, his sons Jsa, Albertus, 



„C>:)ngle 



54 

aud Jacobus, AndrieH Siiiit, Jan Pretorina's wife 
and two children, sis Dative men servaats, a 
little native servant boj, and an Indian oooiie. 
The oxen were being inapanned when a large body 
of armed Fasuto under Ramanela made their 
appearance. The Boers caught ap their ganB, bnt 
the Basuto called to them to come and talk as 
frieodB. The Boers then went towards them aud 
explained that they were not citi^enB of the 
Free State nor combatants, and that the goods 
OD their waggons belonged to Engliahmen. The 
explanation appeared to be aatiafactory, and in 
the supposition that they were safe the Boera 
lud down their guoa, when instantly the Baanto 
fell upon them and murdered the five white' 
men, Uie coolie,and three of the native aervanta. 
The other native servants, being Batlapin, were 
spared. 

The murderers then left a guard with the 
waggons, and went down into Natal. In the 
afternoon they returned with large droves of 
cattle, and went on homewards, taking the 
waggons with them. On the way the waggon in 
which the widow and children were confined broke 
down, and was abandoned after the Baauto bad 
removed thegooda and loaded their pack oxen with 
whatever they thought most valuable. Duringthe 
night the three Batlapin men made their eacape, 
and conveyed intelligence of the maaaacre to 
Harrismith, when a party waa immediately sent 
out to search for the other survivors. In the 
mean time tlie widow with her two children and 
the little native boy, having left the waggon as 
Boon as the Basnto were ont of sight, had lost 
her way, and it waa not notil the morning of the 
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29th that she reached the Tillage, after wander- 
in;; about for thirty-nx hours. 

On the following day a large party of Baento 
carrying a white flag approached the homeatead 
of a wealthy farmer named Jan Botes. Inclnd- 
ingtwo native servants, there were only eevea 
individuals capable of bearing arms at the place. 
Deceived by the white flag, old Mr. Botes per- 
mitted the Basuto to come close up and dis- 
mount, when they £red a volley which wounded 
a German schoolmaster named t'chwim and 
billed one of the servants. Old Mr. Botes they 
•tabbed to death with an assagai. The remain- 
ing four had by this time seized their gune, and 
Botes' eldest son shot a Moento, bnt was imme- 
diately afterwards killed himself. The other 
three apparently frightened the assassins, for 
they pretended to ride away. As soon as tbey 
were out of sight, the snrvivois mounted their 
best horses and rode towards tlie nearest lager. 
The Itasuto followed, and easily overtook 
&hwim and the women. These they compelled 
to return. The women lifted Schwira from his 
horse, and his wife sat down by him. The 
Basnto taunted them for a while, then they made 
& target of the wretched man, and after firing ' 
several shots at bim finally stabbed him with 
assagais. After this they destroyed everything 
on the place. When they left, the women set out 
again for the nearest lager, and after walking 
all night reached it in the morning. 

On the 2Tth of June, at the very time that 
Bamanek's marauding band was lifting cattle 
in the Colony of Natal, Sir Philip Wodehoose 
issued in Cape Town a proclamation of neutrality, 
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in which all British subjects, BnropeaD end 
native, were warned against assietiDg either 
belligerent. It was, however, beyuod hia power 
to prevent aid from reaching both the Free 
State and the Leauto. 

When intelligence of Ihe auSerings ot their 
kindred reached the Colonj, maof a atalwart 
farmer shonldered liie rifle and rode ofE to the 
Free Blate ciimpa. The Batlokna refugees in 
the Herachel Diatrict could not be restrained. 
Lahana, son of Sikonyels, came up from Qriqua- 
laad Eaat with a band of followers, was joined 
by the Herschel party, and croBaed the Orange 
to help the burghers agaiaat his hereditary foe. 
Many of the Fingos of Herachel, calling 
to mind ancient feuds and probably 
thinking of plunder, made their way to 
the neareat lager and tendered their services. 
Adam Kok, who was supposed to be under 
Colonial inflnence though he was not under 
Coloniiil juriBdiction, joyfully seized the oppor- 
tunity of retaliating upon the Baanto for the 
robberiea of Poshuli and Nehemiah, and brought 
a band of Qriquas to fight certainly for their 
ow[i hand, but on the Free State side. These 
auziliariee all combined amounted at one time 
during the war to as many as eight hundred 
men. On the other band Moshesh received 
eqnal aeaistance from hia friends. The braveat 
warriors that fought for him were the strangers 
from below the mountainH who hastened to the 
Lesuto with a view of sharing the spoil. 
Among theae was a clan oftlie T embus under 
a chief named Tyali, the same people to whom 
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a portioD of Emigrant Tembaland was aasigned 
a little later by Sir Philip Wodehouae. 

Very different from a declaration of neutrality- 
was a proclamation imued on the 26tl] of June 
by Mr. MarthiuuB Weasel PretoriuB, tben Pre- 
ddent of the South African Republic. Id the 
warmest language of sympathy he invited all 
who could to go to the aasistatice of the Free 
State. " Eise brothen, rise fellow ciiizens, give 
help where danger threatens. Delay not, or you 
may be for erer too late. God will bless you 
for doing good to your brethren. Forward I 
Ab soon as possible 1 will myself follow you.'' 
Bnt the Northern Republic was itself menaced 
at that very time by powerful enemies, and 
though most men agreed with the President 
that if Moshesh could be compelled to observe 
hie engagements the neighbouring tribes would 
not attempt to distutb the peace, it was not 
possible just then for much assistance to be sent 
firom that quarter. 

The devastation of the border country, though 
it eDtaited ruinous losses upon individuals, was 
in a military sense advantsgeous to the Free 
Stat«. A larger namber of burghers could now 
be spared for the invHsion of the Lesuto, as only 
Bmall patrols were needed beyond the blackened 
border belt The Basuto .were almost sure oot to 
venture so far from their mountains, and if they 
should, a few burghers on a plain wonld be able 
to drive them back. On the 28th of June this 
was again proved, when two hundred and fifty 
men of one of the northern commandos encoun- 
tered at least ten times their number of Moshesh's 



foUowers, and after a abort engagement were 
completely viotorioua. 

It waa therefore reaolved in a Qeneral Council 
of War that an attempt Bhonld be made to get 
poeaession of Thaba Bosigo, with which object 
the Free State forces were to advance upon the 
' f amoos atronghold Id two diTisioDB from different 
directioDB. 

The bnrghere of the aouthem diBtricta of the 
State with JaD Letele's people and the Fiogoa, 
nnder Commandant Louw Wepener, marched by 
way of the Koeebergen. On the 13th of July 
they formed a camp within an easy march of 
Vechtkop, the etrongly fortified mouatain which 
had been for many years the lesideDce of the 
robber chief Poahnli, but which wbs garriBoneii 
at this time by ibe clan of Lebenya. Wepener 
resolved to make himself master of this atrong- 
hold, wbich the Basnto believed to be impreg- 
nable. During the night he called for volunteers 
to follow him up the steep path that lad to the 
snmmit, and his call was gallantly responded to. 

In the grey dawn of the morning of the 14th, 
three hundred and forty burghers and two 
hundred Fingos, with the brave Commandaot at 
their bead, stormed up the mountain, and at 
half past five o'clock, before the light waa clear, 
they were in possession of it. The Basuto were 
entrenched bebiud stone walls built on ledges 
along the faces of precipices, posttioas so strong 
that with courageous defenders they could not 
have been taken. Bat Lebeoya's followers, 
though they coneumed a large quantity of 
ammunition, shut their eyes when they fired, 
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ma that the low on the Free State side was only 
one man killed nnd fonr woanded. The arrant 
cowards did something even more disgraceful 
than firing at an eaemy with their eyes closed. 
They placed their women in front of them 
wherever they wore exposed, with the result 
that of the sixty dead bodies found in the 
-sconces after the fighting was over, more than 
half were those of females. The CommaodaDt 
in his report expressed great regret at tliia 
circumstuico, bnt no one can jastly blame him 
for it. 

The spoil found on Vechtkop consisted of 
160 horses, 542 head of horned cattle, and 4,500 
sheep. The Free State forces were so inoon- 
aiderable that it waa not possible to leave a 
garrison even on such an important stronghold 
as this. All that conld be done therefore was 
to disarm the natives, destroy the huts, and 

From Vechtkop Wepener marched almost 
due north, destroying Poehali's villages as be 
advanced. Morosi in a great fright, fearing 
that the Commandant might pay him a visit, 
sent all his women and stock away into the 
mountains along the head waters of the Orange. 
On the last day of July Wepener's division 
reached Matsieng^ and engaged Letsie's force, 
which gave way after a very short engagement. 

* Commonlj called " Latsifl's Dew town" ia the 
docmneatB ol tbe lime. It li about six miles east of 
Iforija. Letsietooknp his [eeideace thera aftei the 
bnmiDg of bis hnts at Morija in the wai of 18f>S. 



A camp waa tlien formed in Letaie'a town, and 
&om it Wapener iaeued a proclomatioD ia which 
be declared the cou Dlry he bad overran annexed 
to tiie Frae State, the boundary of the LeaotCK 
to be in future a straight line from Baroboee- 
plaata at the eafit of Parapoenapruit to Thaba 
Telle, a peak of the Maluti 9,000 feet in height 
about three miles east of Matsieng, and from 
that point a straight line north b; compaBS to 
the Caledon. Two days later he sent such 
cattle taken from Leteie as he did not need to 
the Landdroat of Smithfield. The herd con- 
sisted of 1,142 horses, 3,500 horoed cattle, and 
11,586 sheep. 

During this time the other and larger division 
of the Free State forces was equally successful 
in its operations, Qenerai Fick had with him 
CommaedantB Weasels, De Villiers, Beater,. 
Joubert, Ho OB, Senekal, Malau, and Fourie, with 
their burghers. On the 17th of July he moved 
against Moperi's toivn, but found it abandoned. 
On the 20th he crossed the Caledon, and pro- 
claimed the whole country north and west of 
that river aDoeied to the Free StAte. On the- 
24th he crossed the Putiatsana, his passage 
being uneucvessfully disputed by the enemy. 

On the 25th of July General Fick directed an 
assault upon the Berea mountain. The path up- 
it was steep, but not so dangerous as that of 
Vechtkop. It was, however, deteoded by fully 
five thousand Basuto warriors, under Masupba^ 
the ablest of Moshesh's sons. These were 
posted on crags and behind great boulders. 
They were well armed, many of them with 
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pistols M well as rifles, and they had two caunoo 
«t the top of the pathway. Tlie barghera crept 
up from boulder to boulder, in little parties of 
five or six together, ebootingdown every Moauto 
who dared to expose himself. Very few, however, 
ventured even to look at the etomiing party. 
The poltroons fired into the sir, without doing 
i^e elighteet donisge, and diacharged their 
cannon when no one was ia front of them, aa 
if Doise alone would frighten back their oppo- 
nents. Near the tj^p it waa neceasarj for the 
storming party to close in and mate a rush. 
First upon the mountain were three youn^ nien 
whose namea, Chapman, Owen, and Bertram, 
denote the race from wbicli they sprang. These 
galtant fellows actually dashed forward at a 
-crowd of Baauto not half pistol shot from them. 
Close behind the remainder of the storming party 
came clambi-ring up, when tbe assassins of the 
halfbreeds, panic stricken, abandoned their 
«annon and turned and fled. 

In DO former war, in do war that haa taken 
place eiaoe, have the Baeato behaved so cowardly. 
Well might it be believt^d iD t'>e Free State 
camp that Qod had stricken their treacherous 
foe with confuaiOD, for never in the world's 
history was a victory won against greater odd«. 
The only casualty was one burgher wounded, 
while the corpaea of a hundred BHBato were 
lying around. Masupba's town was upon the 
fierea. Geoeral Fick toak possession of it, and 
formed his camp upon its site. 

The day after the Bersa was stormed five 
hundred BaroloDg under Tsepiaare.Morako'sBOD, 



joioed tbe Free State forces. Thie was a baay 
day with the bnrgheis. At early dawn eleven 
hundred men commenced making a waggon road 
tip the moaotain. They were loekiog down 
on the miasion statioD and on a great Basato 
army garrisoning Thaba Boeigo. It was General 
Fick's intention to £ortify a camp witliin a mile 
of Mosbesh's residence, and then to send a atrong 
force to meet Commeodent Wepener. In the* 
sftenioon Commandant De Villiera' division with 
the cannon moved from the camp at Maanpha's 
town to the south-weatern point of the Berea 
over against' Tbaba Bosigo, to try the range 
when the Commandant observed with satisfac- 
tion that Moshesb's house was struck witli balla 
from both the Armstrong and Whitwortli guns. 
On the 3rd of Augnst Wepener marched from 
Uateieng and joined General Fick before Thaba 
Bosigo, where the entire force of the Free State, 
consieting of 2,100 burghers, 500 Barolong, and 
400 lingos, Batlokus, and Bamonageng, was 
now concentrated. Some 20,000 Baauto warriors 
were gathered there also, but thoy could not ha 
drawn to an engagement. 

On the 27th of July a heavy fire of artillery 
was opened upon the flat top of Thaba Bosigo 
from a battery placed on a point of the Berea 
which commanded it. This fire was continned 
day after day, though it was soon ascertained 
that hardly any destruction of life was occasioned 
by it. It waa replied to by an occasional ball 
from Moshesb's cannon, which also did little or 
no damage- 
On the 8tb of August an attempt was mads 
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to take Thaba Bosigo hy stonn. AatroDgparty 
olanibered up the pathway at the southern extre- 
mity, but on approaching the top foond that 
Btone walla had been built acroaa the paeaage. 
The Basuto were ia great force above, and had 
collected a number oE boulders which they now 
rolled down on the storming party, compelliag 
them to retire with ten men wounded. 

By this time the disorder which it is almost 
impoesible to suppress in a body of men without 
discipline, huddled together without comfort and 
without constant occupation, was beginning to 
show itself in the Free State camp. Tha borghets 
and their CotntnandantB were socially on a 
perfect equality, and every man claimed the 
right of expressing his opinion upon any subject 
at any time. A dozen difEerent plans of carrying 
on the war were discussed, and each plan had 
violent advocates. Jealousies, divisions, strifes 
were daily increasing. 

It w&B while confusion such as this was ram- 
pant that on the 15th of August another attempt 
was made to take Thaba Bueigo by assault, an 
attempt made memorable hy the death of one of 
South Africa's bravest eons. Commandant Loaw 
Wepeaer. At sunrise sis hundred burghers 
were left to guard the camp, and the rest of the 
force was moved out with the intention of storm- 
ing the mountain. Such a want of preparation 
and above all of cooperation was manifest, how- 
ever, that General Fick gave up the idea for 
that day, and issued instructions for a march 
lonnd the mountain, Commjudant Wepener, 
who thought that a failure to make the attempt 
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would diBgTBce the Free State furcen, thea pro- 
posed to lead a Btorming party of voliiateere. 
CommandaDt Weseela o£Eered to acconipany 
Wepencr, and GeDaral Fick gladlj consented. 

The arrangemeots were speedily made. A 
heaT7 artillery flre was opened upon the f&ce 
and crowD of the mountain above the miaeion 
station, ander cover of which the storming party 
crept upwards from rock to rock until the 
entrance to the nairow and steep fissure whioh 
leads to the aumiiiit was gained. Just before 
reaching this, Wepener observed that there were 
not more than a hundred and twenty men with 
them, many who had volunteered having turned 
back fainUiearted. He sent down to beg the 
Oeneral to try to get reinforcements, but to the 
disgrace of the burghers below only a few 
Fingos offered. Across the entrance to the 
fissnre a strong stone wall about four ftiet high 
was found, and it was seen that every few yards 
between it and the top a similar wall had been 
built, behind which parties of Basuto were lyiaif 
completely sheltered from the fire of the artil- 
lery. Still the storming party pressed on. At the 
first wall Wepener fell, sbot through the heart, 
and several of the best nien in the coinmitndo fell 
beside him. Commandant Wessels continued to 
advance, and actually got possession of two or 
three of the barricades when he was severely 
wounded and was obliged to retire. The 
storming party was then seized with a panic, 
and rushed in wild confusion down the moun- 
tain, followed at a considerable distance by a 
band of Maeupha's warriors hooting and yelling- 



Sesides Wepener there ware nine men kiHed ia 
tb,l6 second futile attempt to take Thaba Boi^o, - 
and fbirtj-'four othere irere wounded. 

From this repuise nnti] the 23rd no ereot of 
tmj importairee took place. The camBiando 
la;f dispirited in cam^, atid wa« rapidly 
dinriniabing !□ aize by deeertion. The borgbeis 
bad been more than two months Hway' 
from their homes, and conld not be kept 
together now that all hope of a speedy 
termination of the war bad to be abandoned, 
Hosbesb, who was w^ informed of what 
■viaB going on, believed that events were abont 
to take the same course as in 1658, and 
that if he cotild but gain a few days grace any 
danger of another attempt to stonn bis strong- 
bOld WDiild be removed. On the 2Srd he wrotA 
to the President, proposing to invite the High 
Commissioner to arrange terms erf fieace. When 
this letter was sent down to the camp to be 
forwarded to Btoemfontein, the chief asked 
fOT an armistice. General Fick informed tho 
tneeeenger that if Mosbesh ^ould supply fifteen 
hnndied bead of slaughter oxen as provision for 
Ms army, be would suspend hostilities for six 
days. On the 24tb Moshesb asked that the 
onnietice should be extended beyond six days, 
bnt he sent no cattle to the camp. A Conacil 
of War was therefore held, at which it was 
decided to resnme hostile operations at once, by 
detaching a foroe to scour the Malnti in sesreh 
of catUe, and closely blockading Thaba Bosigo 
irith the remainder. 

White these new movemonts were in prepara- 



tion, a herd of from eixteeD to twenty-five 
thousaDdoseD arrived at the monntaia. Moahesh 
bad been so certda that the burghers were 
about to leave that he had given inatnictioDB to 
have these cattio brought down to their winter 
pasturage, and by some miamanageraent his 
orders had been carried ont too bood. The 
whole herd was now driven by the back pathway 
to the top of Thaba Bosigo, to prevent its falling- 
into the hands of the burghers. This was hardly 
effected when the investinent of the mountaia 
was completed, and then the cattle, withont grass 
or wat«r in a space so confined, soon became 
frantic. They rashed wildly about, trampling 
down such huts as the bombardment had spared, 
and preBsing whole droves together over the 
precipices, where they were dashed to pieces. 
For many days the moanings of the great herd 
were pitiful to hear in the camps below. At 
last these soauds died away, and there lay on 
Thaba Bosigo over four thousand carcases, while 
at least three times that number were decaying 
on the ledges and crags. A horrible stench filled 
the atmosphere. Clouds of vultures settled on 
the can-ion, but weeks passed away before it 



On the 28th of August a messenger from 
Bloemfontein bronght to General Fick the 
President's reply to Moshesh's letter. Adjutant 
General Lange was at once sent with it to the 
foot of the mountain, where he planted a white 
flag. Nehemiah came down, and the President's 
letter was handed to him, with an intimation 
that Mr. Lange would wait for a reply from his 
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father Moehesh. In a coopte of hoars Nehemiah 
ratomed with TKekelo. They stated that George 
was away (which was an nntruth), and that in 
his absence Moahesh could not make out the 
GondilJODS properly. They requested Mr. Laage 
to go up and see their father, but he declined to 
do BO. Nehemiah then aaked for a truce of 
three days in order that Mosheeh mig-ht have 
time for conaideration, to which Mr. Lango 

In hia reply, which waa dated the 25th of 

Augaat, Freaident Brand stated that he was 

deeirous of peace, not a aham aettleioent, but a 

real peace. He proposed the following terma :— 

Uoaheeh to surrender Thaba Bosigo with all the 

arms and ammunition there to the Free 

State forces. The niountaiu to be in futnre 

occupied by a Free State magistrate, under 

whose Bupervision the Baauto chief should 

govern hia people. 

Hoahebh to pay within four daya ten thousand 

head of horned cattle and five thousand 

horses as war expeneee, and thirty thousand 

bead of horued cattle and sixty thousand 

sheep as compensation for robberies com* 

mitted and damages caused by hia people. 

The land outside the lineE) proclaimed by Fick 

and Wepener to be annexed to the Free 

State. 

If these terms were accepted, Moaheah was 

' within three hoars after receipt of the letter to 

send two of his principal sods to remain aa 

hostages in the Free State camp. 



Snoh conditions at first sight -seem eztntva- 
gant. MoBhesh was at that moment the head 
■of an army of twenty thousand men, well 
tnipplted ^th mnnitioos of war, and in poases- 
«0D of an impregnable fortresa. The Free 
Btate anuy, that never exceeded three thousand 
combatanta, waa rapidly ntelli ng away. Bnt 
the Free j dent felt that this eombot was one of 
life or death, and that if civilization was not 
to recede the Basuto power must be broken. 
The bnrghers were going home, it waa true, 
bnt every man proDtised to return after a short 
viut to his family. The religious fervonr o£ 
tbe people was high. Men everywhere not 
only said, but really believed, that God wonld 
certainly bless tb^ir righteous canae. Then 
there was some bope of aid. When the news of 
the massacre of the Transvaal burghera by 
Bainanela reached Pretoria, the President of 
the South African Republic demanded from 
Moahesh the delivery of the murderera witli 
payment of the value of the property seized 
by tliem, and when no notice was taken of hie 
demand, he had declared war. It waa not likeljr 
tjiat the Northern Bepublic, menaced as it was 
t^ great native tribes whose sympathies were 
with the Baauto, would be able to give much 
assistaace, but it might apare a few men. 
Finally, the Freeident stated aubaequenily that 
he did not expect the terms to he accepted in 
their entirety. He proposed them, but left it 
open for Moehesh to offer modifications. This 
in a course followed between civilized nations, 
bnt it ie beyond qeestion that a much better 
plan in dealing with barbariana is to say at onoe^ 
this I will accept and nothing less. 
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On the day followiog the receipt of the Pred- 
dent'o letter, Moehe^ wrote to the High Com- 
DUBsioDer that he could not complj with the 
cooditioDH, which were immoderate, and re- 
quested His Excellency to come and eatabliBh 
peace, ofEeriug at the eome time to give himaelf 
and hie twqntry up to Her Majesty's Gojem- 
meot under conditions to ha afterwards agreed 
upon. This letter was aont to Aliwal North by 
Qeorge Moaheah, who left with bstructioos to 
wait there until n reply ebould arrive. 

It waa not until the 17tfa of Septemher that 
MoBheeh replied to the President All this time 
a confltant oannonading upon Thaba Boaigo had 
been kept ap, but without causing any damage, 
Mr. WilHwa Beed) an Englishman who was aent. 
to Mmbeeh with a letter from the High Commis- 
sioner, and who spent five days on the mountain, 
described tiie condition of affaira there to Mr. 
Bumetfor His Excellency's informatien. There 
ware from fifteen hundred te eighteen hundred 
people with Moshesh, moatly men, who were 
diepoeed in pickets along the edge of the mcun,- 
taia. There was no scarcity of food apparent 
About three hundred head of cattle were still 
alive, together with ten horses and a hundred 
and fifty sheep and goats. In addition to meate 
tb«re was pleaty of meal and coffee. Tlie only 
article of which the Basuto were short waa lead, 
consequently there was not much firing, only 
about a hundred shota a day. There were fivs 
white renegades with Moshesh, one of wboia 
wasagnntmith. 

The reply of Moshesh, which wes written and 
signed by Teekelo, was to the effect that th» 
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conditiona proposed by Mr. Brjnd were too 
'severe for liim to comply with, and he asked 
that a conimuDicBtioD might be opened between 
them through the medium of the Adjutant-. 
General. Mr. Reed bad ioformed hira that the 
President had just arrived in the camp. 

To this Mr. Uraud answered that he considered 
the conditions necessary to secure a real and 
permanent peace, but that he wrs willing to 
consider any modifications which Moshesh might 
wish to suggest. The Chief could deliver a 
written statement of such modifications to the 
Adjutant'Qeneral. At the same time the Presi- 
dent compluned of Moshesh making use of his 
BOD Tsekelo as his secretary. This young chiefs 
character was such that a European would 
instinctively shrink from having any dealings 
with him, thongli the Basnto revered him on 
account of his birth. He hud been false to 
everyone who had at any time trusted hint, he 
was a convicted horsestealer, and he was 
notorious for his amours with his own brothers' 

On the following day, the ISth, Moshesh asked 
for an armistice, in order that he might have a 
personal interview with Mr. Lange. This was 
conceded, and the interview took place, but 
without any good result. Moshesh was indis* 
posed to make any concessions whatever. lie 
sent a statement in writing to the President 
that his desire was to come to peace on equal 
terms ; that he had fully considered the pro- 
posed conditions, and found ho could not com- 
ply with any of them ; and that he would agree 
to nothing but the boundary defined by His 
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Escelleney the Governor. Mr. Brand could 
therefore only declare the armistice at an end, 
and open fire with his great guns again. 

B; the25ihof September the Free State foroei 
had become bo weak from deaertion that the 
Conncil of War resolved to raise the siege of 
Tbaba Boaigo. The tnen who remained were 
fonned into a conple of flying columua, one of 
which, nnder Commandant Pieter Wesaele, was 
10 Bcour the country along the Orange, while 
the other, under General Fick, proceeded to the 
north to join a BmatI force then on its way 
from the Transraal, and afterwards to attack 
Uolapo. 

The Transvaal bnrghers were accompanied 
by President FretoriuB, but were under the 
military direction of Commandant General Paul 
Krager. On the 28th of September they encamped 
at Naanwpoort, and there at three o'clock the 
next morning they wore attacked by Uolapo'l 
followers aided by a party of warriors from 
beyond the mountains. The burghers were 
taken completely by surprise, for the first intima- 
tion that an enemy was m the neighbourhood 
was the rush of the Baeuto into their camp. But 
to spring to their feet and grasp their weapons 
was the work of only a few aeconds. The fight 
was short, for the assailants speedily retreated, 
receiving a volley of slugs as they fied. Six 
burghers were killed, and in the morning the 
dead bodies of fifty-four Basuto were found. 

On the 3rd of October Commandant Erager 
encamped at Sikonyela's Hoed, and three days 
later he effected a junctioa with General Pick's 



torceiaught of HoUpo's towa of Leribe." The 
jDitited commaDdoB consisted of only twelre 
hundred men. The Baauto did not wait to Im 
attacked, but a little be£are Buniet they sat tbeir 
kraala on fire, and fled. That evening Oeneral 
Fiok proclaiined tbe district between the Caledon 
cod the PuUaleana Free State territory. 

The combined forces then eooured the couatiT' 
withent any opposition and without any reaalt, 
nidil tile SSrd, when they encountered the enemy 
in gieat force at Uathcart's Drift on tbe Caledon. 
The aeers had predicted that at this place tbeir 
countrymen would be triumphant, the warriors 
had partaken of raw flesh torn front the bodies 
ot still liviog- bulla to give tbeiu ooatago, and 
all the ceremonies which their reliijon imposed 
bad been carefully observed. The Basuto were 
thna confident of victory, and Kwait^d the shock 
of battle more manfully than on any pravions 
occasion during the war. But after a short and 
sharp engagement they broke and fled, learmg 
770 horses, 7,941 head of homed cattle, and 
4,150 riiaep, which were gracing in tbe neigh- 
honibood, in the hands of the conquerors. 

A few days after this action the TraoaTul 
burghers returned home, and the Free State wu 
again left entirely to its own resoarces to cany 

On the lat oE November Commandant ^eter 
Wessats with a small party of biirghera, a few 

* After B very short residence at Cans, Molapo 
remored fiom that place and establiBhed himself at 
Leribe. In ISSS the Rev. Ui. Coillatd foonded a 

miuion itation tbete. 
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Tiagoafrom HerBohal, Jan Letele'a Bamonageog^ 
and LehaDa's Aatlokua, attaaked Horoai's daa 
OB the Borth bank of the Orange River. Ob 
thia and the followini; day one hundred and 
five Bi^Qti were killed, aod S3 horeen, 934 
head of homed c&ttle, and 2,032 sheep wmw 
CB)>tured. Moroai in this extremity sent a depu- 
tation to Mr. John Ansten, Baperin ten dent of 
the Witteberg«n Native Reserve and the nearest 
Colonial officer, to aak to be taken under Britidt 
protection. He did this nithont any reEerence 
to Mosheeh. Mr. Aueten at onoe forw&rdedthe 
application to Mi. Burnet, Civil Coninuesioner 
of AHwal North, for transmission to the High 
CoinnuBwoaer. On the 5tb of November Moron 
Bent to Hr, Ansten to say that if he was «ttBckad 
again lie wonld take refuge with his whole 
following in the Reserve. 

As it would not he possible to get a retdjr 
from Cape Town within a fortnight, Mr. 
Ansten then wrote to Commandant Weasels 
offering his aervioes as a mediator, and an 
arrangement was made by wliich Horoai on pay< 
meiit of five hundred head of oattle obtained an 
armistice until the President could be commuoi- 
otted with. Mr. Brand offered to conclude a 
final peace with hira on hta paying 300 horaea, 
3,000 head of homed cattle, and 15,000 sheep, 
within fifteen days, and giving two of bis sous 
or sub-chiefs as hostages for his good conduct. 
These terms, which must be viewed as remark- 
ably lenient considering the part which the 
Baphuli took in the raid into the Caledon Biver 
diatrict, were rejected by Morosi. A day or two 
later he learned that the High Commissioner 



74 

declined to eotert^n his application. Some of 
hie fcUowera then fled to the Reserve, but the 
Chief himeelf with tlie greater Dumber of his 
people retired to the rugged country near the 
sources of the Orsnge, and took no farther psrt 

The failure of the attempt to take Tbsba 
Bowgo necessitated the raising of additional 
forces hy the Free State. In a civilized com- 
tnanitf it is not possible under any circumstances 
for more than abont one fifteenth of the whole 
number of inhabitants to be employed at any 
one time in war beyond theii own borders. Very 
few nations can put that proportion into the 
field, for it implies an almost total cessation of ' 
all ordinary iadustries. The Republic could 
not on this basis send more than 2,350 burghers 
into the LesDto, and that number was insufficient, 
even if it could be kept np. In point of fact 
2,100 was the highest number ever attained 
during the war, and the army could not be kept 
longer tiian two months at that strength. The 
Preudent therefore, as the only means of in- 
creasing his force, commissioned Messrs. 
Webster and Tainton, two competent and popular 
ofGcers, to raise bodies of European and native 
TolunteerB. The Free State had no fuods, and 
therefme the only pay that conld be ofEered to 
the volunteeis was such cattle as they could 

The High CotiimiBsioner, however, regarded 
this method of raising an army with no favour- 
able eye. The greatest difficulty that the Coloaiol 
Government had to contend with was the 
tendency of the native tribes to appropriate that 
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which did not belong to them, aad here was & 
direct invitatiOD to ento- npoo a career of fight- 
JDg for booty. He had ieeued a proctamation of 
neutrality, which the Imperial Anthoritiee had 
eatirelf approved of, and as it waa evident that 
auy volunteers must be British subjects, hero 
was an invitation to restless spirits in th« 
Colon; to set the Government at defiance. On 
the 7th of November he addressed a letter of 
remonstrance to the President, and on the 28t}i 
of the same month he wrote in atill atronger 
terms, threateaing that if the practice was con- 
tinaed he would prohibit the snpply o£ arms 
and ammtinition to the Free btate. The Colonial 
ofiicers on the frontier were directed to nee the 
utmost vigilaaoe to prevent infractions of the 
Foreign Enlistment Act, and a reward of £60 
was offered for tbe conviction of any one fonnd 
recmiting in the Oolony. 

From this time nntil the end of the year very 
little occurred that is worthy of notice. On the 
1st of December General Fick after a slight 
action took poBseaeiOD of Lerihe for the second 
time, when Molapo fled to Thaba Patsoa, a 
strong mountain about fifteen miles to the 
«aatward, in the Malnti range. On the 6th 
an engagement between the burghers, 450 in 
number, and some 3,000 Basuto, took place at 
Flatbetg, when General Fick lost three men and 
the Basuto lost fifty. Early in l^e month the 
chief Lebenya with his followers crossed over 
into the Wittelwrgen Native Reserve, and 
claimed British protection. The Basuto avoided 
meeting tbeir opponents in force, but whenever 
an opportunity occurred of cutting off small 
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pwtias Ihey took adTuitage of it They did 
not qwre Uiosb oI tfaeir own colonr wbo wsra 
In wrvioa with the burghen. Thns, on tm* 
ooosnon abont this time three Snropean* and 
two blacks were eurpH»ed when gathering fuel^ 
■ind were all mnrdered. On another occaajon 
two white men, father and son, and two blacks, 
who TeDtnred with waggona too neai'the Lesnto, 
wen captmed and were all pnt to death. In 
most inifanceB tha daad bodies were mntilated 
in a shookiag mannw. The Frae State forcesi 
on their part, were doing wfaat they could to 
weaken their enemy by destroying tbe crops 
and iMcking up a few cattle here and there. 

At this stage it will be well to relate the con- 
■eqnencea of Bamanela'a raid into Natal on th« 
27th of Juce, as that event can hardly be 
separated &oni the war. 

After the murder of Fieter Pretorius's psrty, 
the foUowen of Ramaoela deacended the Ura- 
kensberg and entered a part of Natal wbera 
cattle kept on the highlanda of the Haniamith 
district during the hot aeaeon were nsually sent 
to graae in the winter montba. A good man; 
fanners were in fact residents of Natal at one 
eeason of the yesjr, and o£ the Free Stftte at 
nootber. The.reiderB seized 248 boreea, t,&19 
head of homed oattle, 1,70? sheep, and 307 
goals, valued altogether, with the damage done 
to other pn^erty, at from £17,000 to £20,000. 
They wounded one white man, and killed three 
blacks. 

The fint ramours of this ioroad wbiob 
reaobed the Oovernment at Maiitzburg were 
GsaggeratiooB of the reel facts, and qreated 
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BODeceBMiy alarm. The Volnntaert of tM 
Oelon; ware immadiatoly oalJed ont, and with 
all the available ttoops were sent to LadismiUi, 
The Colonial Saoretar;, Uajor Erakine, and Iha 
Seoretaiy for Native AfEairs, Mr. Theopbilaa 
Sbepstooe, proceeded to the botder to t*ka 
meaenTes for ite defence, and the Be^dent 
Magistrate of Weenen vrae eent to Molapo to 
nfc for redress. 'Cb« Volonteere on tbetr way 
to the front detected a party of Baento plonder- 
iag a farm, bot they fled ao hastily that tiie; 
«oald not be overtaken. 

On the 5th of Jnly Molapo informed the 
repveaentstiveB of the Natal Ooverninent that 
Ramanela bad acted ia disobedience of positive 
orders ; that the stolen stock was being collected 
hy him for tlie puipoae of being reatorad ; that 
he, for lib father and himeelf, was willir^ to 
pay compensatioQ for damages ; and also that, 
if required, he would tiy to deliver up Bumanela 
for pnmefaBaent. On the faith of these asaurancea 
tiie Volanteers were permitted to return home, 
and Major Erakioe went book to his duties nt 
Haritzbiirg. The Imperial troops, consisting df 
Infantry and Artillery, were left at Ladiamith, 
and Mr. Shepetone with a few Cape Mountsil 
Biflemen and a thousand Natal natives formed 
aeanip on the Baeuto border. 

Sir Percy Douglas, who then commanded the 
British troopa in South Africa, was at the time 
ih Maritzbarg. He sent iotelligence of the 
inroad overland to King William's Town, whence 
it was conveyed by telegraph to the High Com- 
missioner, who alone had authority to deal with 
independent oluefs. On receipt of the tolegram 



78 

Sir Philip Wodehouse Bent lo Moshesh, requiring 
faim to restore tbe stolen stock inatantlj, to 
make reparstioD tor the dAmage done, end to 
pndiilHt each acts in future. Mosheab replied 
that before the demaud reached him he had 
begun to collect the cattle for the pnrpoee of 
•eadiug them back, and had given orders that 
BiiTthing missing ehonid be replaced. 

Tbie letter ought to have proved to Sir Philip 
Wodehouse, if proof was slill wanting, how 
ntteriy untrustwortby Mosheeh's statements 
, were. HehedDOtdoneashesaid. Afewdaj^ 
before hiu letter was written, bis son Molapo 
had returned 39 bursea, 161 head of horned 
cattle, 194 sheep, and 40 goate, and had informed 
Mr, Shepstone (hat Moshesh and Letsie not only 
did not approve of the promiseB he had made, 
bat that Moshesh had sent him word that he 
would not compel Bamanela to make restitution. 
Molapo believed that Letsie would be well 
pleased if the Natal forces were to enter his 
district, wliich was contiguous to the Natal 
border, and punish bim for the acts of Hamanela^ 
though that marauder was not in the least under 
his control. He offered to abandon his father 
and brother, and to place himself and his people 
under the protection aod control of the Natal 
Government. The High Commissioner, however, 
would deal only with Moshesh as the head of 
the tribe. 

The apparent impunity with which the inroad 
had been made was an encouragement to bands 
of robbers to make Natal a field of operations, 
and early in August a case of cattle lifting on 
such a large scale occurred that by the Qovem^ 
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ment sdiJ tbe people it was commonly spoken 
of &B ft Mcond raid. MoBheah in the mean time 
was dealing with the matter as if it vras of little 
importance. Utterly regardless of troth, he 
wrote to Mr, Shepstone, aa ha had written to Sir 
Philip Wodehonae, that he had given orders to 
Bamanela to reatore everything without delay. 

After waiting two montha, as the only cattle 
sent back were the few delivered by Uolapo, the 
High Commissioner concluded thai it was 
neceseary to make a more formal demand than 
he had hitherto done. He declined to take into 
consideration the expense which Qie Natal 
Govemmeat had incurred, and resolved to call 
upon the Baauto to refaod nothing more than 
the actual value of the property taken and 
deetroyed. He believed that upon the estimate 
received from Natal ten thouaand head of full 
grown cattle would aufBce to cover thie, and on 
the 26th of Augnat he wrote to Moahosh calling 
upon him to give inatructions for the immediate 
delivery to the officers of the Natal Qovemment 
of that number or en equivalent in aheep at the 
rate of five sheep for each bullock. This letter 
was forwarded from Aliwal North to Thaba 
Bosigo by a special messenger, Hr. William 
Reed. 

Mr. Reed proceeded by way of Bloemfontein, 
where he found the Preaident just leaving for 
the camp, and accompanied him to Thaba 
' Soaigo. At the foot of the mountain he dis- 
played an Engliah flag, upon which Moshesh 
sent down for him, and he at once went np. 
forty or fifty paces from the top the Chief and 
bis son Taekelo met him, when Tsekelo read and 



intnpreted His Excellency's letter. Mr. Beed 
ml tiikea to a cave about fifty yttAa from tia 
snmiiilt of tbe moaDtain, where he lodged tot 
■eveni deya, UBtil Moahesh wm pleased to send 
him Iwck with a Tepiy, oompelUng fahn at the 
ssl&m lime to ftT<»d the Free Stkte catnp aad to 
take a oiranitous path throi^h the Leeuto. The 
letter which he cinied back wbh dated the IStli 
of SeptenibBr. In it Uoeheeh eaid : " The 
cattle stoleo from the Natal tenitorf have been 
reetnrad tc that Govemmeut. I have already 
given myself and whole of my country into the 
lutoda of the Qneen'B Oovemment. Tour 
Exoellency may therefore consider the whole of 
the Basatoland nnder your jariedictiOD, to deal 
vith US, sad the ccmpeseation demanded, accord- 
ing to Yonr Excellency's discretion." 

TheM was certainly a difficulty in dealing 
according to the ideas of Earopeene with a man 
who could dictate euch a letter as this. What 
the Eigli ContmiRBiorKr did was to inform the 
Chief Ibat uatii ihe qnestion o£ makioK good 
the damage caoaed by Bamanela was disposed 
of, he waaprecluded from entertnicing proposals 
for a closer nuion between the British Oovem- 
meut and the Baento. He then directed Mr. 
Bnraetto proceed to ThabaBoeigo and eadeaPOnr 
to induce Moshesh to issue positive instmctiona 
fiir the delivery of the cattle and the puiudi- 
ment of Bamanela. 1 he Natal Qovemmeat waa 
requested to send Commissioneni to meet Mr. 
BnTBet, and to receive any cattle that be might 
BKCceed in obtuning. 

While these officers of the different Oovem< 
mente were making their way towards Thabft 
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Boeigo, the old chief was dictating letters to 
Mr. Shepslone, at one tiine etatiog tlutt his 
<li£Bculty id sending the cattle was the presence 
«£ the Free State iorces, and at another time 
that a drove wae about to leave. 

Mr. Burnet arrived atThaba Boeigo on the' 
2nd of November. Be found the sub-chiefs 
of Soathem BsButotand willing to contribute 
towards making up the number of cattle de. 
manded bj the High ComuiiBsioner, and at bis 
request they collected about three Hiousand 
head. Mnshesh himself gave nothing, and ao 
far was lie fiom being desirous of settling the 
matter that he actually selected the choicest 
cattle contributed by his vaAsale, and reserved 
them for himself. Mr. Burnet persuaded him 
to dictate an order to Uolapo to punish 
Bamanela and to amke up the deficiency of 
the cattle ; but when the Commissioner pro- 
ceeded to Leribe with the order the old chief 
eent to his son count ermaoding it. It was 
quite hopeless to expect anything like fair 
dealing from him, and Mr. Burnet came to the 
conclusion, that the only satisfactory plan would 
be to negotiate directly with Letsie and Molapo. 
These chiefs, like their father, were at this time 
entirely andn the cootrol of seers, diviners, 
and priests. MoUpo was subject to fits of 
insanity, which the missionaries attributed to 
remorse foi having abjured Christianity, hut 
which Mr. Burnet attributed to over indulgence 
in sensuality. They were both urgent to bo 
taken under British protection. Their aims, 
however, were widely different. Molapo 



addreHaei] himself to the Govemmeiit of Natal, 
and made do secret of his denre to be iodepen* 
dent of hia brother. Letaie addressed the High 
CommisaioDer, aod asked for protection in order 
that at his father's death be might remain the 
' head of a tribe that must otherwise break into 
fragments. 

After more than a month's exertioD Mr. 
Bamet belieyed that be had got together 
between four and five thousand head of cattle. 
Messrs. Macfarlane and Ujs, the Natal Commis- 
sioners, had gone to Bloemfontein, and procured 
from the President a safe conduct through Free 
State territory for the drove and one hundred 
Bosuto herdsmen. Mr. Burnet then, having 
done all that he could, returned home and aent a 
full report o£ his proceedings to the High Com- 
missioner. Instead, however, of between four 
and five thousand heed Teaching Natal, only 
2,141 were delivered to Mr. AjliS, the officer 
selected to distribute them, the others having 
been detained bj Moshesh for his own use after 
Mr. Bnmet'B departure. 

From the first the Natal officers were convinced 
that nothing but force would cause the Basuto 
chief to make restitution, and they would long 
since have employed force if the High Gomnus- 
sioner had not restrained them. On the 8th of 
January 1866 Sir Philip Wodehouse ugned a 
document authorizing the Natal Government to 
send an armed expedition into the Lesnto to 
compel payment of the full demand ; but before 
the mail left Cape Town he received a letter 
irom the Lieutenant Governor enclosing a report 



from Mr. Ayliff, in which that officer stated that 
the cattle already received would suffice to cum- 
peneate those ^cn whom stock had been stolea 
to the extent of fifty per ceot, aod leave a few 
oxen over. Immediately on reading this, the High 
CommisnoDer, only too glad to avoid proceeding 
to hostilities, cancelled the permiBeion he had 
given, on the gronod that his demand must 
hsve been excessive. After this date there was 
some farther oorreBpODdence, but nothing more 
was ever paid by the Basuto, dot wus Bamauelft 
ever punished for his raid into Natal, 

At the be^nning of the year 1866 the Free 
Stftte forces in the field were too weak to 
act on the ofiensive, and during the heat of 
midsummer it wae impossible to increase them. 
The BbbuIo took advantage of this opportunity 
to renew their inroads into the border districts. 
On the 8th of January the people of Molitsane 
made a sudden swoop upon the village of 
Winburg. They burned four honaea in the 
outskirts, killed two Enropeaus sod seven 
native herdsmen whom they surprised on the 
commonage, and swept ofE all the cattle belong- 
ing to the place. Only thirty-three buiighers- 
could be mastered to go in puisuit, bat this 
little band overtook the Batauog, shot three of 
them, and recovered all the stock except about 
a hundred horses. 

On the 22Dd of January the village of Beth 
lehem was attacked by three or four thousand 
of Holapo'a warriors. On the commonage they 
captured a burgher and a native servant, and 
murdered both. But there happened to be in 
a 2 
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Bethlehem ai the time » patrol under Comman- 
duit De Vflliers, of whose presence the Bsaato 
were quite ignorant. The Commendant speedily 
mustered 125 burghers ,ftad 150 Batlokoa, and 
with this puny force he drove baek the uuil- 
ante, followed them up for soma milee, and 
shot down more thaa 200 of them. 

The High Commiisioner, seeing no pro- 
babilily of a speedy termination of this 
wretched condition of afEaira, and fearing that 
disorder would increase in the Colony on account 
of it, at this jaDctare (20th January) wrote to 
President Brand, tendering his services for the 
negotiation of an equitable peace. While tlia 
combatants were opposing their full streogth to 
each other he had deemed it noadviaable to 
int«r£ere. In reply to a request of Mosbeah that 
he would come and make peace, be bad tfaea 
written (25th September 1865) that it was 
impracticable at that juDctnre to interposa 
between him and the Free State with propriety, 
or with any prospect of a good reaalt to either 
party. But now to all outward appeaiancei tha 
Bepublic was without an army and utterly help- 
less, while the Baauto seemed to he nothing 
better than a mob of cowards in the field and 
cuttiiroats when a victim could be secured. 

The Hi^ Commiaaioner believed that peace 
could not be paroianent while the Free 
State and the Lesuto were alike independent 
of control. War wculd probably be renewed, 
be wrote, after the lapse of a few years, when 
due of the parties might think iteelf strons 
enough to attempt the destmction of its neigbr 



boor. To prevent this, hs proposed to the Secre- 
tary of StAte for the <JoIoDieB (I3lh Januuy) 
that tiie Baanto, in accordaace with the repeated 
reqneate of the chiefs, Bhould be accepted as 
Brttiah subjects, and that an attempt ahoold be 
made to goveni them for their own good end 
for tjie commoD good of Sooth Africa. 

Hot the ink on these despatches was hardlj 
diy when the aspect of affairs was entirely 
changed. In the beginning of February the 
burghers again took the field in force. On 
this occasion two thousand men mustered under 
anus, and were divided into four distinct columns, 
under Qeneral J. I. J. Fick, and CommandantB 
Cornelis De Villiers, Louis Weesels, and Pieter 
Weasels. Let it be remembered that if the 
same proportiou of the population of the British 
lelauds were placed under arms in a foreign 
country, that army would muster two millions 
»f men, and a good idea can be formed of the 
effort made by the Free State. 

On the 5th of February the Volksraad met- 
The members nnanimouHly placed on record 
their approval of the action of the President in 
declaring war, and carried by a large majority a 
resolution ratifying the annesatjon to the Stata 
of the territory within the linea proclaimed by 
Fick and Wepener and aubsequently by the 
President On the 7th a matter was brought 
forward which more than anything that preceded 
it damaged the Free State cause in the estima- 
tioii of people in Europe. On that day numerous 
petitions were read, praying thnt the French 
missionaries should be expelled from the terri- 
tory recently annexed. 



' There were ten stations in thkt territory, and 
whether the miseion&ries remained or not tiier 
coiUd have no reasonable expectation that Baanto 
communities would be permitted to gather there 
again, if the Europeana could prevent it. A 
powerful nation can afford to be magnaoimous 
with a puny opponent ; but in a life or death 
straggle sach aa this, when the weaker comba- 
tant haa been forced into war and conquers, 
pradeuce demands that every possible advantage 
be taken of the victory. The Free State would 
not have been acting as every nation in the 
world has acted since the dawn of history if it 
had not tried permanently to weaken its enemy 
in the only way in which it could be dune. As 
a measure of safety, the misaion stations on 
territory wrested from the Basuto must therefore 
have been doomed. But thia was not sufficient 
reason for driving the Trench clergymen from 
their homes. 

There was a general impression among 
the burghers that the missionuries acted as 
special pleaders for the Basuto regardless alto- 
gether of the merits or demerits of their case, 
that they gave them advice in military matters, 
that some of them took part in fighting, and 
that in consequence they were more hurtful as 
enemies than the Basnto themselves. 

No impartial person who thoroughly esamines 
the evidencti that their writings afford will be 
able to acquit the missionaries aa a body of being 
special pleaders, though even in this respect 
there were several of them on whom no impu- 
tation can in justice be cast No one with 
ordinary power of discrimination will take 
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misaioD reports to be faithful repTeseiitatioiii of 
tho life or BcdoDB of a people. At best they 
can only represent the life of 8 small Beclion of 
eucb a tribe as the Baeuto as seen from a stand- 
point verf limited iu range of view. Tba 
burghers were nnrBRBOnably incensed when they 
read letters from missionaries and reports in 
mission journal a which pictured the Basuto 
as a very difEerent people from what they 
knew them to he. They made no allow- 
ance for the position of the writers, nor 
regarded it as natural that their sympathy 
should be with the people among whom they 
lived and laboured. A single individual thrown 
among a mass of people of different sentimenta 
naually cornea to adopt ttieir ideas. The action 
of the many minds aSecta the one ineenaibly 
unless the one is posaeesed of unuaual indivi- 
duality. This is particularly observable in the 
lives of miaaionaries in secluded, aitnaUons, who 
have stndied the native laognagea and have 
striven to find out the meanings of quaint native 
expressions and the powers of native thought. 
It ia not surprising that such men become the 
champions of those among whom their lot ia 
cast, that they expatiate upon their virtues and 
fdl to see their vices, — it would rather be sur- 
priung if it were not ao. 

To say that some of the missionaries acted 
injudiciously is ooly aaying that they were 
men. That they gave advice in militaiy 
mattera ia not proved, and aa regards moat 
of them is highly improbable. That the great 
majority of them really committed any overt 
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act hostile to the Free Stste will not b& 
believed or even snapected after t carefnl 
examination of all tbe evideoce, thongb there 
certunly ie strong ground for charging one of 
tliem, tbe Bev. Mr. Daumas, with giving his 
fiock aaaifltance in each a form that ha woald be 
regarded anywhere aa a belligerent. 

The diacuBaion upon the memoriala by the 
Tolkerasd abows the eztreme ignorance of moat 
of the members of public opinion in Europe. 
That the expulsion of the miaaionariea would 
cauae an outcry in England against the Free 
State waa not taken intn canaideration. The 
memheiB even supposed that their statements 
would refute those of the missionaries every- 
where, without the alighteat recognition of the 
fact that hardly a dozen people in all Europe 
would hear their veiaion of the caae, while the 
miaeionarie-B commanded the moat complete 
meana for puhliahing their side of the story 
that the world haa ever known. 

The Freaident apoke earneatly against any 
interference with men who bad been trying 
to enlighten the heathen, but tbe majority of 
tbe Volksraad held with the memorialiata, and a 
resolution waa carried that sa the miiaionariea 
had not con&ned themselves to their calling but 
had taken part in political matters, and as their 
sympathy with the Basnto waa in its operation 
detrimental to the Free State, all those in the 
annexed territory must remove before the Ist of 
March, and those who should deure to remain in 
the Free State must take up their residence at 
Bucb places as the Executive Council should 
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point out Whatever property they could not 
remove was to be respected. They were to be 
obliged to bind themaelvea in writing to have 
no correspondence directly or indirectly with 
•ny one in the Lesuto during the war, to do or 
nBdertake nothiag agtunet the safety or the 
. interests of the Free State, and to eee that 
nothing was so done by their households. 

At the beginning of the war, the French 
Society had twelve principHl HtetioDH, thirteen 
ordained clei^ymen, two medical missionarieB, . 
and two lay asBiatants. There were eighteen 
hundred church members, several thousands bad 
been baptized, and the missionaries believed 
that about one tenth of Moshesh's tribe was 
directiy or indirectly under their influence. 

The missionaries who were expelled from the 
scenes of their former labour were Mr. Daumas 
of Mekuatling, Mr. Coillard, of Leribe, Mr. 
Mabille, ot Morija, Mr. Dyke and Dr. Casalis 
of HermoD, Mr. Oennond, of Thabana Morena, 
Mr. Maeder, of Siloe, Messrs. 8. and E. Holland, 
of Poortje, Mr. Cochet, of Hebron, and Measni. 
£IIenberger and Oossellin, of Betbesda, with 
their families forty-six individuals in all. Mr, 
Keck wsB permitted to remain at Meboleta, 
though within the annexed territory. On 
account of the destruction of the mis. ion build- 
ings, Dr. Lautre and his family were at the 
same time compelled to ab&ndoa the station at 
Thaba Bowgo, so that Uie French Miasion was 
fern time nearly broken up. Most of its members 
retired to Aliwal North. 

A Boman Catholic mission had been estob- 
liahedat Korokoro shortly before the outbreak 



•<Ac 



of the war, but wbs not affected by the resoln- 

tion o£ the Volksraad. The Homan Catholic 
missioaaries iodned were never Huspected by the 
buTghera of interfereace in politicBJ matters, and 
were therefore left unmoleeted. 

On the 2l8t of Pebruary the VotkBraad took 
into cODHideraUon the Higb Commissioner's offer 
to act Bs p mediator, and after a len^y dis- 
cussion, on the 22Dd the following resolution 
was adopted :— 

"The Tulksraad iaatmcts Hie Honour the State 
President to inform His Excellency' tliat the Qovem- 
meet of tbis State has been compelled to wage the 
preseot war tor the maiatenaece of violated r^hta, 
which had been reo^niied and accepted by the 
Treaty of Alinal North ; that the £aad, in the iute- 
rests of religion, moralily, and Bodal progreea, heartily 
deeires the termioation of the vai, and eagerly longs 
foiapeaee nhich aball oSei the goaraateea of pei- 
maaeocy ; that the Boad hae learnt with a feeling of 
gratitude the b^aevolent offer of mediation by His 
Bicellency, bnt entertaing the conviction, t[roanded 
on an experience of many years, that the Baanto will 
not respect the BtipnlatioiiH of any treaty of peaoe, 
' nnless they be forced to the acceptance of sncli a 
tzeaty by the power of our arms, and nntesB they b« 
driven to feel that the Free State la snfGdeatly 
powetfal to cause the Baeato to perform the condi< 
tions of any treaty that may be concladed. and to 
compel them thereto, should need be, by force of 
arms ; that this Qovernment ha* itetermined, and the 
people of the State are willing, to undergo any amoant 
«t sacriflce, and to prosecute the war until such a 
desirable object shall have been attained ; for which 
reaaoDB the Baad considers the present juncture aa 
not favourable for auch a mediation, and feels to be , 
not yet in a position to avail itself of the benevolent 
ofer of His Eioellenoy." 



WhBo the Tolksraad was deliberating tlie 
burghers in the field were not idle. On the 
19th of Febmary Commandaut De Villiere with 
two hundred men defeated two thonaaad of 
Uolapo'e and Bamanela's warriore, killed aist; 
of them, and wounded a groat number. On the 
■21st Mr. F. Senekal, who had been Coniman- 
dant Qeneral in the war of 1858, was killed 
while leading a patrol belonging to this force. 

On tlie 23rd of February the combined com* 
mandOB of Fick and Da ViUiera, cocBieting of 
the Winburg, HarriBmith, and Cronatadt 
'burghers, 546 in number, with 61 natives as 
scouts, left their camp near Leribo with the 
intention of scouring the Drakensberg. They 
spent that night on the bank of the Orange 
Biver where there was no fuel to be bad, with- 
out other shelter than their blankets, tboui^h 
heavy rain was falling with occasional showers 

On the 24th they penetrated further into the 
mountains, the rain still continuing with a 
cold northwest wind. On the 25th, 26th, 
and 27th they scoured the mountains which 
rose in an endless succession of peaks and 
tables around them. They were over nine 
thousand feet above the level of the sea, 
and though the summer was not yet past 
and the heat on the plaina from which 
they had come np was unpleasantly great, they 
were suffering severely from cold. A heavy 
mist filled the ravines, and at night rain fell in 
drizzling showers. Some of the burghers had 
Jiever felt sach cbilling air before, and as tiieir 
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clothing and blankets were all wtt and there 
I DO fuel, thBy were undergoing great diB- 



Tbe 28th vm a dear wum daj. That night 
the; ipeut on the veiy crown of the DrakoDB- 
berg, where on one side the rich giaaaUnds of 
Natal lay at a vast depth beneath them, and on 
the other aide thej could look down on a aea at 
cloud and mist covering the ragged belt of 
desolation which thej had just passed throogb. 
They were above the rain and hail from which 
they had suffered eo much, and on the tnountain 
top they passed the night in excellent spiritli, 
though they were weaiy and the air was cold. 

At four in the morning of the Ist of Marob 
the burghera left their elevated sleeping place, 
and bef oro noon they were agun in the belt 
of rain and hail. On the 2nd while passing 
through a gorge tinder Tbaba Patsoa their 
advance guard wue attacked by about two thon- 
BBnd Basnto, whose chief object was to recover ' 
the droved of cattle which were being driven on 
behind. The Baeuto, however, were speedily 
pnt to flight. In the afternoon the harghers 
reached the camp which they had lefteigbt days 
before, without having lost one of their number 
or having one wounded. They brought in 184 
horses, 2,722 head of horned cattle, and 3,500 
ebeep ; and they had coanted thirty bodies of 
Basuto whom they had killed. 

This expedilioa brought Molapo to treat for 
peace. On the 4th of Maroh two Basnto carry- 
ing a white flag came into General Fick's camp 
with a letter from that chief, in which he asked 
on what terms peace would be granted to him- 
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fletf and to th« whole tribe. General Pick 
replied, referring bim to tbe FreMdent. 
The ineBeeiigeT returned speedily with aooUieT 
letter, ia which MoUpo atated that he wished 
to GOndnde peace for himself independentlj c£ 
fhe remunder of tbe tribe. General Fick then 
offered aa armiBtioe of eight days, to give time 
to communicate witb the President, on condition 
of 150 slaughter oxen being supplied as pro* 
riaion for tbe comoiaiLdo. Tbe chief replied 
asking tor a peraMial conference with tbe Qene- 
ral halfway between the camp and bis strong- 
hold, but when on the morning of tbe 6th tbe 
General with twenty-five burgbars went to the 
appointed place be was t«ld that Molapo's 
captains were unwilling that be should venture 
away from tbe mountain. They requested that 
an officer might be sent to confer witb bim. 
Adjutant A. van den Bosch with only a nativ« 
interpreter then went up into Molapo's retreat, 
which he found to be a natural stronghold so 
well fortified as to be impregnable if held by 
men of courage. Tbe chief agreed to tbe terms 
of tbe armistice, and the Adjutant went back 
to tbe camp, taking witb bim Joel, Molapo's 
second son, as a boetage for the delivery of tha 
cattle and for his father's good conduct. 

The camp of Commandant Louie Weasels was 
at this time at Berea. Molapo had requested 
that he might he permitted to communicate with 
his father, and General Fick agreed to send his 
messengers to the camp at Berea at the same 
time that the despatches were forwarded to 
Bloemfontein. Commandant Wessels conducted 
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ttie meBSengera to the foot of Thabs Bosigo, and 
« few hours tft«rwardB they returned to bis 
camp with Mosheah'a son Sophonia, who asked 
if hie father conid not be inclnded in the armia- 
tice granted bj General Fick to Molapo. The 
GoiDmandant replied that if MosheBh would 
make written propoMla he would take them into 
consideration. Moshesh then wrote that he 
wished to make peace on equal terroa, to which 
he received for anaver that if he desired to 
communicate with the Preaident the Comm&n- 
daot would agree to an armistice on condition 
of being supplied with one hundred alaughter 
cattle. The old chief tried to haggle, by sending 
down a drove of sixty-aii cows and calves, but 
oltimately he complied with the terms proposed. 

Letsie, on being informed of wliat was taking 
place elsewhere, also made overtures, for an 
armistice, which Commandant Fieter Wessels 
granted upon payment of fifty slaaghter oxen. 

There was thus a general suspension of 
hostilities, which was only disturbed by a r^d 
of the Bataung on Winburg commonage on the 
6th of March, when they succeeded in driving 
ofEsome stock, and a second raid by the same 
people in another direction five days later, when 
they were met by aparty of burghers and driven 
back with a Iobb of nineteen killed, 

Tlie Preaident was detained at Bloemfontein 
by buaincBs that conid not be neglected, but 
the truce was prolonged notil he could get 
away. On the 2Iet of March he and the 
unofficial members of the Executive Conncil 
arrived at Commandant Louis Weasels' camp, 
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close to Thaba Bosigo. UoBheeh was commnni- 
cated witli, but aa he decliDed to make peace on 
any other than equal terms, the annistiee with 
him was declared to be at an end. Letsie took 
Dp the BRme poaition aa his father, in conee- 
qnence of which hostilities were resnmed on the 
22nd, when a patrol was sent to scour Mobali'a 
Book and the cattle of the two eoothem com- 
mandos were turned into the cornfields of Letsie 
and Makwai to destroy them. Hebcmiah, how- 
ever, sought an interview with the President, 
stated his intention of ahandoniiig the cause of 
his father and brother, and requested that he 
and bis people shonld be received as Free State 
subjects. His request was acceded to, but his 
following was too small to make his pretended 
defection a matter of any importance. 

Tlitf President and the three membere of 
the Executive Coon oil then proceeded to 
Imparani, where General Fick was encamped- 
By previous arrangement, on the morning of 
the 26th of March Molapo with all his coun- 
cillors and sub-chiefs arriTed at the ford of the 
Caledon close to Imparani, where some tents 
had been pitched for their accommodation. Here, 
immediately afterwards, a conference took 
place, which ended in a treaty between the 
Free State and Molapo. 

Molapo agreed to the annexation to the Free 
State of all the land up to the Putiatsans, and 
promised to remove his people from that pur- 
tioD of it on the north and west of the Caledon; 
He undertook to pay two thousand head of 
large cattle, to abstaia from assisting the other 
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Baauto, and U give one of his sons and one of 
hb aab-cbiefs as hoetagee for his good conduct. 
He agreed to become a vassal of the Free State, 
retaining the district between the Caledon, the 
Pntjatsana, and the Drakensberg, as a Reaerre 
in which to live ; and ho promised to obej any 
orders iaaaed by the President through a Free 
State officer who should he stationed with him. 

A formal treaty to this effect was drawn up 
and signed hy the President and by Molapo, bis 
son JonathaD, and bis councillOTS, and was 
witneaBed by the membera of the Executive 
Coimoil and the four ofGcere of highest rank in 
the Free State camp. It ia known as the Treaty 
of Imparani. Aa aoon as it waa concluded 
Uolapo paid the greater number of the cattle, 
and gave the stipulated hoatagea for hia good 
Gondoct. • 

On the 29th of March a patrol of 16 buighers 
and 160 Batlokna, under command of Mr. 
Bendrik Ooat«waId Drejer, having captured a 
large nnmber of cattle in Witai's Hoek, waa 
retnrmng with the spoil, when it waa attacked 
about twenty miles from Harriamith. Mr. 
Drejer and another burgher were killed, and a 
large portion of the stock waa retaken. Mr. 
Dreyer, who held the ofGce of Cbairiuan of the 
Volkaraad, was a man of considerable attain- 
ments. A South African by birth, he had 
travelled in foreign landa, and spent some years 
in Australia. Hie body waa found pierced with 
twenty-one aseagu stabs. 

About the same time on ezpreaa carrying 
lettera from the Colony to Bloemfontein fell 
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into tlis hands of a partjr of Basuto. It con- 
sisted of three burghers, two hulf-breeds, and 
two Barolong, all of whom were murdered ia 
-cold blood. Their bodiex, Bhockioglj mutilated , 
were found a few days afterwards. 

On the last day of March a meeting of the 
eub-chiefs of Basutolsnd, convened by Moshesh, 
took place at Thaba Bosigo. The defection of 
Molapo, whether geauiae or feigned, weakened 
the Basuto power seriously for the time being. 
The crops, which were now ready for harvest^ 
ing, were being destroyed by the burghers. The 
sub-chiefs were therefore all of opinion thst if 
peace could be made in Back a way that thef 
could preserve their strength unimpaired until 
the crops wore gathered and then be able to 
resume hostilities at pleasure, it would be advis- 
able for Moahesh to conclude it. The QreatChief 
thereupon wrote to the President making over- 
tures for peace, and offering as a basis of 
negotiations to agree to the boundary line pro- 
claimed by Ficfc and Wepener and ratified by 
the Volksraad. The President consented to 
negotiate on this basis, in the vain hope that 
be would be able to plant without any delay 
such a strong body of Europeans upon the land 
thus aoquired that the predominance of the Free 
State would be in future undispated and peace 
for ever bo secured. 

On the 3rd of April a conference took place 
between Thaba Bosigo and the camp of Com- 
mandant Louis Weasels. Moshesh himeelf 
was ill and unable to descend the mountain, 
but he gave full power to hie brother Moperi 



and his boq Nehemlah to act for him. The 
teiBiB ngreed to were, that the fatnra boan- 
dary between the Free 8tat« aad the Lesuto 
ehonid be a line rnnrnDg direct from Bam- 
boesplaata near Pampoenspniit to a point 
(Thaba Telle) three miles eaat of Lelaie's new 
town (Uatsieng), thence a etraight line dae north 
(by compaea) to the Cnledon, thence the Caledoo 
totiie jnnction of the PutJatsaaa, and thence 
the Patiatsana to its sonrce in ttie Drakenaberg ; 
that Mosheeh should cause all his subjects 
immediately to withdraw from the territory 
beyond the new boundary, failing whicit the 
Free State should be at liberty to expel them by 
force ; that Molapo and hia people should ha 
Free State subjecU ; that Moaheah should pay 
tbiee thousand bead of large cattle to the 
Free State ; that MOBheah abould in future 
deliver up refugee criminals on warrants 
from Free State ofGcials ; and that Uoroko 
should be included in the treaty aa a Free 
State ally. 

The above conditions, and a few othen 
of minor importance, having been embodied 
in a formal treaty, the document was 
signed in duplicate by the President aud 
Mosbesh's delegates. It was then seat up 
the mount^n, where it received the mark 
and seal of Moshesh, the signatures of 
Masupba, Sophonia, and several other sons 
of the chief, and the marlc of Poshuli. SuhBe* 
quently it was sent to Letaie, and received hia 
mark. It was also signed by the unofficial 
members of the Executive Council of the Free 



state, by the principal officers in the Free Stat© 
camp, and ty Moroko'a son Tsepinare. 

The buTghera manifested the greateat joy 
vhen peace waa concluded, no one foreeeeing 
that within twelve months it would prove to b6 
the greatest mistake that could be made by the 
Free State. The night following was one of 
festivity in the camp. At nine o'clock in the 
morning of the 4th the President moanted a 
waggon round which the whole commando was 
assembled. Baring his head, he requested the 
burghers to join in thanks to Qod, then he read 
the treaty, after which the whole assembly sang 
the hundredth psalm. And uever in grand cathe- 
dral has the Te Deum been chanted with greater 
aincerity than that psalm of praise to Qod was 
sung under the open vault of heaven when the 
burghers of the Free State believed that peace 
was secured by the Treaty of Thaba Bosigo. 

CHAPTER III. 
A few weeks after the treaty was signed the 
Volksraad met and decided what measures to 
adopt to prevent the peace being broken again. 
. First andforemostitwaaneceasary to strengthen 
the European population. A portion of the terri- 
tory taken from the Basuto would be required 
for native locations, but it was determined to 
dispose of the larger part aa farms to be held 
under condition of personal occupation. The same 
course, in short, was to be followed as had been 
introduced by Sir George Cathoart with marked 
success in the Colonial Divisiona of Queen's Town 
«'h2 
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md Victoria Eaat, and had been adopted by Sir 
Geoi^e Grey wbsn Bettling British EajFraria. 

Next came provision for the control of the 
natives whohad become HnhJBCtB of the Free State. 
On the 23rd of May an OrdioaDce was promal- 
gated for the management of Holapo's clan, 
which has been the model on which our own 
Qovernment, as well as the Free State, has ever 
since legislated for purely native territories. Its 
principal clanaes were to the following effect : 
The district occupied by the clan, honnded by 
theCaledon,thB FutJat8ana,andtheDrakBaBberg^ 
was conatitnted a Native Benerve, in which no 
white man conid settle without special permission 
from the Preaident and the Executive Council, 
and this permiasion could only be given to per- 
BODB whose occupations were defined. No licenaes 
for the sale of spirituous liquors within the 
Keeerve could be granted. A European officer 
with the title of Commandant, but with tlie power 
of a landdrost, wes to be atationed in the Reserve, 
and was to have jarisdiction there. Criminal cases 
involving the penalty of death were to be sub- 
mitted to the Attorney-General of the State for 
inHtmctions. Molapo and his Council were to 
retain jurisdiction in civil canes, bat the parties 
interested were to have a riglit of appeal to the 
Commandant. A hut tax of ten ehillings a year 
was to be paid by all except the principal cap- 
tains. The Dutch Kef ormed Church was tohave 
the right of stationing a missionary with the 
people. The President with the advice of the 
Executive Council was empowered to make regu- 
lations for the guidance of the Commandant. 

The High Ckimmissioner, on. learning the 
conditions of the treaties of Imparani and 
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/Thabi Boaigo, lost an time id writing to the 
Preeident expreasini^ his disapproval of them. 
In hia view, the country left to the BsButo was 
too email. If it had been impoenible to prevent 
tiiem pressing on the farmers before, how would 
it be now that they were rolled back within the 
new boundaries? His Excellency did not con- 
eider that one of the main objects which the 
Free State had in view waa to compel a coo- 
Biderable number of the Basuto to disperse to 
Other locations whicli would be provided for 
them, and so to weiiken the power of Moshesh. 
Further, Sir Philip Wodehouse did not approve 
of the separation of Molapo's clan from the 
rest of the tribe. As this chief was now a Free 
State subject, His Excellency held that the 
Free State was responsible for bis share of the 
cattle still due to Natal, and requested the 
Pre^dent to require him to furnish seven hun< 
dred head. The correspondence on this subject, 
however, had no other result than to deepen the 
impression of the Free State people that all Sir 
Philip Wode house's sympathy was against 
them. 

The treaties were hardly signed when Moshesh 
and Letsie renewed their efforts to obtain British 
protection, in the supposition that if Great Britain 
could be induced to lake them over, the boim- 
daries defined by Sir George Grey and Sir Philip 
Wodehouse would certainly be restored. To 
this effect Letsie wrote to the High Commis- 
sioner on the 11th of May, and when this did 
not succeed, a deputation consisting of Moperi, 
Tsekelo, and some othere of less note, was sent 
by Moshesh to the Lieutenant Uovernor of 
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Natal, wilh the iame object. This mission led 
to a good ded of corretpoodence between the 
Home and Colonial Governments and tlie chiefs, 
but had no resolt. On the 9th of March Mr. 
Cardwell, then t-ecretery o£ State for the Colo- 
niea, had written to Sir Philip Wodehouee that 
"the extenuoD of BHtieh rule in South Africa 
was a matter too serious in its beariogs to be 
entertained by Her Majesty's Qovemment with- 
out soma overruling necessity," and that h« 
was " not prepared to authorize compliance with 
the request of the Baauto Chiefs tlmt their 
country might be taken under the immediate 
authority of the Queen." And on the 25th of 
July, Lord Carnarvon, who succeeded Mr. 
Cardwell, withdrew even the authority granted 
by his predecessor for the appointment of a. 
resident -diplomatic agent with the Itasnio Chief, 
and staled hie view that " conoectioo with the 
tribb should be limited to a friendly mediation, 
such aa conid lead to no closer or entangling 
relationship." 

Letaie, Moperi, and Molitsane then turned to 
the Free State OoTernmeut and espreaaed a 
Strong desire to become iis auhjecta. Long 
afterwarda Leteie stated tliat his sole object in 
doing BO was to gain time, and that lie never 
had any intention of submitting in earnest to 
the republic. The language he used, however, 
was similar to that employed when addressing 
the High Con:miBsioDer with the same object. 
The reply he received was that he must first 
prove himself worthy of becoming a subject, 
and then hia request would be taken into cou- 
eideratioD, but that before anything could be 
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done in that direction tlie cattle due to Natal 
naat be paid, to prevent the High Comniii- 
Bioner holding the State responHible. In the 
meantime he had permiBsion to remain where 
he was nntil hiu crops should be reaped. In 
December Letsie for ihe second time sent hie 
-son Letotbodi to Bloeiiif<int«ia to urge tliat he 
wight be taken over, but to no purpose. 

Motitsane had permiseion to reinaiii on the 
northern aide of the Caledon until a euitable 
location could be found for liiiti. He was 
. informed that if the future owners of the farms 
-chose to allow small parties of his people to 
continue tbeir residence where the; were, the 
Government would not object as long as they 
behaved themselves. They therefore gathered 
tbeir crops, and when the season for sowing 
came round Hgain, put more ground under culti- 
vation than they had ever ''one before. This 
leniency on the part of the Free State, after so 
much experience of the folly of treating people 
like the Bataung with A gentleneKs which they 
could not understand, was afterwards con- 
demned as a mistuke by even the strongei-t 
pBTlizons of the Baeuto. It waa an indirect 
encoDrageinent, they said, to Moshesh's tribe to 
believe that the ground was still theirs. 

Moperi was treated in tl>e same manner. This 
-ohief was recognized by every one I'S tJie least 
UDtrustwortby of all the heads of clans in the 
Lesuto. Hie language was so guarded and hie 
behaviour in presence of Europeans was marked 
by snch propriety that he had the reputation <of 
being the most eenuble and civilized man in his 
tribe. Though a brother of Moshesh, his pon- 
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tioQ was not a fortunate one. His nephews 
regarded him with great jealousy. Hemmed ia 
by Molapo, Masupba, and Molitaaue, the tract 
of land occupied hy hia clan was very amall and 
was constantly being encroached upon. Know- 
ing his circumstaDcea, the Free State would 
have accepted htm ae a subject at once, if it 
had not heen for the High Commissioner's viev 
of respousihility for the cattle due to Natal. 

The event which attracted most attention at 
this time both in South Africa and in Enrope 
was not, however, the condition or the prospects- 
of either of the late belligerents, but the treats 
ment to which the French missionaries had been 
subjected. A great outcry was raised agEUDst 
the Free Slate. The Directors in Paris not only 
wrote, but sent a deputation to the Colonial 
Authorities in London, on the subject. Pens 
were busy all over the Ueited Kingdom describ- 
ing the expulsion of the missionaries ae the 
greatest outrage of modern times. By all th& 
writers the act was termed a suppression of 
mission work and a dsstructioQ of mission 
Stations. There seemed to be but one view of the 
matter, that the request of the Paris Directors 
ought to be complied with, the missionaries be 
permitted to return to their atations, their 
personal losses be made good to them, and their 
converts and all who were desirone of Christian 
instruction be allowed to gather round them 
and profit by their teachings once more. 

A very slight examination of (ho matter will 
show how imprudent it would have been for the 
Free State to have followed such a course. It 
would have been equivalent to giving np all thft 
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fraita o£ victory, for it would have reetored the 
Baauto tribe to the pOBitiou it held before tbe 
war. Every Moeuto in the territory would have 
professed a deaire for Chrietian iastraction, and 
there would hare been no land on which a 
Enropean population could have been located in 
safety. At first sight it seems a pitiless pro- 
ceeding to remove the conquered people of a 
district, but in reality it entails very litde hard- 
ship upon a Bantu clan. They shift ahout from 
place to place with the greatest ease, the trifling 
labour of building new huts being almost the 
only inconvenience to which a change of reei- 
dence subjdOtB them. It was a matter cf 
necessity to the very existence of the Free Stata 
that the people of the mission statioDs in the 
annexed territory should be located somewhere 
else. The stations were broken up, certainly 
not out of antipathy to the propagation of 
Cbristianily, but because the enemies of the 
Free State coald not safely be allowed to 
assemble there. 

The Volksraad deliberated on this matter in 
Dtter nnconcem of the feelings roused against 
them beyond the shores of South Africa. They 
appointed a Commission to take evidence upon 
the conduct of the miseionarieB. When this 
Commission reported that no charges of 
having taken part in hoBtilities could he proved 
agwnst the eipelled clergymen, they decided 
that no compenaation should be made for 
their personal losses, on the ground of the 
enmity displayed in such of iheir letter) 
as had bean made public. The Paris Evangelical 
Society was recognized as owner of the buildings 
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on the eUtions, and in order to give theae 
bulldtnga value, a tract of land fifteen hundred 
morgen in extent, eurronnding each of the 
Btations, was aesigned to tlie Society, which it 
might use as a farm or dispose of at its option, 
the only charge made therefor being a sum of 
£100 on each grant. 

The Society rejected the grants, asaigiiiug ns 
reasons that ita missionaries were not fanners 
and that to dispose of the ground by sale would 
destroy their influence with the people they were 
dcBiroos of teaching. That was saying in other 
words that the Basnto hoped still to recover the 
ground, and that the miaaionaries could not be 
parties to any tranaaction in which the riglit of 
the Free State to it waa recognized. These 
een'iments may be conaidered natural, even 
praiseworthy, by Mission tJocieties ; but where 
is the nation in Europe that would award com- 
penaalion for any losses whatever suffered in 
wai by persona making such admisBions ? Where 
is the belligerent that would hesitate a single 
inatoDt iu expelling from its territoriea, or even 
treating in a much harsher manner, men who 
make such avowals? Let any one read the 
published letters of some of these miaaionaries 
and note how persistently Free State authority 
was ignored and the ceded territory spoken of 
as part of the Leeuto. Let such a one then 
inqaire what would have happened to an ItftliaD 
monk writing similar letters in Alsnce just at the 
close of the Franco German war, repudiating 
and denouncing the German Authorities, or. to a 
Greek priest in Calcutta «t the tjme of the IndiaiL 
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Hatiny, repudiatiag and abneing the British 
"Crown. The cases are identical in priaciple. 

The expulsion of the French missionaries was 
not iaconsistent with the admiaaion by the 
burghers o£ the Free State, as indeed by every 
one ID South Africa who is acquainted with tbem 
and their work, that tbe unfortunate clergymen 
were euraeet, true, and faitliful Miniaters at 
the Qospel, that they led irreprouchahle lives, 
that their zeal and devotion to duty were un- 
boonded, that they exercised the greftteat possi- 
ble hospitality and kindness to strangers, that id 
education and refiT>einent they were not excelled 
by tlie agents of any other Society working in 
South Africa, and that their teaching had been 
blessed with a large amount of success. But 
most of them took the adverse side in national 
questions, and Ihat so nndisguisedly as to render 
themselves liable to the treatment they received. 

Tliree rows of farms adjoining the new 
boundary were offered by the Volksraad to 
occnpiera under military tenure. From the list 
of applicants who sent in their names the most 
suitable were selected, but several delays 
occurred, and it was not until the 15th of 
January 18S7 that this ground was actually 
given out. Before this time a large part of the 
remaining land had been sold by public auction, 
and it was intended that the purchasers should 
take possession of it on the same date. Nine 
months had now ettq)sed since the cessation of 
hostilities, however, and during that period a 
great many Basuto squatters had gone in and 
made large gardens. Due notice of tiie allot* 
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meat of the farms was given to Moehesh, who- 
waB requested to witljdraw his Bubjects in 
■cconJance with the second clnuse of the treaty- 
of Thaba Bosigo. But instead of doing thia he- 
sent strong parties of warriors into the district. 

The Biabop of the English Ch arch in the Free 
State purchaaed one of the farms with a view of' 
establishing a miesion, and then went to see 
Moshesh, who told him candidly that be would 
not allow it. A widow who had received a grant 
of ground went to thH Great Chief to ask if 
it would be safe to occupy it, when be told 
her it would not be. But there is no need of 
evidence as to what Mosheeh's iut«nlJons were,, 
or US to who WHS to blame for what followed, 
MDce on the ISth of March 1867 the old chief 
wrote distinctly to the High Commissioner that 
he did not mean to give up the territory. Qreat 
quantities of grain were stored on Thaba Bosigo,. 
the Kieme, Taodjesberg, and Makwai's moun- 
tain, all of which were strongly fortiflBd^nd 
garrisoned. It was evident to the Europeaiis 
that as soon as they were settled a raid would 
be made upon them, so they hastily retired. 

Tlie President then called out an armed 
burgher force to clear the Basuto from the ceded 
territory, but guve notice to Maahesh that lie- 
need be under no apprehension of an attach, for 
there was no intention of sending the com- 
mandos beyond the boundary. The burgher 
forces were formed into two divisions, under 
Chief Commandants J. 1. J. Fick and J. G. 
Pansegrouw, the first of whom was to conduct 
operations north of the Caledon, and the last 
between the Caledon and the Orange. On the- 
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the ceded territory. 

The cropB were at the time almost fit for 
gathering, and it was an object of the utmost 
importance with the Paauto to preeerre the grain. 
During the previous winter Bome sectioDB of the 
tribe had sufisred greatly from hunger, thoagh 
other Bections were able to etore large quantities 
of food. It is one of the anomalieB of savage 
life that hoepitality, which is unlimited towards 
equals, is not extended towards ioferiors. During 
the winter of 1866 there were chiefs in the 
Iiesuto with abnndance of grain, while at no 
great distance from them common people were 
literally dying of want, and othera were kept 
■live by tiie charity of Sir Philip Wodehouse, 
for whom some of the French misBinnanes 
acted as almoners. What remained of the crop 
of 1866 was now stored in a few moontain 
fastnesses, and upon the crop of 1867 the mass 
of the people were depending. 

The commando under Pick commenced opera- 
tiouB in the neighboarhood of Viervoet, by 
destroying some of the cornfields, and a little 
later Pensegrouw's division began to do the 
same. In several places parties of burghers 
met with resistance, but no pitched battle took 
place. A few sconces in mountains were taken 
by storm, and on one of these occasions two 
Bushmen who had fired poisoned arrows upon 
the burghers and who were made prisoners were 
afterwards shot by some miscreant in cold blood. 
Thereupon several memberB of the commando 
demanded an investigation and the punishment 
of the assassin, but the general feeling of exaa- 
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perstioD against the Bushmen wu so stroDg 
that tbe evidence obtainable merely served to 
prove that the officers had given no orden for 
the perpetration of the crime. 

The details of the BkirmiBhiiig,'diBarming of 
Itttte bands of Baauto, deetrnction of aconcea,. 
and catling down maize and millet, would be 
neiUier iotoreeting nor inatructive. The only 
event that calls for epecial remark bas been 
narrated. Tlie one object of the Basnto chiefs 
waa to save the crops in the coded territory. To 
gain that, their plan was not to take the Seld, 
bnt to profeBB tbe moat abject submiesion, and 
to entreat to be taken over as subjects and given 
ground on which to live. On the 8th of May 
the Tolksraad met, and on tbe 10th in mistaken 
pity yielded. The suppliants were informed 
that they could make arrangements to gather 
the crops with tbe purchasers of the ground, and 
a few days later they were received as subjects, 
and the commandos were witbdrawu. 

Letaie was the first to be taken over. The 
great difficulty in hie c»se before had been the 
Natal debt, and to get over this he informed the 
Volksraad that the Natal Government had con- 
sented to give him credit for seven years. When 
making this statement he knew that the false- 
hood must be detected in a few weeks, but in 
those few weeks ho could complete the storing 
of his com, and to be convicted of an untruth 
had no terror for him. He was not required to 
move. The district in which he bad always lived 
was assigned to him ae a location, and he was 
thus left with nothing but a nominal line between 
his people and tbe other Baauto. Tbe regulations 
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provided for Molapo'a clan were macle applioablo 
to him. There were special claoses in Uie doea- 
ment which he signed when he became a Free 
State snbject, making him reaponeible for any 
■hare of the Natal debt which ahonld be claimed 
from hiiD, With Letsie were received a great 
number of petty chiefs, who professed to be his 
vassals, the most importaat of whom were 
Poshuli and Makwai. The Uet named was then 
residing on a strongly fortified mountain, but 
Leteie engaged that he should remove from it 
within a month. 

The arraogements for the est&blisbmeDt of 
this new Native Reserve were completed on tiie 
22Dd of May. The only guarantee of good faith 
which the Qovemment of the Free State 
demanded was that Letsie should send one o£ 
his sons and one of his councillors to Bloem- 
fontein, to remain there as hostages, and this he 
undertook to comply with, ^parently most 
cordially. But the hostages sent were in reality 
men of no rank, and when the object of their 
chief had been attained, one night they qnietly 
decamped from Bloemfontein. 

On the Ist of Jnne Koperi was received in 
the same manner. A tract of land in Witsi's 
Boek was selected as a location for him, with 
the object of separating his clan from the other 
Besuto. He was informed that he must move 
as soon as his crops were harvested, with which 
iDtimation he expressed faimeeif satisfied. 

"With regard to Molitsane, the Volksraad 
empowered the President to purchase a block of 
farms iu the District of Eroonstad, and to locate 
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clan into open gronnd where it would have leae 
power to do miBcbief, 

On learning that these clanshad been received 
■s scbjecta of the Free State, the High Com- 
misraooer at once iuformed the PreBident that 
in bis opinion the repablic had aleo accepted 
their liabilities. He obserred further that 
*' tbeae large acquisitions of territory and popn- 
latinn tended to prodnce auch important changea 
ID the political position of the several powers in 
this part of Africa as would fully warrant ■ 
claim on the part of the British Government, 
shonld neceBiity arise, of a right to recoDBider 
the bearingB of the Convention entered into 
with the Orange Free State on tjie 23rd of 
February 1854." Wheo this letter was made 
public many Boers expressed the belief that 
they had a mors relentless opponent even than 
old Uoshesh ? When territory was annexed, 
the Qigh Commiseioner expressed an opinion 
that too much land was taken from the Basuto ; 
when that was met by the adoption as subjects 
of the gieater number of the people who had 
been living on the annexed ground anil by the 
provisioD of localions elsewhere fur them, he 
Btill showed no satisfsclion. Did he then desire, 
.they asked of each other, that the Basnto power, 
which had given Great Britain as well as their 
republic so much trouble, should remain intact, 
and they for ever be eTposed to its violence ? 

The crops were harvested and stored in 
caverns in the mountains, and then the tone of 
the lale suppliants underwent a sudden change. 
Hoshesh denied ell knowledge of the cession of 
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land bj the treatyof Thaba Bosigo, and pnbliclr 
ftnnoniiced tbat be wonld Dot allow any Enro- 
peBDB to settle in it. The Basnto there were 
inatructed not to move, and were informed that 
if thej were attacked help would be aent to them. 
Maaupba with an armed band commenced to 
plunder far and near. Letsie refused to receive 
the Commandant appointed to reside with him, 
or to remove Makwai as he had promiaed. All 
disgaiae was cast aside, and Mosheah's tribe 
was seen to be in perfect readiness for war. 

In the middle of June an English itinerant 
trader named Bush was plundered of all hia 
goods and then mnrdered, close to Mekuatling 
and oonaequently on Free State soil, by a 
grandson of Molltaane. Buah was one of the 
renegades who as^t«d Hoshesh during the 
war of 1865, but he had since returned to 
civihzed ha^bits, and the Bataung looked upon 
him now as a traitor to them. On this acuount 
he had been etrongljr advised not to place him- 
self agiuQ in their power, but with foolbardinesa 
he had rushed on his fate. The murderer fled 
to Moshesh. The President wrote on the 26th 
of Jnne demanding his extradition under the 
sixth clause of the treatj, and received an 
answer, dated the dth of July, which was to all 
int«Dte and purposes a declaration of war. In 
the moat impudent, untruthful, and irritating 
language, Moshesh asserted that be had ceded 
no territory, that the district in which Bush was 
murdered was still part of the Lesuto, and that 
white men bod no right to live there without 
lus pennisrion. "Let the Boers know," be 
added, "that they must remain where they aro» 
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keep up peace." This letter, which was in the 
Eoglish language, bore thengnatare and seal of 
Hosheah, aod purported to have heeo written 
by Nehemiah, bot there are clear indicationB of 
the presence of a European when it wae drafted. 

Before this letter was received, nn the 12th 
of July tidinga reached BloemfoDteia that a 
band of about two handred Bataung under the 
sons of Molitsaoe had appeared on the farm of 
a young man named Jacobua Kryna'iw, in the 
ceded territory, and had murdered the owoer of 
the place in cold blood. A facmer named 
Abraham van der Wait, with his wife and three 
children, happened to be on a visit at Kryaauw's 
at the time. Van der Walt waa very severely 
wounded, but he managed to kill two of his 
assailanta and disabled several others. He 
actually drove the whole paok of murderers off, 
and with his family escaped to Thaha Nchu, 
where Moroko did all that he could for him, 
and as soon as poBsible sent him on to Bloem- 
fontein. 

It was now clear ta every one that another 
terrible struggle was nnavoidable. On the 16th 
of July 1867 the President called the burghers 
to arms to clear the ceded territory and compel 
Uoshesh to observe the treaty of Thaba Bosigo. 
Martial law was proclaimed throughout the 
State from the 19th, and during its continaance 
the civil courts were to be closed. The Volks- 
raad was summoned to meet in extraordinary 
session on the 8th of August, 

Of all the chiefs subject to Moshesh the only 
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one whoM conduct was not openly hostile was 
Uoperi. He had not yet moved to WitaTs 
Hook. On the 9th of August the Volksnud 
gave him tirentj-fouT houra notice that if he 
did not leave with his clan before the expiration 
of that time, the agreement with liim would be 
cancelled. He had been to inspect the ground, 
and had been agreeablj surprised to find that 
the location offered bim was larger and in ererjr 
respect better than the one he was reqnired to 
vacate. In Witsi's Hoek too be woald be free 
of jealous neighbours. He therefore moved, as 
required, and took no part in the events that 
followed. A Commandant was appointed to 
live with bim, and this officer bad no reaeoa to 
complain of his subsequent conduct. There to 
the present day the clan of Moperi livee, subject 
to Free State rule, and as prosperoas and satiB- 
fied as Hoy body of natives in South Africa. 

The bn^bers responded to the President's call 
with a sense of duty equal to that displayed in 
1865. Government and citizena alike resolved 
to spare no sacrifice to place the repoblio in a 
positioD of safety. From all the dietricts the 
&rmers came matching under their respective 
Commandants, and on the 5tb of August two 
strong brigades entered the disturbed territory. 
The northern brigade was nnder Chief Comman- 
dant O. J. Joubert, the southern under Chief 
Commandant J. O. Pansegrouw. 

Tbe tactics adopted by the Basoto ou this 
occasion were toavoidencounteringthebDrghers 
in tbe open field, to pretend to hold the hills 
but to run away as soon as pressed, and really to 
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defeDd to the beat of tiieir abtlitj the stroDgly 
fortified mountaiDs in which their com was 
stored. Tlie Free State forces were thoe 
euployed for the first six weeks in marching 
abont, secnriDg a few cattle here and there, end 
drirmglheir opponenta from ranges of hills 
only to find the same places ocoapiad b^ the 
same people a few days later. This kind of work 
was weaHeome and haraaaiag, and bssides it had 
no result A £ew Basuto were shot, bat tbe 
streD^b of tbe enemy could not be diminished 
in this way. 

On tbe 25tli of September, however, Makwu's 
Mountain, one of the great natar^^^flSBIiBw' of 
the country, w&a taken by Chief Gommaodant 
PansegTOUw's division. A cemp had been 
formed in its neigbbonrhood, from which during 
the Dtght of the 21th three partiea set out. 
The first of these parties consisted of aizty 
EoiopeaD volunteers and one hundred Fingos 
under Commandant Ward. It inarched 
to the east end of the mountain. The second, 
consisting of two hundred burghers noder Oom- 
mandaut Jooste, marched to the north side. And 
the third, two hundred burghers under the Chief 
Commandant himself, marched to tbe soath 
aide. 

Under the darkness of night Ward's party 
crept unmolested up tbe steep slope, and at d<iy~ 
break found itself on an extensile tableland 
with enormous masses of broken rock forming 
the background. The garrison was taken by 
eniprise, the first intimation of Uie attack which 
tliey received being a volley of bulleta. Boma 
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dttle were discovered here, and the Fiogoe at 
ODce commenced dririag them down. Thi» 
gave the Baauto an opportonitj' to rally, and 
they came on in such force that the voluoteerit 
were obliged to fall back and, after a brief stand, 
to retire from the moantuin. 

While the attention of the Baauto was directed 
to this quarter, Commandant Jooate's men were 
scaling the northern eide. Happily they reached 
without accident the enmmit of what may be 
termed the peiiestal, bnt before them weregreat 
rocka fortified wiili numerous scoocea. These 
they took by storm, one after another. While 
so engaged, they were strengthened by one 
hundred men from the Chief Commandant's 
party, who had crept up in the oppoute direction. 
Upon seeing these the Basato lost all heart and 
fled, leaving the Free State forces in full possas- 
rion of the mountain. Large stores of wheat 
And millet, besides 350 homed cattle, over 6,000 
sheep, and 68 horses fell into the hands of the 
conqnerors. At least sixty-seven Basnto were 
killed. This stionghold was not taken without 
a considerable number of the captora being 
wonnded, but only one life was lost. 

After the loss of his stronghold Makwai gave 
np the contest, and with his clan moved over 
the Drakensherg into Nomansland. Lebenya's 
clan had already gone there from the Witts* 
bergen Beserve, where they had taken refug« 
after Vechtkop was stormed in 1865. Hakwai 
made peace with Adam Eok, and in nonunal 
Tasaalage to him settled down in the district 
which DOW forms the magistracy of Matatiele. 
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Iiebenya settled on the land between the 
Eenighft and Tina rivers, which is now included 

in the magirtracy of Monnt Fletcher. From 
this date thej took no farther part in hostilities 
against the Free State, and a very few words 
will suffice to close acqaaintanceehip with them. 
In March 1869 Sir Phihp Wodehouse visited 
Nomansland, and confirmed them in possession 
of the ground on which they were residing. In 
1873 Lebenya and his people at their argent 
request were admitted as British subjects, and 
in the following year Makwai was also taken 
over. In 1860 tiia whole of Makwai's clsn and 
port of Lebenya's went into rebellion, and were 
driven by the Colonial forces from Matatiele 
and Mount Fletcher back into the Lesuto.^ 

The capture of Makwai's Mountain in all pro- 
bability kept Molapo from joioiog his father 
agoinsttheFree State. CommaDdant Frans Holm, 
who was etatJoned with him, reported that he 
was closely watching the course of events, and 
if the BasQto had been successful at first, he 
would certainly have cast in his lot with them 
again. Now, however, be professed to be sitting 
still, and to be intent only on cultivating his 
gardens and taking care of his cattle. 

Another effect which the capture of this 
stronghold had was to dishearten a large number 
of stragglers, people who were refugees from 
distant parts of the country and who were not 
by descent attached to any of the fighting chiefs. 
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These people now Bwarmed into the Wittebergen 
Reserve, where they were under Britieh protec- 
tioti. The Free State armies had thus fewer 
foes to contend with. 

A garrison was placed on the stronghold to 
prevent its heing occupied again, and the com- 
mando then resumed the occupation of patrol- 
ling the couDtcy. The Basuto on their part 
adhered to their former tactics. Letsie with a 
flfrong garrison was on tlie Kiame, a mountain 
second only in strength to Thaba Bosigo. 
PoBhuli in like manner was holding Tandjesberg. 
Masupha and Molitaane were watching for an 
opportunity to fill upon any defenceless house- 
holds on the border, and kept Chief Comman- 
dant Joubert fully employed in marching from 
one place to another and then back again. In 
anticipation that by these means the Free State 
forces would soon be worn out, the Basuto 
were placing a very large part of the ceded 
territory nnder cultivation. A commando would 
hardly leave a valley before swarms of men 
and women, iesning from the mountains, 
were engaged in hoeing the ground and 
planting maize and millet. To prevent this a 
force five times as great as that the Free State 
could put into the field would have been 
required. Sentinels on eveiy hill gave notice of 
the approach of the burghers, who soon found 
that Uieironly chance of meeting the enemy was 
by quick and stealthy night marches. 

In this condition of warfare it sometimes 
happened that women and children lost their 
lives, and for this the Free State forces have 
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been Hevarely blamed. But ao oae has as yet 
devised a plan by which hostilities with a people 
like the Bsauto caa be cairied on without such 
caaaaltiea. Even in the scoDcea and fortified 
caves, men, women, and children were mixed 
together. Such places could not be attacked 
without peril to thoee who in civilieed oountrieB 
are regarded as noil' combatants, and Bnrely it 
would be absnrd to say that they should have 
been passed by because there were women and 
diildreD in them. 

A man who did much to misrepresent matten 
in Europe, as well as to encourage the Basuto to 
punue a line of conduct that tended directly to 
rain, must now be introduced to the reader. His 
name was David Dale Buchanan. Since February 
1846 ^e had been editor of the Nalal Witruu, 
and u be was an Advocate of the Supreme Court 
of that Colony, had once been a Member of the 
Legislative Council, and even acted for a short 
period ae Attorney- General, his statements were 
received abroad with coDBiderable attrition. In 
South Africa his influence was limited to a very 
small and constantly changing circle, owing 
to bi" intense Tanity and fractiousaess, Mr. 
Buch nan seema to have considered that ftn 
oppoi •noity to distinguisb himself was afforded 
by the strife between the Free State and the 
Basuto. In February 1867 he annoimc«d his 
intention of becoming the champion of the 
Basuto, by writing to the Colonial Secretary of 
Natal inquiring " if the Goverument would con- 
sider the importation of arms and ammnoitieo 
and the introduction of a few experienced 
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s with any treaty." From 
ttiat date he became the legal adriset of the 
Basuto chiefe, and look bd active part in the 
negotiatioDS between them and the Authorities 
of Natal. 

White the desultory warfare which hae been 
described was being carried on, eveata were lead- 
ing towards an iutervenlion by Sir Philip 
Wodehouse in the raost decieive manner. The 
various OTertarea which had been made by 
Hosheah from time to time to be taken under 
British protection had been prodoctive of no 
reanlt, but be still persevered in his efforts. Is 
Angnst 1 867 Makotoko, the old chief's nephew 
and con£deDttaI messenger, was sent by 
Mosheah and Letsie to Natal to orge " that 
they and their people and their coaatry might 
be received by and be made to belong to 
Her Majesty the Queen of England, nod be 
attached to the Colony of Natal ; to occupy the 
game position wiUi regard to the Qovernment of 
Natal, and to pay the same taxes as the native 
chiefs and tribes already living in Natal, and to 
be presided over by a magistrate or other officer 
appointed by the Government of Natal to live 
for that pmpose in fiosutoland." If this should 
not bo oonceded, Makotoko was to ask that the 
British Government Hhonld "not supply arraa and 
ammnnition to one side and withhold them from 
the other, but let both hare an equal chance, 
and if the Basuto must perish, let them perish 
dafending themselves with means to procorQ 
which they should be allowed the same f scititieB 
as their enemies from a neutral source." 
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Language like this ia apt to mialead people 
at a distaDce, aud to create sympatliy in those 
who know nothing of the circumBtanceB under 
which it ia aaed. It would be appropriate in 
the mouth of a chief defending the heredituy 
poBseaaioDB of hioiaelf aud his tribe agaioHt 
unprovoked a^reesioa. But it came with bad 
grace from Mosheeh and Letsie, whose want of 
honesty was the cauae of all the trouble, and 
who could have secured peace at any time by 
simply fulfilling their engagements. 

Sir Philip Wodebonse, to whom this matter 
was referred, had for a long time advocated the 
adoption of the Basuto as British subjects, and 
he now wrote again (17th September 1867) to 
the Home Govemmeut to thatefEect, but recom- 
mending that they should be placed under the 
control of the Governor of the Cape or High 
Coramissioaer rather than under that of the 
Natal Government. The Duke of Bu<;kiogbam 
and Chandoe had recently succeeded Lord 
Carnarvon as Secretary of Slate for the Colonies. 
On the 9lii of December he replied to Sir Philip 
WodBhonae in the following terms : — 

" H«r Majeaty'a Gtoverament have had nadei theii 
careful coDritUratian Uie repeated offers made by the 
Chi«f Uosheah that he and hia people, with tbeic terri- 
tory, ahodld be received nader the aathoiic; of the 
Qneeo. • • • Her Majesty's Govemment consider 
ijiat the reeidence of a Britisb agent with Uosheah 
would not accomplish a pmnaQent settlement of the 
difficoltiea wtiioh have to be met, while it might embar- 
rau onr relatione with independent native tribes aud 
the Free States; and they have therefore come to the 
conclusion that the peace and welfare of Her Majesty's 
powessions in Soath Africa would be best promoted by 
accepting the oveiturei made by that Chief. 



"If HerUajeatf'BGrOTemmeiiliiadmecalj'GiitertaiaGd 
Oie qneiUon ot a cloeai sUiaace witli tlie Buato b; the 
sppoinbnent of k Britiah >g«nl, or by some other 
neaiiB not mmlviBg sorereisc riglita, it would bsve 
been Tight that the tribe should contiaae to be nnder 
the ooD^d of the GovamoT of the Cape Colony in his 
capacity of High CnmmiBsionat ; bnt m their T«cagili- 
tion M British ■□bjects, and the incorporation of theit 
territory, are now the matters nnder coneideration, Her 
Mejeity'i GoTemmeDt have to decide in what manner 
theee important meaaares can be beet carried into effect, 
and they feel no donbt that the beat and most obvione 
arrangement wonld be the annexation of Buntoland to 
tie Colony ot Natal. * • • 

"Aasnming therefore that the Legislatare ot Natal, 
MHei Majeety'a GkiTemmenthaTereaeon to anticipate, 
will readily aoqnlesce in inch a measure, they anthoriM 
yon, whtmerer a fitting oppoctanit; may oocnr, to 
traat with the Ohief Uotheah for Uie reci^nition of 
himself. and ot his tribe aa British eabjecCa, and (or the 
inootporation of their territory with Katal oa the 
general condiliona stated. 

" It ia not impiobable that the Orange Free State 
wonld be glad to eee a new order of things eatablisbed 
which wonld give them freedom from the depredations 
.of the Basnto ; and while leaving to yonr discretioa 
the time and manner of accomplishing this meunre, 
and the terns in which yon will commnnicate with tbt 
free Slate on the subject, Her Majesty's Ooremment 
wonld only impress upon yon the importance of inclnd- 
inga settlement ot the boaDdaiies between the Free 
Stale and Baantoland as an integral psrt ot thearrange- 

&B eoon as the above deBpatcli cnine to hand, 
the High CommiBBioner communicated wiUi 
President Brand and Moahesh (13th January 
1668), informing them of the power placed in 
his hands, and annonncing that he intended to 
make use of it. To each he recommended a 
Buspension of hostilitiee, and stated that he 
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would Tint tb« Leinto about the end of Harch 
or beginniDg of April to make the neceisary 
ftmngemeatt. 

The Mply ofMo^eshwasfolloftlunkstuid pro~ 
tasUtSom of loyal tf. The President, in his answei 
(dated3lBtJaDaary 1868), after recapitulatbig the 
«venta that led to the war, informed the HighOom- 
miaaioner that he thought " it would be unsafe 
to sn*pend hostilities againet the Basuto st the 
moment thatthe object of the war was Dearly 
accompliahed, and when the arms of the republic- 
were, under Qod's blessing, every where success* 
fnl, trusting merely to the good faith and til* 
inclination and power of Mosheah to make his 
people-comply with the tresty of ThabaBosigO." 
He had therefore written to Moshesh that the 
WOT would be prosecuted with vigoar until the- 
morderere of Bush and Krynauw ware ddiverod 
to the Free State and the annexed territoiy 
cleared of the Basuto. As the second article of 
the Convention of the 23rd of February 1854 
stated that Her Majesty's Government had no- 
wish or intootion to enter thereafter into any 
treaties to the north of the Orange River which 
might be injurious or prejudicial to the interest* 
of the Free State, the commanication that 
Moshesh and his tribe were in all probability 
about to become subjects of the British Crown 
had taken him quite by surprise. He regretted 
that he conld not coincide in His Excellency's 
opinion that the course proposed would tend to- 
tbe future general peace of South Africa. And 
as tho interest and welfare of the Free Stale 
would be so aeriously affected by it, he had coo 



viB^ thti Volkeraad lo meet in extraordiaary 
■Mrion OD the 21at of March. 

The Praaideat'a atatement oE the recent 
■noccBsea of the Fra« State amiB was correct, 
^e norUiem commaado had succeeded in 
depriving the enemy of a large qaantity 
of gnia and a conaiderable number of 
catUCi it had burnt several towna and destroyed 
extanaive fortifications at Flatberg, the Berea, 
JCpnuiaberg, and other places. The southern 
commando had met with like succesa in the dia- 
tricta along the Orange ICiver and aboot the 
K«Mbeigen. And, more than all this, on the 
SSth of January, only three days before the 
letter was written, Tandjesberg bad been taken 
by atorm by Chief Commandant Pansegrouw. 

This stronghold was attacked in the same 
manner as Makwai's mountain. Commandant 
Tan der Merwe with tlie Faureamith burghera 
was aeot to make a feint at the north-eastern 
point while Commandant Jooate with a strong 
detachment crept up the aonth-weatem extre- 
mity. An hour before daybreak Van der Merwe, 
under a heavy fire of cannon, ]|retended to atorm 
tlie mountaio, his burghers keeping up a con- 
tinual discharge of riflea, but not exposing thero- 
aelves unneceaaarily. The ruse succeeded. 
Foehuli's men were drawn towards the threatened 
point, and Jooste seized the opportunity to climb 
np to the top of the great mound. The rocks 
there were full of acouces, the firat of which 
was in poaaeaeion of the burghera before tha 
enemy was aware of what was takiag place. 
I!ven then the position of Poshuli's men 
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.woald have been impregnable if they had 
Dot lost heart. Id lome places the burghers 
had to Ecale steep rocks to attack the iicoDce^, 
bat in their enthueiasin they snnnonDted 
every obstacle, and early in the morning they 
were in fnll pOHBeBsion of the stroDghold, 
from which the Basuto had fled id a paDio. 
Thongh only six buighers were wonnded, 
the conquerors coanted one bacdred and twenty- 
inx dead bodies of their enemies. How many 
more of the Basuto were hilled and how many 
were wounded cannot be stated with accuracy, 
but the number of the latter was very considei- 
able. The movable spoil consisted of 106 horses. 
140 head of horned cattle, 1,070 sheep, and a 
very large qoantity of grain. 

Among those who fell at Tandjesberg was the 
commander of the garrison, Moshesh's brother 
Poshuli, the most renowned robber captain in 
South Africa. He waa wounded in the leg, and 
was endeavooring to get away with the assistance 
of one of his eons and two or three of his 
conncillors, when he found himself exposed to 
a fire of musketry from the front. I'o lighten 
himself he unbuckled his ammunitJoo ponoh and 
gave it with his riflo to his son. The party then 
tried to escape into a gorge leading down tha 
mountain, but they had only proceeded a few 
yards when a ball entered between Poshali's 
abonldera and passed through his chest, killing 
him instantly. His soo and councillors managed 
to conceal the body in a cavo until nightfall, 
when they carried it away for burial. In the 
engagement one of the inferior half brothers of 
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Moshesli rIso fell, and two of Poehnli'a sons 
were wonnd'ecl. 

The loss of Taadjeebe:^ was considered by 
the Baeuto the severest blow they had received 
siace the formation of the tribe by MoBheeb. 
From its fill the cry of the old chief to the 
High Commissioner was eBrneat and unceasing, 
to come quickly or it would be too late. The 
burghers were in a corresponding degree in- 
Bpirit«d. The young com was now so far grown 
that it could be easily destroyed, and they were 
doing their utmost to cut it down. Their hope 
was strong that with a little fartlier exertion 
Moshesh's power would certainly be broken, 
and the tribe which had bo long menaced their 
very eiistence be acattered in fragments too 
weak to be dangerous. 

Kr Philip Wodebouae, on finding thtttPresideat 
Brand's Oovemment did not cease hostititieB, 
issued directions that no ammunition sliould be 
permitted to be removed from any of the 
Colonial ports to the Free State without his 
authority. But while acting in ttiis decided 
manner, hie lajignage to the President was more 
friendly and oonciliatory than it had ever been 
before. He pointed out that " if a fair under- 
standing could bo arrived at, the British anthori- 
tjes would be boond to mwntain a duo control 
over their own subjects, and the people of the 
Free State would thus be left to enjoy in peace, 
and without any extraordinary effort on their 
part, the lands Uiey had hitherto held on Buch 
unprofitable terme." He was seeking, he said, 
the welfare of the Free State quite as much as 
that of the Basnto. He conldnot forget that its 



people were all but a few yean before, as mftny 
of tbem still were, Britieh subjects ; that they 
were the near kiasmeD of the people of the Capu 
Colony ; and that any misfortuoes that befell 
them mnst to a great ext«nt be shared by the 
colonists. He therefore still allowed himself to 
hope that he might gain the assent of the Free 
Stale Oovemment to his proposals, and that by 
consentiog to enspend hostilitieH with a view to 
negotjation, that Government would prevent 
farther nDneceBsary sacrifice of human life. 

On the 22nd of Fehmary another great snccesa 
was achieved by Chief Commandant Panee- 
grouw's brigade. Before daylight that morning 
the same tactics that had been successful at 
Makwai's mountain and Tandjeaberg were 
employed against the Rieme, the stronghold o£ 
Iieteie. Pansegrouw himself with one hundred 
bu]%bers made the feint on this occasion. 
Letsie was at tlie tjme on a visit to Tbaba Bosigo, 
and Lerothodi, his eldest eon, was in command 
of the garrison. The Baauto collected to resist 
the supposed attack, when Commaadant Jooste 
with four handred and eighty burghers and 
^ghty European volunteere scaled the ntountain 
in another direction. Most of the sconces were 
taken, but several of the strongest were left 
unattacked, as they were so situated that to 
storm them would have cost a gn^eat loss of life, 
without any advantage. The Bosnto in them 
were practically shut up, and in course of timo 
must either have made tbeir escape or surren- 
dered. One burgher was wounded, aad some 
thirty Basuto were killed. The apoil taken con- 
sisted of 720 horses, 7,fi36 head of horned cattle. 



14,400 eheep, one caoDon, and a quantity of 
graio. 

For aome time now the Baeato had only been 
kept together by the encouragement given by 
&T Philip Wodehouee, who was anxious to 
prevent them from crowding into the Colony in 
a state of destitution. When intrilligence of the 
capture of the Kieme reached Cape Towe, the 
High Commieeioner recognized that if ttie tribe 
was to be preserved intact no time mnet be lost 
in placing it under Britieb protection. Accord- 
ingly Sir Walter Cnrrie, Gommaadant of the 
Frontier Armed and Mounted Police, wae 
directed to maaa as many 'of his men as passible 
on the border, and as soon as that could be done 
a proclamation was issued by Sir Philip Wode- 
house ; 

" Wheraai, with a vlewto tbs reetoratioa of p«aae 
and the fntnie mainteaaDce of traaqoiUitj and good 
govsraineiitoatlia North-ctutain Bolder of the Colon/ 
of the Cape ot Good Hopi, Her Majesty the Quern 
hu been gricioualj pleoaed to oompl; with the leqaeet 
made by Hosheih, the Faramoont Chief, and other 
Headmea ol the tribe et the Baaato, that the said 
tribe aaj he admitted into the allegiance of Her 
Majestr ; and whereas Her Usjesty has been further 
yleaaed to aathorize me to take the aecessary etepa for 
giving effect to her pleamre in the matter : 

" Now, therefore, I do hereby proclaim and declare 
that from and after the pubhcatlon hereof the laid 
tribe ot the Bainto ahall be, and shall be taken to be. 
tor all iotenta and pnrpoMB, British aabjecCa ; and the 
territory ol the aaid tribe shall be, and ehall be taken 
to be, Britieh territory. And I hereby require all Her 
Uajeaty'i inbjects in Boalh Africa m take notice of 
this mj proclamation accoidingly." 
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CHAPTER IV. 

The ProclamatioQ by wbich the Baauto 
became Britieh aabjecte and tbeir oouDtry 
British territory was dated on tbe 12th of March 
1866, and wae published od the following duy. 
It was received by the majority of EoropeeaB 
in South Africa with great disfavour, for there 
was almost nnivereal sympathy wilh the Free 
State. Maay even regarded the interference of 
the High CommisBioner ae a wrong, which 
sooner or later would surely be followed by 
retribution. There could be no permanent 
peace, it was aaeerted, until the Basuto tribe 
was Todnced to subniiesion. If ever there was 
a war in which all the juslice lay on one side, 
it was certainly this one. The little Free State, 
whose total white population was only thirty- 
aeren thousand souls, bad nearly succeeded in 
doing that which Great Britain herself bad 
failed to accomplish, and just wb^n victory was 
certain its fruits were snatched awa by the 
hand that ought to have been moat friendly 
Language eucb as this was not confined to 
Putch speaking people : many colonists of 
English descent expressed themselves with 
equal feeling on the subject 

On the other hand a small section of the 
community, confined almost exclusively to men 
engaged in commerce, mainlained that this act 
of Sir Philip Wodebouse was necessary in the 
genera! intereBts of the country and was by no 
means an nnfrieodly one towards tbe Free State. 
It was pointed out that Thaba Bosigo was not 



yet taken, and it was argued that the Bnsato 
tribe, efeDtfconqaerediConld not be kept in con- 
trol by its ezhaDsted opponent. SutisticH were 
brong^t forward to show how exbauated that 
opponent mnet be. The otdinarj' revenne of the 
State was only £56,000 per annum, its ordinary 
expenditure was £55,000, and its public debt waa 
£105,000. The peoplewere soimpoveriBhed by 
the war that further taxation waa impoeeible. 
There were no means of raiaisg a loan, for there 
was nothing to pledge aa aecurity of payment. 
The whole of the public buildings in thecoontry 
were worth only £10,000. There were GoTera- 
nient notes to the amount of £125,000 in circula- 
tion — (£30,000 lent to the Bloemfootein Bank, 
£^6,C00 lent to farmers, the balance part of the 
debt) — and £5 in notes had only the purchasing 
power of £3 in gold. The imports duiing the 
war were at the rate of £300,000 y early, and the 
exports only at the rate of £265,000, thus leaving 
a balance of trade against the State of £35,000 
per annum. No leas a sum than £650,000 was 
due by tradera and farmers of the ftate to the 
Standard Bank, merchants of Port Elizabeth, and 
ethers in the Colony, while the civil courts were 
closed on account of the war." 

To all these figures the reply was that the 
Free State did not admit that it was exhausted, 
it was prepared to continue to the end a atrugitle 
which it had nearly broaght to a Huccessful 

* The fiKiuei here giTsa are those Bopplied bj the 
lUiutgec ol the ataadsrd Bank to Sir Philip Wode- 
iKoue. Those given in tbe Colonial papen of the day 
Tuy to some eit«nt, tboagh noc coaiiderably. 
K 2 
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concloBioD, Riid would take good care to make 
aach terms u would prevent the Bosnto from 
again breaking the peace. This controreraj was 
mainttuned for eomo monthB, and only gradually 
lost the bitternesB n-ith which it waa at first 

Tho ProolamatioD laid down no limits for tbe 
Lemito, nor did it define clearly what people 
were annexed. The followers of Moperi, living 
in Witei's Hoek, weie unquestionably Basuto. 
80 weie the clans under Molapo, living between 
tbe PatJatSBQa aod the Calsdoo, and tbe adherents 
of Jan Letele, living in the Uistiict of Caledon 
lUver. All tbese were Fn^e Statn subjects, but 
they might, 01 might not, be included in the 
proclamation, just as one should interpret it. 

On the 14th a Commission was issued to Sir 
Walter Currie, Commandant of tbe Frontier 
Armed and Mounted Police, appoiutiog him 
Agent for the High Commissioner in Boauto- 
land. He was instructed to loee no time in 
proceeding to the assistance of tbe Basnto 
with die whole available police force, which 
bad been assembled for that purpose in tho 
Wittebergen Reserve, At the same time tb« 
High Commissioner wrote to Moshesh and to 
President Braad, informing them of the procla- 
mation. To the Fresideot he added that he 
entertained the strongest desire of communicat- 
ing unreservedly, with a view to tbe satisfactory 
settlement of aSairs. 

On the 23rd of March Sir Walter Carrie with 
the police crossed the Orange and enteted tbe 
LesutEk He was desirous of proceeding at odco 



to Theba Bosigo, but wag anable to get guides 
or asBietance of any kind, bb the people of that 
part of Ihe country were tgDorent of tbe nego- 
tiations between the High Commiasioaer and 
Mosbe8b,and were suspicious of the police. Sir 
Walter therefore called upon Mr. Austea, 
Super! nt«ndeat of tlie Reserve, for assistance 
That ofGcer at once repaired to the camp, and 
sent out messeogers in alt directions with intelli- 
gence that the police had come to assist the 
Baeuto. He also engaged a son of Morosi and 
tea men from the Keserve to accompany the 
Commandant to Thaba Bosigo. 

On the 26th Sir Walter arrived at Moehesli's 
head-qnarters, and was received with every 
demonstration of joy by the old chief and the 
people about him. Upon the proclamation 
being read they all rose up and gave tliree cheers 
for the Queen, Moshesh himself being greatly- 
excited. A notification was immediately sent 
by the High Commissioner's Agent to the various 
Commandants o£ the Free State forces in the 
field, informing them that he had directed the 
chiefs to cease all aggressive moyementB,a[id that 
it would be his doty to aesiat and support the 
Basuto if hostilities should be continued against 
them. He then formed a camp at Eorokoro, 
about ten miles south of Thaba Bosigo and three 
milea east of the Eieme, where he awaited ilie 
course of events. 

As soOD as President Brand received notice ot 
&B proclamation he issued iostructions to the 
officers of the Free State forces under no 
circnmstAnces to cross the boundary fixed by 
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tfae Treaty of Thaba Boaigo. They were to 
remain within the (wded territoiy and guard it 
BgaioBt eacroachmeDtsby tbeBaanto, and should 
Britigb troopa or the Colooi&l polioe appear 
there, they were to protest formally, but to ofEer 
no reeistance. 

On the 2lBt of March the Volksraad met, when 
a long and eamett diacuaeioo took place upon 
the High CommiaeioneT'B proceodings. The 
views entertained by the membem were that the 
Free Stale had been unjuatly and ungeneroosly 
dealt with. Unjuelly, inaamnch at the ConTen- 
tion of 1854 had been violated by the reception 
of the Baanto aa British aabjecta and by the 
prohibit4on of the sale of ammnoition to the 
republic by merchants in the Colony. Ungene- 
roualy, inasmuch as the little State, which bad 
been thrown upon its own reaourccB hy England 
owi[ig solely to the difBcolty of dealing with 
the Baauto, hod made enormous sacrifices to 
punifih the disturber of the peace of South 
Africa, and waa therefore entitled to the sym- 
pathy of Her Majesty's Qoverament. 

One after another the members reviewed the 
relationahip between tbe whites and the Baauto 
from the time of the proclamation of the Queen's 
sovereignty hy Sir Harry Smith to this act of 
Sir Fbilip Wodehouse. They denounced in 
bitter terms the miarepreaentation of events 
which they alleged was constantly made in 
England by a party that under all circumstan- 
ces niBinteioed the innocence and integrity of 
tbe natives, while the statements of tbe whites 
were unheard or unheeded. They declared their 
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«pprehenaion th&t English rule in Boeutobnd 
would bring about a repetitioa of the Bvib under 
whicL the country ■□fEersd in the time of Major 
Warden, for they believed it wonld not be sup- 
ported by any Btrong physical force, and whlla 
tbe border wonld be subject to continual devaa- 
t&tion by bands of robbers, tbe farmers wonld 
be prevented from following np and panishing 
thieves by fear that the English Goveninient 
might consider such conduct towards British 
subjects as hostile towards itself. 

Holding such views, on the 24th of Mtirch the 
Volksraad directed the President to protest to 
the Imperial Qovernment in the most positive 
and emphatic manner against the recent acts 
of tbe High CommiBeioner, and to inform His 
Excellency that the Baad could not appoint 
-delegates to enter into any negptlations baaed 
upon a violation of the Convention of 1854. 

Ueantime the High Commissioner had left 
<3ape Town to visit the Lesutoi On the 27th of 
Uarch he wae at Colesberg, from which place 
he addressed a letter to President Brand, pro> 
poaing terms of aettlement. These terms were 
that the bonoduy of Basutoland should be that 
fixed by Sir George Grey in 1868 and by himself 
in 1864 ; that along the Baauto side of the line 
be wonld caose three hundred farms of fifteen 
hundred morgen each to be sold, and pay the 
pioceeds to the Free State Government ; or that 
be would grant titles on qoitrent to nonuneea of 
the Free State Oovemment for the same 
Dumber of farma. 

This proposal, if accepted, would thna have 
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placed a belt of Europeans under Engligh mle 
between the Free State and the pertioo of the- 
Letnto reiwred for the natiTea, and would bav* 
been a tolerable guarantee agaioBt such a con- 
dition of affairs on the border as the members- 
of the Volksraad dreaded. It wonid have taken 
from the Free Sttte the whole of the land ceded 
to it by the treaty of Thaba Bosigo (ioclnure 
of the dietrict occupied hj Molapo), would have 
restored four sevenths of that land to the 
Baanto, and woald have given to the Free State- 
in retnm the proceoda of the sale of three 
hundred fanns. 

The President drclined the proposal. He 
replied that, apart from ell other cODsiderHtions, 
many grants of farms had been made in tbe- 
ceded district ; land had been sold, resold, and 
transferred in it ; part of it was pledged as 
secnrity for money borrowed by the State ;: 
and sites for villages had been snrveyed 
in it ; so that the Free State Government 
would be laying itself open to endless claims 
and complicatJona by acceding to the proposal. 
He desired instead that the High Commiaeioner 
would reatrain the Baaoto within the boundary 
flsed by the treaty of Thaba Bosigo, until the^ 
result of the protest about to he forwarded to 
the Imperial Government should be knowo. 

On the 3nth of March the High Commissioner 
reached Aliwal North. From this place he 
addressed the President, calling his attention to 
the fact that the courts of the Free State had 
been closed for the heaiing of civil casea during 
the continuance of the war, and muntaining^ 
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that this wae a violation of the Coaventiou. He 
BBBerted farther that the employment of BritiBh 
sahjecta under the cooditions offered by the 
State was va nnfriendly act, and tended to set 
at naught the Nentrality Proclamation. 

The President replied, explaining that the 
civil conrts were neceBsarily cloeed while the 
bnrghers were in the field, and citing piecedente 
in the recent history of the Cape Colony. He 
claimed that the State had respected the 
Nentrality ProclamalioD, and denied that the 
employment of English residents who offered 
their services in war was nnfrieodty towards the 
British Government. He offered to guarantee 
that no molestation should be made across the 
boundary according to the treaty of Thaba 
Bosigo, if His Excellency would do the same 
from the other side. 

The High CommisBioner answered that he 
would be anable to restrain the Basnto within 
these limits, as the country left to them by the 
treaty was too small tor their maintenance. He 
then withdrew his former offer, but profesBod 
himself still willing to enter into negotiationa. 
In a subsequent letter, written, at the police 
camp at Eorokoro on the 11th of April, he pro- 
posed that pending the negotiations with Her 
Majesty's Government a temporary boundary 
shonld be agreed upon and molestation from 
either side prohibited. For this purpose he pro- 
posed the line which is at present the boundary 
between the Orange and the Csledon, and 
across the last named river a line which 
woald restore to tl)e Basnto a triangular 
block of ground of no very great extern, but 
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which contained the French nuB^oD etfttione of 
MeknatlinK and MaboleU. 

This propOBttl contained no reference to Molapo 
hy name, hut, it accepted, it would have 
deprived the Free State of ita claim to authority 
over bim and hia clan. In makiDg it, the High 
CommiBnoner had the line be named in view aa 
the futare boundary of Baautoland, for he bad 
already come to the coocluaion that it wonid be 
a fair division between the cantendiog parties. 
He Preaident, however, declined to agree to it. 

By tliis time Sir Philip Wodehooae had made 
bunaelf acquainted with the actail conditioD of 
afFaiiB around bioL The war had entailed great 
loaeCB, and had diBorganized aociety everywhere. 
The tribe seemed ready to break up ioto a hun- 
dred fr^raenta. There wad a great deal of nck- 
neaa among the people, owing to want of food 
and shelter by the clans that had been most 
exposed. It was believed that some of them 
had resorted again to cannibalism, but Europeans 
could not then aecurtain whether this waa cor- 
rect or not. Foot months later the rumour waa 
proved to be true. la July Mr. J. H. Bowker 
was ahown a cave, of which he wrote to the 
High Commissioner that the floor and the open 
space in front were so covered with human bones, 
chiefly of young people, that be could have 
loaded a waggon with them in a short time ; all 
of the sculls were broken ; and though some of 
the bones were apparently many yeara old, 
others had been cooked quite recently. 

But though some sections of the tribe were 
reduced to the direst distrese, others had hardly 
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eaSered at all. Several of the leading chiefs 
had lost very little of their personal property. 
Their oattle were safe in the mountains, and 
•Kith them there was no soarcitj of food. Inside 
the limits of the Lesnto according to the treaty 
-of Thaba Boeigo there were enormous crops of 
«om rettdy for gnthering, while in the conntry 
-of Molapo, between fhe Futiateaca and the 
Caledon, eyery valley was a com field. The 
police were purchadng then, as they did for 
many months afterirards, as mnch millet as they 
needed at twelve shillings a mnid. 

Molapo, so far from being a contented and 
peaceable snbject of the Free Stat« as the Presi- 
-dent at an earlier date supposed, had already 
welcomed the High Commissioner's Agent and 
'expressed a desire to come nnder British protecr 
tjon. He had informed ^r Walter Currie that 
the reason wliy he had taken no part in the 
recent hOBtiltties was an underetanding between 
hia father and himaelE that hie people should 
merely pretend to be peaceful, so as to grow 
abundance of food and protect the cattle of the 
tribe ; bnt they had intended to join their kins- 
men against the Free State whenever it could 
be done wilh a prospect of success, fie had 
l>rought a present of cattle for the use of the 
police, had written to the Fiendent throning ofE 
hia allegiance, and had set at defiance the Free 
fitale Commandant who resided with bim. 

Moperi had also communipated with the High 
Commisuuner's Agent, and had expressed a 
wish to be reunited to the remainder of the tribe 
«ud be taken under British protection. But he 
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was nDwilling to give ap bis locatioii in Witst's 
Bmk aod retnrn to the Leento. 

In the temtoij ceded hy the treaty of Thabft 
Bosigo, the Free St&te forces held moat of the 
Btrong places, but had not sncceeded in entarel^ 
expelling the Baeuto. These, however, had no 
powder left, sad did not venture to meet their 
opponents in the open field. 

On the l&th of April a greet meetiiig took 
place at Thaba Bodgo. With bir Philip Wode- 
honse were Mr. Keate, Zientenant-GoverDOT of 
Natal, Mr. Shepstone, Secretary for Native 
Affairs in Natal, Sir Walter Currie, Conuuandant 
of the Frontier Police and High Commissionei's 
Agent in Baautoland, and several other officers 
and attendants. The Rev. Ur. Daniel, who had 
accompanied the High Commissioner front 
Aliwal North, acted aa interpreter. The old 
chief Uoshesh ^vaa there with his sons, coun- 
cillors, and most of the leading men of the tribe, 
all deeply anxious to learn what the Great 
Power whose aid they had invoked intended to- 
do for them. 

The High Commissioner stated that in order 
to carry on the government of the country three 
or four British officers wonld be appointed, but 
that the cnatoms of the people would not be 
interfered with more than was necessary. As- 
soon es negotiations with tlie Free State were 
concluded t^e Lesnto would be annexed to Natal, 
according to the wish expressed by Hosbeeh 
and the instructions of the Imperial Qovemment. 
The Basuto must not expect to have the whole 
of the territory within the bonndaiiee of 1 86& 
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restored to them, but he wonld eodeavour to 
recover sufficient ground for their comfortable 
eubaisteDce ouisids of the limits asatgned hj the 
treaty of Thaba Bo^go. They must be prepared 
to pay Bunaally a tax of tea BhillingB for each 
occupied hut in the country. 

Their sobsequsot conduct proves that the 
High CommiBHioner's address gave very littlo 
real latisfoctioD to the Basuto chiefs, neverthe- 
lesH they were profuse in thanks for what he 
had done and intended to do for them. The lint 
tax, they promised, should be regularly paid as 
soon as peace shonld he restored. To one point 
only did they make objection. They did not 
wish the Lesuto annexed to Natal, for that was 
a country of which they knew veiy little, while 
with (he Cape Colony they had been acquainted 
«nce the time when Sir George Napinr was 
Governor. Further than this tliey had little to 
Bay, except that they would consult together and 
Moshesh would write to the High Commissioner. 

Within a few days letters were written in the 
name of the chief, asking that the Lesoto might 
be declared a Native Reserve, that is that it 
should be kept for the nse of natives only, and 
Europeans be prevented from holding land in 
it ; that it might remain distinct from both the 
Cape Colony and Natal, and be dependent upon 
the High GomiiiiseioQer alone ; but that if it 
must be joined to one of these colonies the 
Basnto would prefer the Cape, as they knew ita 
customs from having had tiadiug transactions 
with it for many years. The High CommiS' 
sioner was also requested to receive Uoperi as a 
British subject, and claiia was laid to Witoi'a 
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Hoak, where Moperi lived, as being part of tha 
I^nto. Nehemiah at tlie same time wrote 
aekiDg leave to return to Matatiele and that a 
Britieh Agent might be appointed to reside ihere 
with him. 

'What the Baanto chiefs really wanted was to 
he protected from their enemieH, to exist with 
their people aa a aeparate and compact trib«, to 
have apace for very great eipansion, and to 
earrender no more authority than was nnavoid- 
nble. 

The claim of Moabesh to Witsi's Boek aa a 
portion of the Lesuto rested on no foandadon, 
and Sir Philip Wodehouae took no notice of it. 
In ancient times a branch of one of the many 
clans whose remnants composed the tribe under 
Mosheah may have lived there, bat aa far back 
as can be traced that tract of land was in 
possesuon of the Batlokus. Sikonyela, Moslieah'a 
bitterest enemy, wonid have inherited it if be 
had not been driven away by ioradsrs from the 
coaat region. Under the Sovereignty, Major 
Warden gave out farms in it without Sikonyeta 
or hia people making any objection. Then it 
waa overran by Witei'e mixed horde, and it was 
afterwards taken from him by Free State forces 
under Hr. J. M. Orpen, Landdrost of Winburg. 
1%UB Moshesh's conquest by Sikonyela gave him 
■o right to Witsi's Hoek. 

Sir Philip Wodehonae remained in the Lesnto 
until the 28ih of April, but could do nothing 
towards the pacification of the country. In the 
ceded territory skirmishing continued as before 
the issne of the proclamation, tbongh militai; 
operations on a large scale were no longer con- 
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ducted. TradiDg operatioiiH, however, were 
renewed to aome exteot. 

Ae BOon as the High ComnuHBiouer left, a 
■inrit of dissatiafactioD manifested itself, resting 
OD tba disappointment of the chiefs that the 
boundaries o£ 1858 had not been restored and 
that peace had not been the immediate result of 
their adoption as British subjects. The Lieute- 
nant Oovemoi and Secretary for Native AfEairB 
of Natal were accompanied by a namber of 
native attendants from that Colony, and these 
managed to instil ioto the minds of the Baanto 
that if their country was annexed to Natal a 
force of tea thoasaod warriors would at ooce 
be sent to aid them in driving back the Free 
State people. Hereupon Molapu became openly 
a warm advocate of annexation to Natal, and 
several other leading chiefs, including Moshesh 
hlmsetf, were snspected of secretly holding the 

At this junctnro t ir Walter Currie was replaced 
as High Oommissioner's Agent by Mr. James 
Henry Bowker, the officer next in rank in the 
Frontier Police, and the greater number of the 
police were withdrawn from the Lesuto and 
retomed to their duties on the Colonial border. 

The protest of the Free State against the 
reception of the Baeuto as British subjects and 
against the stoppage of ammunition was for 
warded to Lord Stanley, then Secretary of State 
for Foreign AfEairs, who referred it to the Dnke 
of Buckingham and Chandoe, Secretary of St«ta 
forthe Colonies, on the ground that it was not 
expedient to deal with the republics in South 
Africa through the Foreign OAice. 



O^Q Free Slute delegates, the Bev. Mr. Van 
da Wall and Hr. C. J. de Vaiien, wera recetvod 
by the Dnke of BDckiDghuD «t the CoIodUI 
CNESca. They firat mqueetod that the proclama- 
tion of Bir l4iilip WodehouBO Hhonld be with- 
drawn, and the Free State be left aloae to maka 
teraiB with the Basato. Thie waa lefuaed, and 
tiiey then aaked that an impartial Commiasioii 
ehonld be sent from England to examine th« 
caae on the spot, lliie also waa declined, and 
the delegates were informed that the Queen's 
Ooverniiient woold not withdraw the negotia- 
tions from the High Commiaaioner and would 
only correq>ond with the Proadent tbroug^ 

Thie notion was in accordance with precedents, 
but it is donbtful whethertbe Duke of BacUng- 
hara wonld not have made some concea- 
eiona on this occaaion if it had not been for 
the attitude of Sir Philip Wodehouse, for 
ha had already informed the High Com- 
miaaioner that he thought his proceeding in 
proclaiming Basutoland Britiah territory, with- 
out the previous ecquieeceace of the Legislatnre 
of Satal, was in excess of the authority coo-, 
ferred upon him. Sir Philip had requested that 
the delegates should be referred back to him, 
and that the negotietions ehonld be left in his 
hands, asking that he might be relieved if he 
was not permitted to carry out bie own views. 
The Secretary of State, fearing further compli- 
cationB, left the matter entirely to the High 
Co mieHionor, agreed to the scheme which he 
advocated uf governing the country for a time 
by an Agent without annexation to either 
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Colony, aod extended Sir Philip Wodehoiue's 
term of office to enable him to bring tlie affair ' 
to a concloBion. 

All Ibis time a lengthy correspondenco was 
being carried on betwe«n the High Commia- 
flioner apd the PreBident of the Free State, but 
.without any reeolt. 

On the 7th of May the Volkaroad resolved 
that the High Commissioner sQould be asked if 
be would adhere to the bounHory accordiog to 
the treaty of Thaba BoBigo until the result of 
the deputation to Eogland should be koowo, or, 
failing that, if be would agree to some other 
line as a temporary measure, and guarantee to 
restore the Itiod beyond it cleared and unoccu- 
pied in case the final decision should be that IJie 
Free SUte was entitled to it. 

The High Commissioner replied that he could 
not enter into any gnarantee of the kind, that 
ho wished to fix the temporary line as nearly as 
possible where the final line must he, and again 
proposed tlie old boundary with a belt of farms 
under the British Ooveroment behind it. As 
the Free Stute Government was complaining 
bitterly of the thefts to which its subjects were 
exposed by Basuto raids from beyond the 
Thaba Bosigo line, which its forces could not 
check, the High Commissioner called the Presi- 
dent's attention to the ftict that stealing had 
not always been confined to one f>~:'y in the 
Btrife, and referred to the report of the Com- 
mission in 1861, in which the thefts by Jan 
Letele's followers from the Boeuto of Mosheah 
were stated to have been in excess of those by 
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the Basnto of Mosheeh from the farmers in the 
CaledoD River District. 

The Volksnuid rejected the High Commis- 
fdoner'a proposal, and determined to await the 
result of the deputation to EngUad. The 
GMTespondence was then continued on the 
qnestions of the thieving, which Sir Philip 
WodehouBe would do nothing to prevent until 
Bome aettiement ahoold be arrived at, and of 
charges broaght by MoBheeh against the buigber 
commandos of gross ill treatment of Basuto 
women, which were investigated and disproved. 

Mr. Bowber, as High Commissioner's Agent 
found himself in the midst of intrigues, without 
any niatarial force to rely upon. An analysis 
of their conduct showed him that there was not 
a chief among them all whose professions were 
of any worth. 

As for old Moshesh, of the abilities for which 
he had once been so distinguished he retained 
fery little more than his craftiness. He was 
feeble with age, end loved to tslk for hours of 
the deeds of his youth and his prime, but could 
not be kept steadfast to any present purpose. 
At one time he seemed to be in favoar of the 
annexation of his country to Natal, in expecta- 
tion of receiving strong reinforcements from 
that Colony ; then he spoke of renewing 
negotiations himself with the Free State, as 
the High Conimissioner's interference had not 
resulted in immediate peace ; again, he ex- 
pressed himself satisfied with what Sir Philip 
Wodehonse was doing, and desirous that the 
Lesuto should remain a Native Reserve under 
the direction of the High Commissioner, 
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Letsie was the one moat to be depended upon, 
because ho was the one who bad most to gain 
from Britteh protection. Molapo was doing all 
ID hie power to induce the tribe to throw in its 
lot with Natal, and openly applied to Mr. 
Shepatone, Secretary for Native AS&im in that 
Colony, to appoint an Agent to reside with him. 
Maaupha held liimself aloof iiom the High 
CommisHioner'a Agent, and was known to be 
directing anch akirmishing operations aa were 
being carried on. Moroai was the head of a 
gang of thieves who were ptnndeneg the people 
in the Wittebergen Beserre and the Colonial 
diatricts beyond. The minor chief a were 
Bcheming, each in order to secure something for 
himaelf at the expense of othera. 

Aa lime wore on and no settlement was 
attained, many of the Basuto came to the con- 
elusion that they had gained nothing hy becom- 
ing British eubject«. Some began even to sus- 
pect that the few police in the country were 
there to aid the Free State rather than them. 
Two or three diacharged policemen took aerrice 
. in one of the Free State commandos, and were 
recognized there hy Basuto spies, a circumstance 
which created so much suspicion that it was 
with difficulty Mr. Bowker conid satisfy the 
chiefs that he was not responsible for theii 
conduct. 

Another event which increased this feeling 
of diaaSectioD was the arrest by Mr. Austen, 
Superintendent of the Wittebergen Reserve, of 
Sekwati, son of the late chief Foshuli, on a 
charge of theft. In former years there bad 
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been Imng in the HeeerTS a troublesome Hlubi 
headman named Joaana (aon of Mini, third son 
of Umpajigazita), whose misconduct at lengtJt 
oeoessitabed hie expulaton. He and his people 
then crossed over to the Free State side of the 
river, and during the war ho look service under 
Comiuandsnt Webster, He was thus a declared 
enemy of the Basoto, and subject to be attacked. 
Some people of the Reearve had sent their 
cattle to Josona's new location, where the 
pasturage was good, and placed them under 
hia charge ; while there &ey were swept off 
by Baeuto raiders under Sekwati, but the owners, 
having joined Joeana's people, followed the 
Basuto and retook their stock. Sekwati then 
carried off some horses from the Beaerve, when 
he was pursued by Mr. Austen, who arrested 
him and two of bis followers. Twenty guns 
were taken from his other attendants. The 
robbers were sent by Mr. Austen to the gaol 
at Aliwal North, and the preliminary steps were 
taken for their prosecution. 

At onca there was great excitement throughout 
the Lesuto, for the people maintained that Ur. 
Austen was taking the part of Josana against 
thera, and had subjected to indignity a chief of 
such high rank as the aon. ol Poshuli, Mr. 
Bowker f onud it necessary to urge the immt*- 
diiite release of the prisoners and the restoralion 
of the gnns. Mr. Austen declined, and the 
High Commissioner was appealed to. The 
difficulty was surmonnled by tlie release of 
Sekwati and hia followeis, after a confine- 
ment of over a month, on the grounds that 
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thef had been arrested io Basntolund sad 
tliat it WHH iincertain whether the hones 
the^ were charged with stealing had not boon 
taken from the Free State aide of the river. 

There was no attempt made to eoforce aatho- 
rity, or to secure the obHervance o£ any law, 
EngliahoTBaeato. The moBtthatwasatterapted 
by the High Commissioner was to prohibit the 
sale of apirituous liquor in the country. The 
chiefB did each as he saw fit. Horoko had taken 
no part in the hostilities between the Free State 
and the B&sato since the treaty of Tiiaba Bosigo, 
nevertheless Masiipha attacked him and carried 
ot£ three thousand head of cattle and nine thoo- 
sand eheep. The followers of the same chief 
next plundered the waggon of an English trader 
who ventured to ent»r the Lesuto without their 
leave. Skirmishes with the Free State forces 
were frequent In one of these, Lerothodi, 
Bereng, and a third son of Letsie were severely 
wounded, and a minor brother of these chiefs 
was killed. 

While all wjb thus in confusioo and the bond 
that united the Lesnto to the British Empire 
was liable to he snapped at any moment, the 
Natal Government was putting forth strenuoos 
efforts to secure its anuexntion to that Colony. 
On the 31st oC July the Legislative Council 
passed a resolution that in the opinion of tliat 
House such annexation was highly desirable, 
" provided it be understood that it is not to 
remain purely a native Colony, but that certain 
portions of the land be made available for white 
settlers ; and provided also that such revenue 
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be raiBed from it as shall render it at least sdf- 
snpporting." Lientenaut-OoverDor Keate tliere- 
npon wrote to the Secretsiy o£ State, ai^ug 
that the bouadaiy of 18S4 should be adhered to, 
and that in addition Witsi's Hoek, which he 
asserted liad alwa^a been Bagnto temtorj-, 
should be taken over, and the whole be incw- 
porated with Natal. The addition of Witsi's 
Hoek would make communication easy and 
unbroken between all parts of the country from 
the Free State border to the eea. 

A few days after this despatch was written 
by Mr. Eeate, the mail reached Cape Town with 
the Secretary of State's authority for tlie Hig^ 
Commissioner to deal with the questJon as be 
should think best. Sir Philip WodehnuHe imme- 
diately communicated this information to 
President Brand, and invited him to offer terms 
for discuBsion, to which the President replied 
that he must await the report of Messrs. Van de 
Wall and Da Villiers. It was not until the 
middle of December that the result of the meet 
ing of the delegates with the Secretary of State 
was officially known, when the High Commis- 
sioner again wrote stattag that he would be at 
Aliwal North not later than the let of Febrnary 
1869, and hoped to find the President willing to 
enter into negotiations. 

The Free State Government then realized how 
entirely it was at Sir Philip Wodehouse'e mercy. 
Its supplies of ammunition were cut off, while 
traders were disposing of powder and shot 1o 
the Basuto with hardly an attempt at conceal- 
ment. Raids were frequently being made into 
the State from beyond the Thaba Bosigo line, 
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And tha burgher commftadofl couM not croBS 
that line in pursuit without defying the British 
Antboritiea. Under these circumstanceB the 
Volkaraad was convened for the 1 3th of January, 
Immediately after it met it resolved to appoint 
commiauoners to treat with Sir Philip Wode- 
house, and instructed the President to make the 
preliminary arrangements. 

Od the 4th of February 1869, nearly eleven 
months after the Basuto had been proclaimed 
British Bubjects, the High Com misBi oner and 
the deputies of the Free State met in conference 
in Mr. Halae's house at Aliwal North. There 
were present to represent the Free State, Presi 
dent Brand, Advocate Eamelberg, and Messrs. 
J. J. Venter, C. J. de ViUiers, and A. J. Bester, 
members of the Volksraad. All correapODdence . 
since the proclamation of the 12th of March 
1868 was considered as withdrawn, and it was 
arranged that oegotiationB should be commenced 
on a clear field. 

The Free State clamed first a boundary line 
according to the treaty of Thaba Bosigo. 

The High Commissioner objected, and pro- 
posed instead a boundary as before the war of 
1865, in which case the Free State might retain 
any amounts already received for land sold 
beyond it, and he would undertake to pay the 
snm of £50,000, which he would raise by the 
sale of farms. 

The Free Slate refused this ofEer, and pro- 
posed instead to cede a smatl tract of land on 
its side of the Thaba Bosigo line. 

The High Commissioner declined, on the 
ground that the cesaion would be inBufBcient to 
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meet tbe needs of the Baaoto ; bat offered a 
litae from Koniet Spmit along the L&ngebergen 
to Jaramerberg Drift on the CaledoD (the preaciit 
Bontli-weaterD boundary), farther the Ci^edoD 
Biver ap to Jackman's Drift, aad thence a line 
eoclosiog a triangular piece of territory in which 
the two former miHaion stations of Mokaatting 
aod Uabolela were Eitaated. 

Tbe Free State agreed to the boundaiy 
between the Caledon and Eornet Spruit, hot 
declined to give up the triangular tract west of 
tbe Caledon. 

The High Commiasioner tljcn proposed the 
Qaledoi) Biver from Jammerberg Drift to its 
Bttnrce, provided the Volkeraad would consent 
to Molapo becoming a British subject and the 
district occupied by him between the Pul^atsana 
and the Caledon becoming British territory. 

The Free i:State would agree if the High 
Commieaioner would pay £20,000 towards the 
war exi>eDBeB. 

The High Conimiseioner declined to pay any- 
thing. He refused alito to. keep old animosities 
alive bysuiTendering the murderers of Bush and 
Erynauw, as the Free State wished him to do. 

The discussion was carried on for a full woek 
before all matters wore arranged. Finally a 
Convention was drafted by Mr. Hamelberg, 
slightly altered by Sir Philip Wodehouse, and 
signed on the 12th of February. It fixed the 
bonndftry aaat present from tbe Kornet Spruit to 
the junction of the Patbtsana and the Caledon ; 
permitted Molapo to become a BriUsh subject 
OD bis making a written request to that efEsct tO' 
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the Volklraad, when the diatrict between the 
Fntiata&na and the Caledon was to beootne psrt 
of BiitiBh BaaiitoliiDd ; gave eucb Basuto as 
ware on the Free State side of the Caledoo until 
the Slot of July to cross that river, after whieh 
data ^»7 coald be expelled by force ; and 
Bocured to the French Mission Society as pro- 
perty which it conid hold under Free 8tat« 
jurisdiction, or sell if it should choose to do so, 
fifteen hundred morgen of ground at each of its 
former statioas Mekuatliog and Uabolela. The 
tbirte^th Article of the Conventton provided 
for sabmitting to arbitration the claims of the 
Free Slate for pecuniary compeusatioti for the 
ground between the new boundary and that fi^ed 
by the treaty of Thaba Bosigo. And lastly, 
there WHS a clause tliat the Volksraad might 
adept, instead of thia Convention, the first pro- 
posal of the Higli Commissioner, namely, the 
line of 1864 with a money payment of £50,000 
and the proceeds of the farms already sold. 

When the Convention was signed, the High 
CommisBioner appointed Messrs. J. H. Bowker 
and H. J. Halae, with Mr. J. X. Merriman aa 
Land Surveyor, to act with the Free State dele- 
gates in marking out and planting beacons along 
the new tine between Kornet Spruit and the 
Caledon. They found the line an excellent- 
natural boundary for the greater portion of the 
distance, consieting as it did of woll defined 
ranges of hills with streams runniag in both 
directions." 
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His Bzcelleacy ttMn Ht ont for the Lesnto, 
and UTiTed at Korokoro on the 19th of 
Fobraary. The chief* with tlieir followers 
were already commencing to assemble there, 
and on Monday the 22Dd a great meeting 
took place. At half past tea in the monung 
Sir Philip WodehouBB took a seat in the shade 
of a great rock, having with him Mr. Bowker, 
his Agent in Baautoland, Sub- Inspector Surmon, 
of the Frontier Anned and Mounted Police, and 
Mr. Cripps, hia private seoretarj. At hie left 
hand were seated Letme, Molapo, and Maaupha, 
the three sons of Moshesh by his great wife. 
On bis rig^t were the Bev. Messrs. Mabille, 
Jonaae, Maitin, Keck, Duvoisin, and Dr. Caaalis, 
of the French Proteetant Mission, Dr. Allard 
and the Kev. Mr. Oerard, of the Roman Catholic . 
MisuoD, and a few other Emvpeana. Before 
him were grouped the minor chiefs Molitsine, 
Lesawana, Nehemiah, Sophonia, George, 
Taekelo, and many others, with two or three 
thousand attendants behind them or posted 
wherever a footing was to be had on the face 
of the rock. Moahesh was too feeble to leave 
hie resideace on Thaba Bosigo. 

The object of the meeting was to make the 
chiefs and people acquainted with the arrange- 
ments entered into at Aliwal North, and to 

former to tba point nearest to Otituits Been, from 
that point bj Olitanla B«en to the sonthera point of 
Lugeberg, along th« top of Langebecg to ite north- 
veateTD eitremitj, thence to the eaatoFn point of 
Jammerberg, along the top of Jtmmerberg to its 
noith-wsetem sxtremity, ajid thence by a prolongs 
tioQ of the same line to the Caledon BiTei. 
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fiecDre tiieir ratificaUon of the Convention, 
which was as much needed as that of the Secre- 
taiy of State or the Volksraad. Through the 
Bee. Mr. Mabille, who acted ae interpreter, the 
High Commissioner explained to the people 
assembled that he had encured for them as 
good t«rms as they conid reasonably expect, 
that the territory within the new boundary was 
ample for their requirements, as he would make 
provision in Nomaneland for the clans that had 
migrated to that coantry during the war, and 
that their future fortanes rested with them- 

Molitaane was the only one of the chiefs who 
openly objected to the arrangement. He 
demurred to giving up hie old location west of 
the Caledon, but ceased oppositioD when the 
High Commissioner promised hiui the district 
vacated by Makwai. Of the three great sons of 
Moshesb, Molapo was the one whose power and 
influence was wenkened most by the substitu- 
tion of the line of the Caledon for that of 1864, 
and he made no open complaints, but confiued 
his remarks to a request that he might be 
received as a British subject. After full discus- 
,eion, the chiefs and missionaries professed to 
concur in the view that the settlement was as 
satisfactory as nnder the circumstances they 
could hope for, and'the leading chiefs promised 
to carry it out. 

The High Commissioner then announced that 
as soon as the Convention was ratified by the 
Imperial and Free State Governments migis- 
trates would be appointed, when he hoped an 
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era of order and proapertty wonid b« eoterecT 
upon. The people would be reqairedto payth& 
hut tax already agreed to, bat in coDsideratioii 
of the circam stances o£ the coaotry it would b» 
optional with each man to conlribute in moBey^ 
grain, or live stock. The High Commissioner 
would henceforth esercise the right of assigalng . 
ground to oluia and indiridtials, a right alwajs- 
held and acted upon hy the supreme antbodty 
ID evB^y tribe. The country would be divided 
into three districts, in each of which one of tbe^ 
principal chiefs woold be stationed. 

To none of these announcements was tbers- 
any objection made, but every one who spoke 
at all fully agreed to them. 

Next day Sir Philip Wodehouse visited' 
Mosheeh, who was as profuse of thanks and 
expressions of satisfactioa as he had always- 
been on similar occasions. He was, however, 
so feeble iu mind and body that not much value 
could be attached to what he sud. 

The High Commissioner then isiaed a few- 
simple trading regulations, in which the charges 
for licenses were fixed at £10 a. year or £1 a 
-month, and in which the sale of inloxicaling- 
liquor was prohibited nuder penalty of a fine 
not exceeding £10 for the first ofCenoe and loss 
of license forthe second, together with forfeiture 
of all spirita in possession of the, trader. The 
police in the Lesnto, one hundred men in all,. 
were distributed in four camps, one on the 
Orange Biver, one on Komet Spruit, and two on 
the Ualedon, with the object of suppresting cattl» 
lifting as much as possible. 
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As nothing further coald^ be done uniil the 
Tati£oati»ii of tbe Coaventioa, the High Com* 
niiBuoner left Thaba Bosigo, and paBHiog 
through rich fiehls of ripening corn to Ute 
Orange Biver, he made his way over the 
Drakeneberg into Nomanslaiid. There be as- 
signed locntiODS to the Emigrant Basuto chiefs 
Makwai and Lehenja, as aUo to the Hlubi chief 
2ilji and the BaUokua chief Lehana. Oa tlie 
way down he had an interview with Morosi, 
who requeatfd to be allowed to caet in his lot 
with the rest of the Baeato tribe. The High 
Gommissiooer, however, doubted his einceritf , 
and told him he mnet take tJme to coneider tbe 
matter. 

It had become neceeBaiy to select a aite for 
the permanent reaidence of the High Commia- 
eioQer'a Agent, and aa Korokoro was in many 
respects unsuitable, in March 1869 Mr. Bowker 
moved to Maseru, a much better situation. 

Notwithstanding the nominal assent of the 
chiefs to the new bouudary, in reality most of 
them were bitterly disappointed with it They 
had imagined that on becoming British subjecta 
Sir Philip Wodehouse would use his power 
to recover for the tribe all the country that had 
once been Moshesh's. Their discontent was 
fanned by Mr. Buch«.nan, who represented to 
them that they had been grievously wronged 
Bud that If they would send him to England as 
their agent he would probably be able to pre- 
vent the ratification of the Convention and obtuin 
for them all the land witliiQ the old boundary. 

Sir Philip Wodehonse's tiack was hardly 
' tamed upon the Lesuto when intrigues were set 



on foot to reverse what he had done. Molapo, 
Nebemieh, and Tsekelo were bus; openly stirriDg 
up disaffectioii, and manj olheni were secretly 
working with them. Letters 'were written, by 
Tsekelo for hie fattier, promiBing to collect three 
hundred aud eighty head of cattJe to defray the 
cost of au embassy to England, and asking Mr. 
Bachanao to go himself aud plead with the 
Queen. Molapo sent Makotoko, his principal 
councillor, with Tsekelo to Natal, to confer with 
Mr. Buchanan there. Letsie alone among the 
Chiefs, though he was cautionsly trying how far 
he conid ignore Ur. Bowker, would have nothing 
to do with the movement, for he could not 
poBsibly gain anything by it and might lose 

The Rev. Mr. Daumae was then living iu Natal. 
Hie jadgment seems to have been warped by 
the troables he had gone through and by dig- 
appointment that his station of Mekuatling, 
where he had lived and laboured for twenty- 
eight years, had not been restored to him." His 

* That be wai suffering from abercatian of mind is 
placed almost beyond doubt by the evidence afforded 
by a map andcertsioiuformaUon wbich be farnuhed 
to the Government o£ Natal, and which the Imperial 
GoverumeDt published in a Bine-book. That this 
" good and gentle old father," aa the writer has heard 
ICr. Daemaa desctlbed by more than one i*ho was 
intimately acqaainted with him, prepared a map sD 
mialeadiDg as the one referred to and nhich is at 
complete variance vith formn prodoctions of hia own 
associatea, can be satisfactorily accounted for in no 
other way. That be was a ahnple tool tn the bands ot 
one of stronger will has been advonoed as an explanation 
by one wbo was thorODgbly convensant with the whtde 



collsBgues in the Lesuto, though deeply grieved 
that the new boundary did not include Mekaat- 
ling ftod Mabolela on the north and Hebron and 
Poortje on the south, were willing to acoept the 
situation, and indeed espreseed an opinion that 
their efforts to christianize the Baanto would be 
advanced rather than retarded by the change 
that had taken place. Without their concurrence 
Mr. Daumaa entered into Mr. Buchanan's 
schemea. 

A memorial, praying the Secretary of State 
to advise the Queen not to ratify the Conrention, 
was prepared in Natal, and though only sixteen 
signatures conld be obtained to it, was forwarded 
throngh the Lientenanl Qovemor. Preparationa 
were hurried on, and without waiting for the 
contrihntion in cattle which Moshesh hud pro- 
mised, in April Messrs. Buchanan and Daumaa 
sailed for England, taking Tsekelo with them. 

Mr. Bowker, who described the situation as 
one of "treason on every side," now endea- 
voured to take the first step towards the restor- 
ation of order. This was the removal of Molit- 
sane from the neighbourhood of Meknatling 
to the district along the new sonth-weetern 
boundary which had been left vacant by the 
emigration of Makwd. When called npon to 
move, Molilsane made various excuses. He 
asserted that Moshesh had ordered him either 
to remain where he was or to join Moperi in 
Witei's H(.ek. Mr. Bowker informed him that- 

matter, bnt this eeema to me ratlier to corroboiste than 
todiaproTe the view here girea, and wbioh was held 
by bin moaC intimate coIIeagueB. 
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if he did not more at oace the Tacent district 
wonld be given to Fiogoe from th s Wittebergen 
Reserve, aod he would be left, without anistaace 
or B place of refuge, to meet the Free State 
forces when the term of grace accorded by the 
AUwal Cooventton should expire. Holilsane 
then pretended to eubmit, and without fnrUier 
]oeB of time abandoned the district which he had 
occapied eioce 1837, and moved to tlie location 
aeaigDed to him. Hie eons, however, remained 
in the Koranaberg. 

After the departure of Hessrs. Bucbanao and 
Dauniaa with Tsekelo, the different chiefs began 
to vie with each other in proteatationa of fidelity 
to the British Government and enbmiesioD to 
the orders of the High Com missi oner's Agent. 
Moaheah, Letsie, Hasupha, the principal minor 
chiefs, even Uolapo, sent mesBagea denjing- that 
they had anything to do with the mission to 
England. Their object was apparent : to keep 
in Sii Philip Wodehonae's favonr if the missioa 
ehould fail, to profit by it should it prove succesB' 
£ul. Ur. Bawker, who knew exactly what value 
to place upon the aeaurancrs ot the chiefe, 
looked around for some means of governing the 
country, and eventually concluded that tho 
simplest plan would be to introduce a body of 
FingOB and locate them upon the vacant lands. 
On inq>ection he found that there was plenty o£ 
room for a large number of such immigrants, and 
they could be depended upon to support the 
British AuthoritieB. He proposed to the High 
Commiseioner that a beginning should be made 
with Josana, but upon inquiry that petty chief 
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was found to have too small a followiog to be 
of way eenrice. and before the plan could be 
carried further the course of events was changed. 

In Majr Meaars. Buchanan and Danmas, with 
Tsekelo, arrived in England, and at once set 
abont securing eupporters among those benevo- 
lent individuals whose aympath^ with distress 
cannot be too highly extolled, bnt whose very 
virtues often expose them to be made the means 
of doing great wrongs. The Aborigines Protec- 
tion Society took them hy the hand, and soon 
the prominent MiBsion Societies in England and 
Scotland were aiding and abetting them. Theso 
philanthropic people were told that Sir Philip 
Wodehonse was taking away from a simple and 
almost defenceless tribe the greater portion of 
the territory which it had inherited from its 
ancestors, and was giving the land to cruel and 
rapacious Europeans who were despoilere of 
churches and scorners of native rights. They 
did not imagine that in reality they were bdog 
asked to aid in perpetnating anarchy and crime. 
Without that close ioqniiy which alone could 
enable them to arrive at the truth, they accepted 
Btatementa which agreed with preconceived 
opinions, and shortly that vast machinery which 
philanthropy can pnt in motion in England was 
at work to oppose Sir Philip Wodehouse's settle- 
ment of the Basuto difficulty. 

The Secretary of State for the Colonies, upon 
a reqnest from the Directors of the Paris Missioa 
Society that be would grant an audience to Mr. 
Daumu, and a similar request from Ur. Buchanan 
on his own behalf, consented to an interview. 
It took place on Uie 22nd of June. Hessra. 



BucbBDiD, Danmae, and Twkelo were acconi- 
panied by several membera of tJie Imperial 
Parliament. They laid before Earl Granville a 
Memorial aigaed by aeveoteen members of the 
Honae of CommoDB and the Secretory of the 
Aborigines Protection Society, setting forth Mr. 
Bachanan's views, and preyingthat Her Hajee^'s 
Goveniment would annul the Convention of 
Aliwal North. The Secretary of State hereupon 
wrote to the High CommiBdoner, espreBung 
fnll confidence in him, bnt asking for farther 
explanations. 

While the delay in btinging abont a settle- 
ment was thus prolonged, the Leeuto remained 
a scene of confusion and violence. The only 
revevue that could be collected was in the form 
of licenaea from European traders, which 
brought in no more than £6 or £7 monthly. 
Mr. Bowker was witbont any teal power, and 
each chief was acting independently of central 
control. 

Bamanela, ever a prime mover in deeds of 
violence, bad continued depredations upon the 
Free State farmers, without any regard for the 
High Commiseionei's proclamalioii and eubae- 
qnent instractiona. Molapo offered to chastise 
him, bnt President Prand would not consent to 
his doing so while he remained a Free State 
sabject. Mr. Bowker, however, anthoiized 
Molapo to pooiBh the robber, which he did by 
falling upon him and seizing abont a thousand 
head of cattle. 

At the end of July the conntry on the Free 
State side of the Caledon was still as fnlly 
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occupied bj Beanto as it Lad been in Much 
1868. Molitaane bimself had moved to Mokwai'a 
old kraa], bnt bis gone were still in the Earana- 
berg. Parties of Basato were even crossing; 
from their own side and settling on the otiker. 

The High Com misij oner's position was made 
mora difBcultb^ the action of the Ospe Ptu-lia- 
ment. The Frontier Police nnder Mr. Bowker 
in the Leanto had been reduced to thirty-six 
men, and if tbey were withdrawn there woold 
be no repreeentatJTes of the Britiah Government 
left, for there was no revenue out of which 
aalaries could be paid. Under these circom- 
stances the Legielative Council requested the 
High Commissioner to give " anch ioforratition 
as woold show that the employment of a portion 
of the Frontier Police in Basutoland was of 
colonial importance and neceeeary to its aecnrity." 
The HoDBe of Asaembly, after a lengthy and 
warm discussion in which the greatest sympathy 
was expressed with the Frea State, passed a 
. leeolntion hy a majority of twenty-seven to six, 
in which it repudiated the idea that Basutoland 
could be regarded aa a part of the frontier, or aa 
a territory to be defended, except temporarily, 
by the Armed and Mounted Police, the finances 
of the Colony being wholly inadequate to sustain 
such a charge for any length of time. The 
High Commiasioner could only reply that the 
police wonld he withdrawn without any un- 
necesearj' delay. 

Sir Philip Wodehouse'a explanations to the 

Secretary of State showed witii how little jnid;ioe 

he could be accosed of wronging the Basnto. 

He bad recovered for them so much more ground 

M 2 
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thui they needed that his agent in the countrf 
was propoeiag to introdace Viagoa to fill 
it snd create b balance of power, while 
Uosheab, (i.e. hia minor bods actiiig in his 
name,) was actually at thiB veiy time renew- 
iag overtures to Jan Letele's people and other 
SQbjects of the Free State to come in and ally 
themselveB with hie trihe. Mr. Bowker com- 
puted that there wontd not be more than five 
thousand individuals affected by the substitation 
of the Caledon f or the boundary of 1864, but this 
number was certainly too small. 

Olte Secretary of State, beiag satisfied on 
these points, nest raised an objection to the 
thirteenth article of the Convention, which 
provided for the submission to arbitration of 
the claims of the Free State for payment for 
the land restored to the Basnto. He was not 
prepared to make any compensation, and if this 
Article was insisted upon by the Free State 
the Convention must be annulled. If it were 
expunged he would advise Her Majesty to ratify ' 
the remaining clanses. 

Ab early aa the fitb of May the Volkeraad had 
ratified the Convention. Onlyone membervoted 
agunst it, that one preferring Sir Philip Wode- 
house's alternative, — the boundary of 1864 with 
a body of farmers under English rule behind 
it, and the payment of £50,000 in money. And 
now that the question was opened again, ths 
President, in order to promote a settlement, 
consented lo the thirteenth article being ex- 
punged. 

The chief Letsio, to whose intereet it waa^ 



more than to that of Any other individnal in the 
coantry, to be under British protection, became 
al&nued when he heaid that there was a possi- 
bility of the CooveDtion being set aaide. Eia 
father was too infirm to take an active part in 
ftfEairs. His brother Molapo was in a posilioa 
of independence of the other Basnto. He 
bimseif was not yet recognized as Paramount 
Chief. If the Convention were ann ailed 
and the war were renewed, he would cer- 
t^nly be rained. " Id fear and astonish- 
ment " therefore, as he caused to be written, 
he had a Memorial drawn up to the Secretary 
of Stat«. In it he declared that he was 
fnlly satisfied with the arrangements made 
by ffir Philip Wodehouae, ignored any con- 
nection with the mission of Buchanan and 
Tsekelo, and prayed that the English Govern- 
ment would not withdraw its protection. The 
document was signed by Letsie himself, his 
eldest son Lerothodi, and his snb-chiefs and 
Gounoillora. 

Before this Memorial conld reach England, 
Mr. Buchanan had proved to the Secretnry of 
State that he waa unworthy of furtbeit attention. 
In his overweening conceit he spoke of "his 
intention to lay waste the Free State," and of 
" the peace of the Free State being a great deal 
more in bis hands than in those of the High 
Commissioner." In violent language he abased 
Sir Philip Wodehonse, and brought charges 
against him which Earl Granville knew to be 
contrary to fact. In reply, he was curtly 
informed that Earl Granville " apprehended the 
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lew wonld be (onad to forbid each procecd- 
ingB (ta tiioM h« contemplated), and that it 
would probably be pnt in force hy the aothori- 
tiea of the Free State and by thoBo of the neigfa- 
booring BritiBh Colonies." And ieatructioiia 
were sent to the Lientenant Governor of Natal 
to preTent him from canyiug oat his threats, 
^niis TebnfE did not Mlence him, howerer, and he 
continaed to make the most extravagant com- 
plaints, accompanied b; Btateroents altogether 
tninleading. 

UnfortnDBtely meet of the leading HisHionary 
Asiociationii in Great Britain, as well as 
the Paria Society, had already adopted Mr. 
Bochanan's views, and were pressingthem npOD 
the Secretary of State. One ikame espedatly 
was mixed np with these proceedings, which 
every truehearted mBn wonld fain blot out if 
truth did not forbid it,— the name of th« 
Tenerable Dr. Duff, the celebrated Indian 
mieeionary of the Free C!harch at, Scotland. His 
connection with Mr. Buchanan in this matter 
shows how eaeily the noblest and most gifted of 
men can fall into error, in pronoDDciug- hasty 
jndgmeDts without an intimate knowledge of 
the facts of a case. Dr. DufE had made a short 
visit to the Lesuto in 1864, at the time when 
the Free State was intent only on preserving a 
boundary line which three English Governors, 
^ Harry Smith, Sji George Grey, and &t Philip 
Wodebouee, had laid down. The Basuto had 
invaded and taken possession of land far beyond 
that line, and all that the Free State dedred 
was that they ahonld withdraw within it, 
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Natnrallf , under such oircmnaUnces, the feeling 
between the two races waa not friendly. Yet 
Dr. Duff, who whb not long eaough in the 
conntiy to correct eBrlier prejudices, and who 
heard only the Baauto version of the story, could 
write that he waa " forced to the conclusion 
that the Boers were the chief aggreasors," and 
that he " f erTently busted the Convention would 
not he ratified." 

Owing to BO many obstructions, it was not 
nntil die close of Decembei 1869 that the Con- 
vention was . ratified by Her Majesty's Qovem- 
meuL The despatch conveying this information 
had already reached Sir Philip Wodehouse when 
another memorial was presented to the Secretary 
of State. It was signed by Lord Shaftesbury, 
Lord Alfred Cbuichill, sixteen members of the 
House of Commons, General %aw. Sir James 
Alexander, Dr. DufE as Convener of Missions of the 
Free Church of Scotland, Dr. Mnllins as Foreign 
Secretary oC the London Missionary Society, Mr. 
James Davis as Secretary of the Evangelical 
Alliance, and Mr. F. W. Cheeson as Secretaiy oft 
the Aborigines Protection Society. It was a 
statement of the views held by those gentJemen, 
flnch as can only be ascribed to defective infor- 
mation, and & prayer that the Ooaventian of 
Aliwal should not be ratified. Earl Granville 
replied that after receiving detailed ezplanadoos 
&om Sir Philip Wodebouse, the Convention had 
been approved of some weeks before. 

On the 10th of March 1870 the document as 
amended waa mgned in Cape Town by Mr. P. 
G. van der Byl, as Agent for the Orange Froo 



St^e. There still remained the formality that 
the Volkscaad ebould concur in the Preudent's 
approval of the 13tb Article being expnngodi 
which they did on the 3rd of the following 
Usy. 

And BO at luit, after mora than two years 
delay, dnriog which period the word anarchy 
fitly daacribee the condition of the Leanto, the 
BiitiBh Authorities were in a position to take 
measureB for the BBtabliabment of a settled 
government. The Bataung atragglera on the 
Free State aide of the Caledon had already been 
driven across by a patrol which burned their 
huts, and the clan had been aettled in its new 
location. The next step to be taken waa the 
transfer of Molapo from tlie Free State, so as 
to secure a uniform system of government in 
the country. Mr. Bowker ascertained that he 
was still secretly hankering after the incorpora- 
tion of his district with Natal, but he expressed 
himself desirous of becoming a British snbjectr 
and addressed a letter to the Volksraad request- 
iQlg to be released from his allegiance. 

While the arrangements for his transfer were- 
being made, the Chief to whom the Baauto owe 
their existence as a tribe was dying on Thaba 
Bo^go. Almost forgotten and utterly neglected 
in his last days, the old man pined away, suffering 
at times even from want of food. The weight of 
seven and seventy years, many of them years- 
of unwonted care and anxiety for one of his 
race, had exhausted his physical strength ; but 
his mental faculties were not wholly decayed. 
Four months before bis death he selected ft 



beaotiful karoBB made of pander bUhb, and 
asked Mr. Bowker to Bend it in his name to the 
Qaeen as a mark of his gratitude and deairathat 
Britieh protection should oat be withdrawn from 
his coDDtiy. His power over his people was all 
gone. No one aoy longer went to him for orders, 
or asked his opinion on pnblic matters. His 
sons Letsie, Molapo, and Uasapha esercised con- 
trol over their followers, without any reference 
to him. On the nth of March 1870 he died. So 
entirely sunk in obltTian was the man who bad 
once been the most prominent Chief in South 
Africa, that hardly a colonial newspaper coa- 
tained an account of his death. 

But to the Basuto his decease transformed 
him from a helpless old man, for whom 
even bis nearest relatives had no regard, to 
the highest object of their worship. From 
that moment Moshesh became to them a god, 
whose favour could bring prosperity and 
whose displeasure was ruin and death. Tbaba 
Boaigo, the mountain on which he had lived and 
where his remains were buried, was thenceforth 
and is still regarded hy them with superstitionB 
reverence. It is not only their great fortress 
that has never yet been taken by a foe : it ie a 
holy place, guarded by the spirit of the Chief 
who wag the fonoder and preserver of their 

On the nth of April, a month after the death 
of Uoshesh, the arrangements were completed 
for the transfer of Molapo. On that day a meet- 
ing took place at Leribe, at which Messrs. J. W. 
liotz, F. P. Schnehage, and Q. Vergottini, aa 
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repTMentatiTU of the Volkiraad, Teteu«d tba 
Chief from allegianco to ttie Free State ; and Mr. 
Bowkar, is High CoinmiB8ton«r'8 Agent, teoeived 
him aa a Britiah sabject. HoUpo liad previoiut j 
withdrawn all his peoplo from over the Cdedon, 
»wl he now expressed himself perfectly satiBfied 
with the bonndu; assigned to the Leauto bj 
the Coiivention of iJJwil North. 

In the Beaoion of 1870 the Cape Parliament 
ahowed itaelf as little inclined aa in 1869 to tak* 
upon itself the enforcement of order in the 
Lesato. On the Srd of lSa.j a resolution waa 
carried in the House of Asaembly that it was 
expedient that the Frontier Armed and Moantad 
Police in Basutoland should be withdrawn and 
Btaticaed within the colonial bonndary as evly 
as wonid be safe and prudent This resolotioa 
was commnnieated to the Governor by respect- 
fnl address, bat he took no action npon it. 

The long term of government of Sir Philip 
Wodehonse was now drawing to a close. He 
bad been detained in Soath Africa beyond the 
naaal period expreaalf to settle the Basuto di£B- 
cnlty, and as sotw as the Convention of Aliwal 
Nortii was accepted by all parties he mule 
ready to leave. In May 1870, just before hia 
departure, he drew np a series of regnlationa 
for the govemmeat of the Baauto, which were, 
however, not to be put in force until oonMdered 
e^edient by Mr. Bowker. At the same time 
he appointed Mr. Bowker, the High Commia- 
uoner'e Agent, magistrate of the central and 
nnlhem districts of the Leauto, and Mr. John 
Austen, previously saperintendent of the Witte- 
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bergen Reserve, magistrate of the southern diB> 
trict Instmations wera ieaued to proceed with 
the collection of the hat tax, and until it should 
be known whether the Baauto would keep their 
«DgHgement to pay this tax all further arrange- 
meots for Hie government of the tribe were 
left in abeyance. 

It had not jet been decided whetlier the 
Baphnti were to be considered Britdsh subjectB, 
and whether the district which they occu[Hed 
Sonth of the Orange was tn be regarded as part 
«f the LesQto, or not. Sir Philip Wodehoose 
hod lieen requested bj Morosi to take him over, 
but bad declined to do bo withont further con- 
-eideration. To ascertain if he was still of the 
eame mind, in June 1870 he was requested to 
meet Messrs. Bowker and Aasten at the police 
camp at Fathlala Drift There Moroei declared 
that he bad been for years a subject of the late 
«hief MoBhesh, and tiiat he desired to follow 
his example. He had acted, he said, the part 
-of a dog linjjering behind at a kraal and gnaw- 
ing bones after his master had left, and now he 
wished to follow up the b'ail of his master. 
He and his people were then formally received 
as Brttish subjects. 

Political agitators, iuetigated by Mr. Buchanan 
who bad retomed to Natal, were keeping the 
people in such a disturbed state that Mr. Bowker 
was obliged to ask for authority to deal sum- 
marily with them. In reply he was informed 
that be ooold order such persons to leave the 
«0Dntiy, and if they did not go he could expel 
them or imprison ikam pending the High Com- 
1 decision in each case. When it 
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becftine known that he poaaassed such power, 
theM mischief makers daeisted from acting as 
<^«iily u before, bot Hr. Bowker was aware 
that thMT intrignea were etill continned. Tb^ 
most dangerona of these agitatore wera 
the petty chiefs who had been partly 
eddcated in the Colony, and who were filled 
vith eztraTBgant ideas of their own importance, 
but who were really incompetent to fill any 
pONtion of trust. 

For several months after Sir Philip Wode- 
house'a departure there were hanlly any occnr- 
reoces worth noting in connection with the 
BasDto. The ittention of all South Africa waa 
directed t« the development of the recently dis- 
covered diamond fields and tlie dispates concern' 
iug the ownership of the groaod in which the 
diamond mines ara situated. Neither Govern- 
ment officers not private individnais had time to- 
beslow upon the question of the settlement of 
a tribe of whose name all were weary. General 
Hay, the temporary Administrator of the Govern- 
ment, left everything to be arranged by the 
coming High Commissioner. Mr. Bowker, bav-^ 
ing succeeded Sir Walter Currie as Commandant 
of the Frontier Armed and Monnted Police, 
appointed Inspector Sarmon to act as his deputy 
in the Lesoto, and was never afterwards able ta 
be at Maseru except for a brief vimt. 

The Basuto at this time were in possession of 
a large number of firearms, but since the cessa- 
tion of hostilities they had out been able to 
obtain as much ammnniUon as they desired U> 
have. The Government wished to divert their 
attention to peaceful pursuits, and with Uus- 
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object in view ondeaTonred to prevent munltioiiB 
of war from reaching them, Bnt ooDtraband 
tradets could not be kept out of the field. One 
of these men came up from Natal with a nnmber 
of rifles, which were evideotlj ioteoded for Bale, 
though DO proof coald be obtained to that effect. 
Mr. Bowker took temporary posaesaion of the 
weapons, and then wrote asking for instructions. 
In reply he was authorized to confiscate snch 
importatioDH. Still, the profit on illicit ti'aneac* 
tione in mumtionB of war was ho great that 
nDacnipuloas men could not be deterred from 
engaging in them. 

In August Meaars. Aueten and Surmoo set 
about the collection of the hut tax. The chiefs 
were promised ten per cent of the amounts paid 
in, as an inducement to exert their authority and 
influence with the people. The result was the 
xeceipt of rather over £3,700. A small portion 
was pud in money, bot moat of it was paid in 
grain, homed cattle, and goats, which were sent 
to the Colony and lold. 

This beiug considered satisfactory, the chiefs 
and leading men in the country were called 
together at Thaba Bosigo on the 22Dd of December, 
when the Regulations drawn up by Sir Philip 
Wodehouse were laid before them and discus- 
don was invited. Every one present expressed 
satisfaction at having been saved from ruin by 
their adoption as British subjects, bnt with 
regard to their prospective goveniineut they 
were less pleased. Molapo and some of the 
niinor ohie& were still clamouring in disappoint- 
ment that Qreat Britain had not f urcibly restored 
to them the whole of the land ceded to the 
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Free State b; the treaty o£ Tluba Bongo. 
Twkelo, recently retomed from Earopo, had 
■tiiTed up their di«affectioa &new. He bad in- 
formed them of interviews which he had with 
poweifnl men who wished them to get back all 
they had lost He bad told Hieia that the 
settlement effected by Sr Philip Wodohonse 
waa condetnned in EogUnd, and that the coming 
Governor would nndo all that the late one had 
done. Mr. Buchanan's emisMries also wer» 
bnsy fomentiag eeditiooe feelings, thoogh he 
himself remained in Natal, by whose Govem- 
ment he was eamestiy advised to abstain from 
farther ioterferenee in Basnto aSairs. The 
disaatisfactioii on the question of territory was, 
liowever, rebuked by Letsie, who expressed 
himself contented with the conntry left to the 

Much greater concern was expressed when the 
BegnlationB were read over, and it was dis- 
covered that the chiefs were ignored in them 
except as tax collectors and census framere. 
Their judicial authority, they observed, was only 
incidentally referred to, in order that it might 
be eet awde by the white magistrates. That 
they wonld relinquish the outward and visible 
sign of rank and power was not reasonable to 
expect, and certainly they had uo intention of 
doing so in reality, whatever they might profess 
in words. Molapo, Masepba, and the minor 
chiefs spoke (^enly agunst the acceptance of 
the BegnletaonB, on the ground of their ignoring 
the chiefs and pladng women in a poeition 
wUcb, according to Basnto ideas, could only be 
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filled by men. FinaJlj, however, Letsie stopped 
fnrdier discnsuon hj decluiog himBelf ■■tieflod, 
and adding that the people muat accept the 
Beguladons and pay the hnt tax. 

A little later in the day an address to Mr. 
Bowker was drawn np in writing and signed by 
the chiefs. In it they expressed their thanks 
for having been received as British subjects, 
and declared that the laws read over were 
reasonable. But they stated that " they were 
sorry not to see mentioned the li^ta and the 
anthority left to the ^iefs, who were the cap- 
tains of the Qneen." 

At this meeting cattle were collected to be 
sent, according to traditional costom, with 
messengers annoanoing the death of Mosheah 
to the chiefs of tribes with whom he had inter- 
course in hie lifetime. By some oversi^t no 
messengers were sent to Cetewayo on this occa- 
sion, which omission of ccnitesy led aomo 
lime afterwards to a panic gronnded on fear of 
a Zulu invaaioc. 

On the Slat of December 1870 Sir Henry 
Barkly assiimed duty as High Commissioner and 
Governor of the Cape Colony. As soon as hit 
arrival in South Africa was known, the Basnto 
chiefs sent him a letter of welcome. They had 
been persuaded by Tsekelo and Mr. Bochanan 
that Sir Philip Wodehonse bad been recalled 
owing to theii representations in England, and 
that the new Governor would most likely favour 
tliem mnch more than the late one had done. 
Xhe chiefs were therefore anidons to know what 
^ Henry Barkly'e views and intentiotts were. 
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He did not keep them long in migpeDM. Within 
ten weeks of Ma arrivd in Cape Town he 
was on hia wajr to the Leaato,'and on the 16th 
of March 1871 he bad a meeting with I^tsie at 
Uasem. The Qovemor waa accompanied hy 
Messrs. J. E. Bowker and C. D. Griffith. Liea- 
tenant Qovernor Keate, of Katal, by previous 
arrangemeitt met liim in the Lesuto. 

Sir Henry Barkly annoonced that he intended 
to increase the staff of European ofQcers in the 
territoTy and to anaex it to the Cape Colony, 
to which Letfde replied that be would be satis- 
fied with anything and everything that the 
Qoeen'a Government might do. 

The other chiefs were equally loyal in words. 
Molapo asked about the ground he had lost, and 
was told that the Caledon was the fixed boundary 
and no other mnat be thought of. He said that 
ho was satisfied, as the Governor knew what 
was best for them ; bat as soon as he was 
beyond the hearing of Europeans he burst out 
into passionate utterances against Sir Henry 
Barkly and Sir Philip Wodehouse alike. 

Upon the di^ath of Slosbeab, Masupha had 
removed from his residence on the Futiatsans 
to Thaba Bosigo, against the orders of the High 
Commiasi oner's Agent. He had obHtructed the 
collection of hot-tax, and bad put himaelf in 
opposition to all authority. Nevertheless, with 
a large armed following he met the Governor 
and escorted him tbrongh the Berea district, 
declaring himself a tbonoughly loyal and 
obedient subject. Sir Hecry Barkly told him 
that he could not he recognized as a chief nor 
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receive any commission upon Uie receipt of hnt- 
tftx until he removed £rom Thabs Bosigo and 
took up hJB residence in the Berea dititrict, over 
which he was appointed nativo head. He 
promised to comply with the Governor's wishes, 
bat went slraight back to Thsba Bosigo. 

Nehemiah, Qeorge, and Sophooia bad jnst 
before been annooncing as their views that tho 
chiefs should cotleot the revenue, pay the mag^- 
trates, and dispose o£ the snrpliis as they should 
see fi^ that the laws should be made by the 
Basuto nobles sitting in Council at Thaba Bosigo, 
and that the chief", advised by the magistrates, 
should have the administration of aStiirs. lliese 
sons of Moshesb were now, if their profesaioos 
to the Q-ovamor coald be trusted, the most 
bnmble and dutiful subjects, oontanted to abide 
by whatever the Queen's representative ebonld 
please to consider good for them. 

Sir Henry Barkly, deceived by these protesta- 
tions of loyalty, returned to Cape Town con- 
vinced that the chiefs were sincere, and that 
there would be no difficulty in governing the 
tribe. The conntry, in his opinion, was capable of 
supporting many times the number of inhabitants 
then in it. On the 27th of April he opened the 
Cape Parliament with a speech in which he 
stated his intention to introduce a Sill to annex 
Baantolaud to the Cape Colony, icformed the 
members that the hui tax was generally paid, 
that the amount collected had left a consider- 
able balance after defraying expenses, and that 
the revenue was adequate for purposes of 
government, inclnding police. 

The Imperial Qovemment had never intended 
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that the Lesuto Bhonld be a. direct dependency 
oftheCrowD. 'When permission was given to 
Sir Philip WodebooBe to take over the people, 
it was on condition that the LegiBlature of 
Natal should previoDslj express its coneeat to 
their iDCorporation with that Colony. He had 
not adhered to his iustractioiiB, and the Secre- 
tary of Stftte had tlien permitted bim to have 
hie own way for a time, provided he did not 
pnt thQ Home Government to any expense. 
This difScolty he had got over by employing 
none but members of the Frontier Armed 
and Monnted Police, with an officer of that 
force as bis Agent in the territory, thongh in 
direct opposition to the wishes of the Capo ' 
Parliament. But this was an arrangement 
which was not intended by any one to be 
penDBnent. 

On the 17th of October 1870, before Sir 
Henry Darkly left England, he was instructed 
by the Secretary of State to discuss the question 
with Sir Philip Wodehonse, and received direc- 
tions in writing that " Basutolnnd should be 
annexed as soon as possible either to Natal 
or to the Cape Colony." An alternative wsB 
indeed mentioned in another paragraph, in which 
the Secretary wrote : " Ifou will endeavour to 
secure either tbat this Territory is annexed to 
one of the neighbouring Colonies, or that a 
revenue ie raised from it snfScient to enable 
you B8 High Commissioner to conduct its 
government without esternul assistance." Bnt 
the views of the Imperial Government were 
deddedly against the last of these courses, if 
annexation could be brought aboat 
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On the 3rd of May the Qoveraor's SecrefAry 
brought the ADaezation Bill to the Legislative 
Council, where it wae received and read for the 
first time. It then dropped oat of sight for two 
mooths, until the 3rd of Julj, when it was 
referred to aSelectCommittee of eight inembers. 
The Committee considted Messrs. J. X. Merri- 
man and J. H. Bowker, as well as the Colonial 
Secretary and the Attorney General, all of whom 
were in favour of annexation to the Cape 
Colony rather than to Natal. Mr. Bowker 
stated that Masapha and a few of the petty 
chiefs were opposed to ns, but the power of 
the tribe was completely broken and its in- 
flaence was gone. 

On the Ist of August the Select Committee 
brought np a report. BaHutoland, they affirmed, 
ofEered a wide field of profitable commercial 
enterprise, which it would be sound policy to 
secure ; the country having already been 
declared British territory, it would be nndeeir- 
' able for the Colony, being geographically con- 
nected with it, not to obtain legislative control 
over the people ; and with reference to the 
financial aspect of the question, it did not 
appear that annexation was likely to entui any 
additional burden on the Colony. 

The actual revenue received from the date 
of the assumption of British authority to the 
31st of May 1871 was £4,753. This was made 
np of hut-tas £3,721, trading licenses £961, 
fines £63, and fees for registration of marriages 
£8. The hut tax was one year's collection only, 
the other items were receipts of rether more 
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thsn three yean. A lai^e incraaae in bU tnigbt 
reaaonablj be expected. The expeaditnm pro- 
powd hy Sir Hear; Bai^ly wtu : Chief MagtB- 
trateand GavemofB Agent £800 and £100 for 
house rent, two tnagiHtratea at £400 and £50 
for hoaee rent, two wnHtant magiatntea at 
£200, one European clerk at £125, and three 
native cleike at £50 each per annnm. Stationery 
£75. Total £2,550. With the balance of the 
reveone be propoaed to provide a police force. 
Nothing was allowed in these estimates for 
public works, buildings, education, or postal 
commanicBtioD. 

The Legislative Council in committee adopted 
the report by a majority of alaTen to six, bat 
aft«r a warm diacnasioD the aecond reading of 
the AnnesBtion Bill was only carried by ten 
Totes aga. ^c eight. Oa the following day, 2nd 
of Angnat, it passed its third reading in the 
Conncil, and on the Stb it was broaght np in 
the Boose of Aaaembly and read for the flrat 
time. The session was then drawing to a close, 
and bnsiness was being hnrried throngh. On 
the 9th the Bill was read for the second time. 
On the 10th the Honse of Assembly went into 
committee, and after a very brief discnssion 
the Bill was read the third time without a 
division. On the day following Parliament was 
prorogned. 

By this Act the Leaato waa annexed to the 
Cape Colony, but was not made subject to 
colonial law. The duty of legialating for the 
territory, that is of makipg, repealing, amending, 
Mkd altering laws and regulations, was voated in 
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the Goveraor. All legislative enactments n«re 
to be laid before Parliament within fourteen 
days of the opeaiog of the aesrion following 
their promulgation, and were to remain in force 
nnlesB thej should be repealed, altered, or 
varied by Act of Parliament daring that Beaaion- 
No Act of Parliament was to apply to the terri- 
tory unless so declared in expresB terms in the 
Act itself ar in a proclamation by the GoTernor. 

On the 16th of August a great meeting of the 
Basnto people took place at Maseru. A message 
from the Governor was read to Letsie, inform- 
ing him that no change whatever was effected 
in the position of the Basnto by the annexsitioll 
of the country, except giving them the fall 
privileges of British subjects in the Cape Colony. 
Letsie, Masupha, Nehemiah, George, Taekelo, 
Makotoko for Molapo, and othen. „using the 
most loyal language, agreed to what had been 
done. No one raisiid a dissentient voice. 

The Leauto was now divided into four dis- 
tricts, named Lerihe, Berea, Thaba Bosigo, and 
Komet Spruit. Over the whole BIr. Charles 
Duncan Griffith had already been placed, with 
the titles of Chief Magistrate and Governor's 
Agent On the 2nd of August he assumed the 
duties, when he found the only questions causing 
general interest were the refusal of Masupha to 
leave Thaba Bosigo, though Letsie professed to 
endorse the order of the Governor that he 
should do so, and Mr. Buchanan's efforts to 
obtain the cattle promised by Moshesh to defray 
the coat of his mission to Europe, but which no 
one was disposed to contribute. 
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Od the 15th of July the Rev. Mr. Jousbb wrote 
to the Governor on behalf of Iklagnpha, asking 
that he might remain on Thaba Bosigo.Ba Letsie 
had no iotention of going to live there. On the 
2nd of September the Oovernor directed the 
Chief Hagiatrate to inform Maanpha that he 
most move ae soon aa he convenientlj' could to 
the Berea district, bnt this intimation was not 
to be followed by any active steps nnleea Letaie 
should apply for asaiatance. Maaupha therefore 
remained master of the atronghold. As for Mr. 
Buchanan, he continued to write inflammatory 
letters to the chiefs, and did his utmost to keep 
alive a spirit of disaiFection. On the 2nd c^ 
September the High Commissioner directed 
Lieutenant Governor Keate to inform him that 
if he sent messengers again into the Lesuto they 
vronld be prosecuted for stirring up sedition, bat 
that he could bring his clnim for compensation 
agaiuat the Basnto chiefs before the proper law- 
courlB. if he chore to do BO. 

At Leribe Major Charles Harland Bell had 
been appointed magistrate, and had assumed 
dnty on the 13tb of May. He had been received 
by Molapo in a very cordial manner, end at a 
meeting which was held to introduce him, 
Jonathan and Joel, Molapo'e eoaa, Selebalo, 
Molapo'a half brother, and Mapetehaane, son of 
Fosbuli and cousin of Molapo, who were the 
leading men of the district, expressed their 
pleasure in welcoming him. 

In th« district of Berea, Inspector William 
Henry Surmon, of the Frontier Armed and 
Mounted Police, waa appointed to act as 
magistrate. 
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The Governor's Agent waa also reqnired to 
perform the duties of magistrate of the district 
of Thaba Boaigo. Hd resided at Maaera, and 
had as assiatant Mr. Etnile Rolloud. 

In the diatriot of Eomet Spruit Mr. John 
Austen remained as magistrate. 

The Hab-magistr ates bad jurisdiction in civil 
cases of any amount, but their decisions were 
subject to review by the Cbief Magistrate. 
They had jurisdiction in all ctiminal cases, 
except when persona were charged with crimee 
punishable by death under the colonial law. 
All aentences of over a month'a imprisonment, 
or a fine of £5, or twelve lashes, were subject to 
the rBview of the Chief Magistrate, upon appli- 
cation of the person convicted. Persona charged 
with offences pnoiahable by deatli under the 
colonial law were tried by a court of three 
magistrates, of which the Cbief Magistrate was 
to be one, and he was to preside. If they were 
not nnanimous in finding the prisoner guilty, he 
was discharged ; if they difiered as to the 
seatencc, their proposals were submitted to the 
Governor for his deuision. No sentence of death 
could be carried oat except upon the warrant of 
the Governor. 

All trials were to take place in open court, 
the evidence was to be recorded, and a return of 
all cases tried in the inferior courts was to be 
sent to the Chief Magistrate at the end of every 
month. 

Each district was placed under the aaperin- 
tendence of one of the principal chiefa, who 
was to be consulted by the tiovernor's Agent in 
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diBtribtiting the gromid unong the people. The 
chief was reqaired to oee his influence id collect- 
ing the hut-tax, and was allowed a percentage of 
the receipts. Ha could try any civil or any petty 
criminal case occuning in hie district, but had 
DO asaifitance given to him to enforce his deci- 
«onB, and his having tried n case did not pre- 
vent a suitor from bringing it afterwards before 
the magistrate. 

The hut tax was fixed at ten shiUinga per 
annum for each hat occupied by a family or a 
eingle man. When two or more wives of a 
man occopied the same hut, ten shillings was to 
be pud for each of them. This tax was made 
payable, either in money, or stock, or produce 
of the land, on the Ist of June in each year. 
Any one neglectjng to pay it was liable to have 
his proper^ seized, or to beejected. Thehead> 
men were responsible for the payment of the 
tax in their Tillages. 

The sale of spirituoos Uquoie was prohituted 
under a penalty of £10 for the first ofEence, and 
in addition to this fine the trading license was 
to be forfeited on a second conviction. All 
spirits found in euch cases were to be destroyed. 
No firearms or ammonition could be sold with- 
out the saection in writing of the magistrato of 
the district, under a penalty not exceeding a fine 
of £500 or seven years' imprisonment with hard 
labour. Licenses to trade in other goods wer« 
to be paid for at the rate of £10 per annuiu or 
£1 per mensem for each shop or waggon. 

Before the law all men were declared equal. 
The crimes ponishable by death were murder 
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and ftTBon with intent to kill.° Infanticide waa 
made panishable by imprisoninent, and rape by 
floggiog not exceeding fifty lashee, or confisca- 
tioa of property, or both .f Forcible seizure of 
property, except by order of a magistrate in 
course of law, wae declared to i>e theft. Forcibly 
compelling any one to be circumcised, or circum- 
cising any one without the consent of parents 
or gaardians, was declurod to be assault.^ Prac- 
tising or pretending to practise witchcraft, or 
fabely accusing any one of doing so, was 
declared to be roguery. All other ects against 
person or property which were punishable by 
the colonial law were declared punishable in the 
Lesuto, due allowance being made for circum- 

Pnnishmenta were to be inflicted either by 
fines, or impn8onmunt,§ or flogging ; but no 

* Uoder UBbve law marder and aiaon when com- 
mitted b; comoion people wne nsnall; pnniabed b; a 
floe of tea he.id of cattle. Culpable homicide was 
pnniibed b; a Sne of four or five head of cattle. The 
degree of pauiBbment depended upon the rank of the 
offender and npon that o[ his victiizi. 

t Under natiTe law these crime* were very leniently 
dealt with. The Erst was bardL; noticed at all. 

I Moiheeh and Letaie at one time were indifferent 

ciicamdBed. He would not pnniah those who piactised 
it, bat be said that he saw do advaotage in it. Melit- 
Bane auppiesKd ciicnmciaion ia the Bataang clan. 
The ZuIds and Natal tribe* have been nncircnmcised 
since the practice was abolished by Tsbaka. 

§ This ia a, method of panisbnieut aeknown to Dative 
law. It neceaeitated the erection of priaona. On the 
Sod of Beptember anthority was isaaed by the OoTer- 
noito bnild prlgona and M employ at each BMtoI 



female was to be flogged. Hardened crimiaalB 

And those who had not sufficient property to 
pay fines were to be flogged not exceeding 
thirty-six lashes. 

No woman could be compelled to marry a man 
agsinst her will. Marriage by a minister of the 
Christian religion was declared to be aa binding 
aa If performed according to tbe custom of tijs 
country. No marriage, however performed, was 
lo be considered valid unless witbin twenty 
days thereafter the purtiea to it declared their 
consent before a magistrate, and caused it to be 
registered. A registration fee of two HhtUings 
and six pence was made chargeable. In every 
marriage contract the cattle to be transferred to 
the woman's family were to be registered, or 
no action at law could thereafter be entertained 
concerning them,' Either survivor of a mar- 
riage was to ba entitled to the custody of the 
children until the males were eighteen and the 
females sixteen years of age. In all cases where 
marriages were not registered, the woman was 
to be entitled to the custody of the children. 
A widow was to be free to marry again, but in 
this case the custody of the children was to be 
transferred to some relative of the deceased 
husband to be selected by the magistrate. 

These regulations were to come in force on 
the Ist of December 1871. They had been kid 
before the Basuto chiefs and leading men at tha 

magistracy one ehipf constable at £HS, one coDBtable 
at £1B, and two at £112 each per atmani. 

• This WM not to afioct matriaKea contracted before 
the IM of December 1871, all caaee in connection with 
which were to be decided according to the old onstoms. 
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meeting on the 22Dd of December 1870, and 
Letfde had agreed to them, but some of the 
claoSM were very objectionable to the great 
body of the people. la particalar, the tribe w&b 
Dot prepared for such a revolutioD in the positian 
of women. The veneering of civilization in 
evea that section of the people which was nnder 
missioDary lafluence was very thin, and the 
families to whom the gaaFdiaaahip of children 
by women seemed reasonable could not be 
reckoned by hnndreda. 

It had been a common practice for young 
men who were nominally Christian a to get 
married by miaHionaries in clinrchea, and after- 
wards to abandon these wives and take others 
according to the Bantu custom. Their treat- 
ment of these women was regarded by the tribe 
as a mere joke, for in the eyes of the people 
they had not the status of wives.* Naturally 
fathers soon came to object to marriages in 
church, and required their daughters to take 
husbands accordiogto the ancient custom, which 
provided some security against desertion or 
gross ill treatment of married women. Thns 
pnblic opinion, even in the small section of the 
people under missionary influence, was at this 
time in favour of the old system, under which a 

* One of the leodiDs missionaries in the Lesnto 
wiota to Che Govemmant about these macriages wMcb, 
as he aaiA, veto ooDsidered jokes. The remedy wMcb 
h« suggested was to make tbs wife in such a case 
entitled to a divorce. A laTUian may be pardoned [or 
preferrieg to sncb a retned; the Bantu system .when 
applied to people holding Bauta opinions regarding 
women and their statoa in society. 6ir Henry BaiUy 
declined to facilitate diTorces. 






womaD waa throaghont life a ward under pro> 
tectioD. The DiDe-tenUiB of the people who 
were not affected by misBionarj teaching had of 
couree but one opinion. Thus these claitees in 
the regulations only cansed imtsition, wilhont 
serving any good purpose. 

With the establishment of British authority in. 
the Lesnto the French misfionaries returned to 
their labours. The territory retaken by Sir 
Hiilip Wodehouae from the Free State con- 
tained all their lost stations except foar. At 
once thtry set about reorganizing their work, 
establishing new church centres and opening 
new Bohoola. Prior to this date the children in 
their schools liad received instruction in no 
other language thaa their own. Tbouglt there 
were more than three thousand individuals in 
the country who could read ^esuto, Mr. Bowker 
was unable' to obtain a single native inter- 
preter, the few petty chiefs who understood 
English being considered untrustwortliy by him. 
From this time forward the youths in Uie higher 
classes have been taught English also. In 1868 
a training achool for teachei-s was established at 
Morija. The Government would have aasisted 
witli grants of money if there had been any 
revenue that could be applied to auch a purpoBe, 
but it was not until the close of 1871 that state 
aid could be given, and then it was only in the 
form of outfits for the schools. 

On the 3rd of November 1871 the Act by 
which the Lesato was annexed to the Cap« 
Colony waa ratilied by the Queen in Council, 
and the existence of the territory aa a aeparate 
dependency of the Crown was thus ended. 
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